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Meetings 
The PA Steelhead Association holds meetings 

each month except May, June, and July at 7:00 pm 

on the second Wednesday of the month .  Meet-

ings are held  at the American Legion Post 773.   

The Legion is located at 4109 West 12th Street 

(State Route 5), just east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left when 

you walk in. We encourage members and the 

public alike to attend and share their views and 

opinions. Meetings focus on items pertaining to 

the mission of the club, fundraising events, and 

local public and political issues affection our 

fisheries. The PFBC is often represented at our 

meetings for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

When Monthly Membership 

Meetings are able to be held again, 

an email blast will be sent out. 

The views expressed by the 
authors of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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"The only reason I ever played 
golf in the first place was so 
that I could afford to hunt 

and fish."   
  -Sam Snead  

A Letter from the President 
It has been a very busy 5 months for your Pennsylvania Steelhead Associa-

tion.  

Beginning in spring PSA board and volunteer members were involved in 

assisting Bob Hetz, who is the long term 3CU nursery manager, with the 

stocking of over 100,000 steelhead smolts in the steelhead tributaries. Im-

mediately after that we assisted in cleaning the nursery raceways of mud 

and residue from the raceways prior to receiving additional steelhead fin-

gerlings for next year’s stocking. 

Over time the covers over the raceways become damaged because of 

weathering and animal incidents. We helped repair the covers .screens and 

raceway separators to bring the raceway habitat up to snuff for the new 

fingerlings. 

Most of the raceways are on private property. At the insistence of the 

property owners we organized an aggressive cleanup of the sites and filled 

up 3 huge dumpsters of accumulated materials to return these sites to the 

satisfaction of the property 

owners. 

We then placed our focus on the 

Gilmore Farm property to make 

the property more accessible for 

anglers with 2 parking areas and 

improved trails to the prime 

fishing areas on Elk Creek. Great 

big thanks goes out to Karl 

Weixlmann for taking the lead 

on ramrodding this project. 

Most recently we participated in 

the Coastal Cleanup coordinated 

by Sam Zacour. Our members 

and other volunteers did a  

thorough cleanup of the Walnut 

Creek  Access area and 
          (Continued on top of page 3)  

Ryan Novatnack with an some  

early September Chrome! 

mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Western Erie 814-722-0247 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

The 2020 steelhead fishing is underway. The recent cool 
weather and falling lake temperatures has resulted in good 
numbers of steelhead available to stream and shore fisher-
man. 
The larger tribs have very good numbers of steelhead in the 
lower sections. Walnut Creek, in particular, has fish in all 
the usual holding areas on the fish commission property all 
the way up to the waterfalls above the Manchester hole.  
The Trout Run shoreline is super fishing now when the lake 
is fishable. Some very nice brown trout are also being taken  
along with steelhead. 
As we begin receiving typical fall rains the steelhead will 
begin spreading out into the entire stream systems.   
Remember to obey all restrictions and regulations as they 
apply to shoreline fishing, stream fishing and harvest limits. 
Please do not litter and, when you can, pick up and litter 
left by thoughtless anglers. Land owners graciously allow 
our access to their properties so we must always be re-
spectful. 
Finally we are all looking 
forward to fishing the Gil-
more Farm property on Elk 
Creek. The area provides 
fantastic steelhead and 
some of the most scenic 
views in steelhead alley. 
 

Good fishing and tight 
lines, 
    
Marty and Rich 
 

  

 

Monthly Meetings have been post-
poned due to the COVID-19 

(coronavirus) pandemic ! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We would like to introduce and welcome the 

following newest members  

to our club: 
  

New members: 
 

Elliot Hall 

Kyle Henke 

Jacob Mehler 

Matt Saft 

Also welcome new Business Member: 

 Brett Staley and his  

Early Risers Gang guide service 

 

 Name                           Office    
               

Marty Grzasko            President     

Karl Weixlmann   Vice President           

Chris Fatica                 Treasurer                

Ryan Novatnack Secretary                  
 

  Board Members 
 

Dan Beck Chris Larson 
Roger Latimer             Ron Miller        
Frank Scicchitano       Harold Simmons     
Al Warner    Sam Zacour                      

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

http://www.pasteelhead.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
http://www.pasteelhead.com/
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(Letter from the President continued from page 1) 

 

stream bank up to the waterfall on Walnut Creek. 

We have now turned our attention to the long term viability of 3CU. Bob Hetz is the last surviving founder of 3CU 

and at the young age of 84 is solely responsible for 3CU activities to maintain raceways, secure fish feed and feed 

fish daily. He also does fundraising to buy fish food and repair materials for the raceways. Bob does the fundraising 

by collecting cans and bottles on a daily basis in all kinds of weather year round. He also secures the 3CU  buttons 

yearly that are presented to anglers for a small donation for additional funding. 

Your board of directors will be meeting with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, SONS and other interested 

clubs and interested parties to map out a strategy so we don’t lose this extremely valuable addition to the steelhead 

fishing program. 

We will keep you posted. 

Finally a very large heartfelt THANK YOU to all board members and member volunteers and others for your help and 

dedication to your steelhead program successes. 

 

Marty 

 
 

Please pass along this Membership application to any interested Steelhead fishermen 

that may be interested in joining our Pennsylvania Steelhead Association! 
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Membership Year Ending December 2021 



  Is the gain in popularity of fishing a good thing? 
 

This is just an observation, but it seems to me that all things outdoors have gain immense popularity since the start of 

the “Covid” era. Have you seen the empty shelves where fishing rods are supposed to be? Have you tried to purchase a 

bike? What does this mean to us as Steelhead fishermen? I have noticed that many of my old favorite spots are now 

overrun with people. It used to be that if you were willing to walk a ways you good still find quiet spots with fish. The 

last few years that has become harder to find and I am afraid with the recent uptick of the appreciation of the great 

outdoors it is only going to get worse. The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission reported an 18.74 % increase across 

all categories of fishing licenses this year and licenses bought by Pennsylvanians were up 22.98 %.  

The more people that get hooked on fishing, the more important it is for all of us to become good agents of the re-

sources we love. That means we all need to educate people (in a nice way) on respecting the resource –both water and 

fish. We need to teach the fundamentals of “pack out what you pack in.” This is a simple yet effective way to get our 

new outdoor visitors to take their trash home with them. There is no reason why people cannot carry out the food 

wrappers, bait containers, knotted fishing 

line and tippet….they carried in with 

them.  

“The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor 

Ethics provides proven, research-based 

solutions for the protection of the natural 

world. The organization accomplishes its 

mission by providing innovative educa-

tion, skills and research to help people 

care for the outdoors. By working with 

the public and those managing public 

lands, the Leave No Trace Center for Out-

door Ethics focuses on educating peo-

ple—instead of costly restoration pro-

grams or access restrictions—as the most 

effective and least resource-intensive so-

lution to land protection.” 
 

While it is great that more people have 

come to appreciate what we in Erie Coun-

ty have known for a long time (that Steel-

head Alley is a great fishery). It could be-

come a problem if we don’t try to educate 

people on how to respect their fellow 

fishermen and to treat the fish with care 

and most importantly to take care of the 

waters and respect landowners. We all 

need to set an example of how to leave 

the places we fish better than we found 

them. Maybe carry a plastic bag in your 

pack and pick up some trash on the way 

out (even if it is not yours)! We need to 

show some respect for the fish, after all 

he or she is a great adversary that brings us immense pleasure to do battle with. If you are a catch and release person,  
           (Continued next page) 
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make sure when you release the fish it won’t die overnight because you fought it too long, dragged it up on the shore, 

or held it out of the water too long for your hero shot. A lot of little things go a long way in protecting the resource.  

 

Fortunately, for anglers who want to ensure that catch and release practices when fishing for trout or steelhead work 

there are some easy steps one can take to ensure the future of our trout fisheries. Editor’s note: The following is re-

printed from an earlier newsletter article written by former Fairview resident and Colorado guide Brody Henderson.  

 

1. #keepemwet is a social media hashtag and website aimed at educating anglers on the proper techniques for taking 
photos of trout anglers intend to release unharmed. It’s very simple-keep the trout partially submerged in the river, 
never removing them from the water and limit handling and photo sessions to just a few seconds. 
 
2. Play fish quickly and aggressively. The idea here is to land the trout as soon as possible in order to release them while 
they are still active and in good shape. A “green” fish-one that is still spunky- that is released quickly has a much better 
chance of survival because it was not fought to exhaustion. 
 
3. Avoid light tippet. Many anglers feel they will catch more fish in the low, clear water of late summer with thin diame-
ter tippets. Perhaps, but I’ve experimented extensively with “smart, spooky, tippet shy” tailwater fish and I rarely fish 
tippet lighter than 4X and never go lighter than 5X and my catch rate remains higher than anglers who go extremely 
light. Using the heaviest tippet possible allows anglers to play fish more aggressively and land them faster as noted 
above. 
 
4. Barbless hooks reduce injury to trout and also help anglers release trout more quickly. If a fish is hooked deeply, any-
where near the gills, simply cut the tippet and leave the fly and release the fish. The hook will rust and fall out in a cou-
ple days which is a better choice than digging around in a trout’s throat doing more damage. 
 
5. Don’t handle trout at all if you are not going to take a photo. With barbless hooks a quick twist of the hook with your 
fingers or hemostats will dislodge the hook while the trout rests in the water in your net. 
 
6. Rubber Net Bags like those found on Fisknats and Nomad landing nets are must have tool for effective catch and re-
lease fly fishing for trout. They do not damage a trout’s layer of protective slime and they don’t snag hooks. Larger rub-
ber net bags are better than small, giving the trout a comfortable place to rest in the water while being released or re-
vived. 
 
7. Revive trout as necessary. When landed under warm water conditions, trout, especially larger specimens that have 
been played hard require a little extra attention when being released. Think of a marathon runner at the end of a race. 
Oxygen needs to be recovered and lactic acid purged. If a fish cannot remain upright, wag its tail, shake its head and 
look generally spunky it needs to be revived. Do not handle the trout while reviving. Do not move it back and forth in 
the water. Keep it resting in the net facing upstream into the current allowing water to flow over its gills and simply let 
it recover oxygen for as long as necessary. When the fish begins to actively try to swim out of the net it is ready to go. 
I’ve had to revive large trout for as long as ten minutes or more before they swam off on their own. 
 
We all should be adamant about protecting our fisheries and doing the best job possible to keep the trout & steelhead 
we love alive and well.    

Remember folks, we were all new to fishing once upon a time, please use patience and kindness when trying to ed-

ucate others on the proper etiquette and conservation skills you have acquired over the years! 

           ~ S. Zacour 
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http://www.keepemwet.org/#home
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/list/search/f~fisknat/o~re
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/list/search/f~nomad-net/o~re


Erie  County’s International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) 
 

On September 19th for a few short hours it seemed we were not in the midst of a pandemic. Other than the 
mask that we all wore, it felt normal for once. We got together on a beautiful day and took advantage of a 
great opportunity to do good for the environment.  

Thanks to everyone who came out to the over 20 site locations to clean up our water-
ways and protect Presque Isle Bay and Lake Erie! It was a beautiful day and successful 
clean up event! As of Saturday afternoon, 753 volunteers collected 209 bags to re-
move 2,119 pounds of trash over 42 miles of Lake Erie shoreline and waterways!  

At the Walnut Creek Access Area it was a great day of volunteerism. The Pennsylvania 
Steelhead Association was site manager for the cleanup at the Walnut Creek Access 
area. We had our best turnout in the 7 years we have run the site as 34 people 
showed up and picked up 285 lbs. of trash! Then immediately after a dozen of those 
guys went to the Rozee 3-CU cooperative trout and steelhead nursery in Lake City for 
another cleanup effort. Great job by all the volunteers, well done! People came from 
as far as Pittsburgh to pitch in! Thanks to all, especially FishUSA for sending 
a crew of 9 to help and to all my regular guys from the PSA!  

2020 ICC Stats: 
 

Erie County     Walnut Creek Access Area 

753 volunteers    34 Volunteers  
209 bags of trash    17.5 Bags of trash  
2,119 Est. pounds of trash   285 lbs. of trash 
42.5 miles cleaned    1 and a 1/2 miles covered 
      Total of trash over the last 7 
      years now at 1,045 pounds! 
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PSA begins trail work to improve access to Elk Creek on Gilmore farm  
 

Great turn out September 12th to work on the Gilmore farm property access to Elk Creek. Over 20 people 
showed up coming from as far as Pittsburgh. A lot of trail cleared, and better access to the water. Pennsyl-
vania Steelhead Association leading the way for work for all Steelhead fisherman. 

Over 20 Pennsylvania Steelhead Association members 
showed up to bang out some trails to the creek bottom off of 
Beckman Road, on the west and east entrances. Some of our 
members drove 2 1/2 hours to get here. These enhance-
ments have greatly improved angler access to one of the 
most beautiful sections of Elk Creek. A big time thank you to 
everyone who made it happen. Ari Capotis, Dan Hart, Paul 
Hicks, Brett Staley, Levi Staley, Mike Terza, Don Tamarow, 
Chris Fatica, Chet Kapinski, JT Davis, Sam Zacour, Ryan No-
vatnack, Roger Latimer, Ron Miller, Kyle Weixlmann, Edward 
Lawrence. Many others are missing from this list.             (More pictures on next page) 
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There is tranquility and stillness here — a place 

to do nothing but think. And that alone is valu-

able. Because there aren’t many places like 

this left in the world. 
~ Domenick Swentosky 
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PSA once again works to help 3-CU keep raceways functional 
 

Immediately after doing a great job at the September 19th ICC effort at the Walnut Creek Marina a dozen PSA 
members went to the Rozee 3-CU cooperative trout and steelhead nursery in Lake City for another cleanup 
effort. Great job by all the volunteers, well done! Thanks to all! 
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Below Bob Hetz checks 10,000 of his Steelhead! 



Building Resilience Against High Waters 
on Lake Erie and the Niagara River by  CHRISSY 

CHIASSON   KEVIN BUNCH      September 09, 2020  

From the Great Lakes Connection newsletter/blog of the International Joint Commission:  https://

ijc.org/en/building-resilience-against-high-waters-lake-erie-and-niagara-river  

Communities big and small along the Great Lakes have faced numerous chal-
lenges posed by extremely high lake levels over the past several years. These conditions caused 
significant hardship for many whose livelihoods depend on the lakes. Some communities have made 

significant investments to 
adapt their shorelines to be 
more resilient against flood-
ing and erosion. 

Resilience is defined by the 
US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
as the ability of a community 
to "bounce back" after haz-
ardous events such as hurri-
canes, coastal storms and 
flooding – rather than simply 
reacting to impacts. The IJC 
has focused for decades on 
the effect of high- and low-
water events on the Great 
Lakes. Following then-record 

high water levels in the late 1980s, the Canadian and United States governments asked the IJC to 
look into solutions. 

This led to a 1993 report, “Alleviating the Adverse Consequences of Fluctuating Water Levels in the 
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Basin.” The IJC revisited the topic in recent years through 
its Great Lakes Adaptive Management Committee – that studies how outflows on the St. Mary's, Ni-
agara and St. Lawrence rivers can be best managed over time in the era of climate change – and 
its Great Lakes Water Quality Board, that published a resiliency report in 2019. 

The IJC is not alone in this effort, as states, provinces, indigenous and local governments contend 
with how water levels change over time on the Great Lakes. This is the first article in a series that 
will explore and highlight how communities along the lakes use innovative solutions to adapt to the 
current period of high water levels. 

Spotlight: Lake Erie and the Niagara River watershed 

Lake Erie is the smallest of the Great Lakes in terms of volume, and has the most densely populated 
shoreline. Four states, one province and several major cities line its shores including Cleveland, 
Ohio, with a population of more than 2 million people. Lake-related activities including commercial 
shipping, recreational boating and tourism are major contributors to the regional economy. However, 
erosion has been a major problem for lakeside communities, resulting in large economic conse-
quences. 

Development of the shoreline as a result of the growth of many cities along the lake has led to in-
creased vulnerability to erosion. According to a 2018 US Army Corps of Engineers National Shore-
line Management Study on Lake Erie, nearly a quarter of the shoreline has been    
           

           (Continued on next page)  
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https://ijc.org/en/coastal-intelligence-using-science-strengthen-coastal-community-resilience
https://ijc.org/sites/default/files/ID1007.pdf
https://ijc.org/sites/default/files/ID1007.pdf
https://ijc.org/en/glam
https://ijc.org/en/wqb
https://ijc.org/sites/default/files/WQB_CCAdaptation_ProjectSummary_20170110.pdf
https://www.iwrlibrary.us/#/document/c10e42cf-e1ca-467c-e80b-99514bb72b3d
https://www.iwrlibrary.us/#/document/c10e42cf-e1ca-467c-e80b-99514bb72b3d


artificially hardened to protect coastal communities. 

Often times, these structures can exacerbate erosion in nearby areas by interfering with the natural 
build-up of sediment that help protect beaches and bluffs from wave action. In its study, the Army 
Corps predicted that climate change will exacerbate the problem by increasing the rate of erosion in 
coming years. Storms in the Great Lakes region are expected to intensify, with water level fluctuations 
amplified and ice cover reduced, allowing for winter wave action to further chip away at the shoreline. 

What are shoreline communities on Lake Erie and in the Niagara River region doing to combat im-
pacts associated with high water and wave action eroding their shorelines? 

Studying the Shoreline 

The municipality of Chatham-Kent, Ontario, is located on the northwest shore of Lake Erie. The local 
government there is working on a major shoreline study to identify how climate change contributes to 
coastal damage and hazards that pose challenges to communities in the region. 

The municipality features predominantly agricultural and automotive businesses, but also supports 
eco-tourism along its nearby beaches, provincial parks and conservation areas. As a result, preparing 
for instances of both high- and low-water levels will help safeguard Chatham-Kent into the future, ac-
cording to local officials. 

The study began in 2017 after high water levels caused flooding along the shoreline, and entails a 
120 kilometer (about 74.5 mile) coastal vulnerability assessment that includes extensive community 
input, said Thomas Kelly, general manager of infrastructure and engineering services with the Chat-
ham-Kent municipality. 

A draft report developed in partnership with the Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority, con-
sultants from Zuzek Inc. and the University of Waterloo was released in April 2020 and provides de-
tailed potential recommendations for various mitigation and adaptation projects. The report was pre-
sented to the Chatham-Kent Council on May 4. 

Kelly said they designed the study to consider current high-water conditions and the impacts of ero-
sion and flooding, along with how climate change will likely touch the region in decades to come. 
While there are about 10 recommendations being considered for the final report, Kelly said that mov-
ing at-risk roadways near the waterfront is a high-priority issue. 

“Those roads are not even passable at this time,” Kelly said as of Aug. 20, adding that water from the 
lake has been running over the road surfaces. He noted that CDN$1 million has already been spent 
trying to protect Erie Shore Drive by shoring up an existing dike to keep waters off the road, but that 
this is not a long-term solution. 

The report also notes the risks to Rondeau Bay due to the installation of a jetty in 1868 that has been 
protecting a nearby beach and allowing sandy sediment from the lake to come to rest there. This im-
pacts a barrier beach in the bay, which is losing its own sediment and sand due to the jetty’s place-
ment. 

In all, Rondeau Bay’s barrier beach lost 650 meters (2,132 feet) since the jetty went in. Kelly said this 
exposes the bay and the communities along it to the full winds and waves of Lake Erie, with dangers 
to infrastructure, communities and the unique ecology of the bay. In other areas, structures may need 
to be raised or moved where protective dikes and other measures aren’t enough. 

The study is an important step for the municipality to begin prioritizing the protection and remediation 
of high-risk areas in the face of current high water levels, Kelly said. It also will provide important les-
sons for other Lake Erie communities facing similar challenges.  

          (Continued on next page)  
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https://portal.chatham-kent.ca/downloads/es/CKLakeErieSS_HR.pdf
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An environmental assessment is underway to gather more data and set better price estimates, but 
the current report anticipates all the recommendations could cost more than CDN$131 million. 

Since this is too much for the local municipality to fund, Kelly said there would likely have to be cost
-sharing discussions between the provincial government, federal government, Chatham-Kent and 
shoreline property owners on how costs could best be split. Another key, he added, is ensuring that 
when water levels recede, these lessons and considerations are not put off, as they were after the 
high-water period in 1986-87. 

Creating Living Shorelines 

There are other examples of watershed communities that are already implementing innovative ap-
proaches to developing more resilient shorelines. 

For instance, the Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper’s Living Shorelines program in New York is helping 
restore a more natural transition from lake to land in hardened and vulnerable areas. The program 
focuses on restoring degraded shorelines throughout the Niagara River watershed to bolster the 
shoreline against erosion by absorbing and mitigating wave energy, floodwaters and storm surges. 
This approach of greening previously hard surfaces also has additional benefits: it improves water 
quality by filtering stormwater runoff, creates habitat that supports many fish and wildlife species, 
enhances public access and improves recreation opportunities such as kayaking.  

The program has completed several projects, including a revitalization of Sandy Beach Park, locat-
ed on the northern part of Grand Island on the Niagara River. There, Buffalo-Niagara Waterkeeper 
replaced sheet metal and concrete bulkhead that previously lined the shoreline with a gradual slope 
and added natural features, including boulders, rocks and logs to dissipate wave action causing 
erosion. The project also involved introducing native aquatic plant species to provide a natural buff-
er against wave action and develop a strong root system that will help combat erosion. 

Another of the Living Shoreline projects is the revitalization of Stella Niagara Preserve, located near 
Lewiston along the lower Niagara River, in partnership with the New York Land Conservancy. The 
project revamped the 29-acre preserve’s shoreline by removing a mostly concrete shoreline and 
replacing it with natural debris and native plants. The revitalization of the area was intended to im-
prove access for recreational activities and establish critical habitat for native species. According to 
Waterkeeper officials, the project improved access for paddlers, and waterfront access to the public 
as well as water quality and shoreline stability. 

Understanding how shoreline erosion will be accelerated by climate change can help Lake Erie communities 
prioritize actions to mitigate future impacts. 
Studies like the one in Chatham-Kent also have benefits for other communities on Lake Erie trying 
to develop shoreline resilience plans. The work done by groups like the Buffalo Niagara Waterkeep-
er to restore living shorelines is also critical to remediate much of the lake’s shoreline that has been 
hardened by coastal development. ~ 

 

"Angling is extremely time consuming. That's sort of the whole point." 
         

          ~Thomas McGuane  
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https://bnwaterkeeper.org/projects/livingshorelines/
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Great Lakes organizations urge Congress to include 

Great Lakes priorities in WRDA reauthorization 
Sep 23, 2020 | News and Announcements   https://www.glc.org/news/WRDA-092320   

 
Ann Arbor, Mich. – In a letter, organizations repre-
senting Great Lakes states, tribes, state legislators, 
municipalities, conservation organizations, labor, busi-
ness, and ports urged members of Congress to include 
key priorities for the Great Lakes in upcoming legisla-
tion to reauthorize the Water Resources Development 
Act. 

“Federal investment in the water infrastructure of the Great Lakes Basin has greatly benefited the ecosystems and econ-
omies in our region,” the letter reads. “We appreciate both the House and Senate’s ongoing efforts to reauthorize the Wa-
ter Resources Development Act each Congress, which helps ensure that investments meet the evolving needs of this 
dynamic region… Each bill includes key priorities for the Great Lakes, and we are encouraged by Congress’ continued 
commitment to the economic and environmental health of the Basin.” 

Priorities include investments in: the bipartisan Great Lakes Restoration Initiative; wastewater and stormwater infrastruc-
ture; Great Lakes Ports and the Maritime Transportation System; treating and eliminating harmful algal blooms; prevent-
ing and eliminating Asian Carp and other Aquatic Invasive Species; and shoreline protection and resiliency. 
These investments are endorsed by the Great Lakes Commission, Great Lakes Fishery Commission, Healing Our Wa-

ters-Great Lakes Coalition, Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, Chippewa Ottawa Resource Authori-

ty, American Great Lakes Ports Association, Great Lakes Metro Chambers Coalition,  Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Legisla-

tive Caucus and BlueGreen Alliance. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
PA Environmental Council, EDF Op-
pose ‘Sweeping And  
Unwarranted’ Changes In  
Definition Of Water Pollution In Sen-
ate Bill 619            
Wednesday Sept. 30, 2020 
http://
paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/09/pa-
environmental-council-edf-oppose.html  
 
 

On September 29, the PA Environmental Council and the Environmental Defense Foundation wrote to members of the House Environ-
mental Resources and Energy Committee urging them to oppose the “sweeping and unwarranted” changes made in the state’s Clean 
Streams Law by Senate Bill 619 (Yaw-R-Lycoming). 
      “These sweeping and unwarranted changes made by Senate Bill 619 would fundamentally change how Pennsylvania’s 
surface and groundwater is protected from pollution, significantly restrict the ability of DEP and PFBC from taking action to require the 
cleanup and prevention of spills and to assess penalties, and to the requirements for reporting spills. 

“This legislation is a drastic curtailment of water protection standards which threatens water quality across the Commonwealth 
and risks loss of state primacy under the Federal Clean Water Act.” 

The PA Council of Trout Unlimited and the national Trout Unlimited organizations both wrote to the Committee September 29 
also opposing the legislation on behalf of their more than 15,000 members in Pennsylvania.  [Read more here.] 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation said after the bill passed the Senate in June-- “Senate Bill 619 will make it easier to pollute 
the Commonwealth’s rivers and streams and with fewer consequences. Water quality in Pennsylvania should not be regulated by just 
the limited list of numeric water quality criteria. Timely response and remediation are critical. 

“A spill or discharge caused a fish kill in the Donegal Creek. The Mariner East II liquid natural gas pipeline has been plagued 
with spills. In 2017, 63,000 gallons of natural gas drilling waste spilled into the tributary of the Loyalsock Creek. If Senate Bill 619 pass-
es, spills like these may go unchecked. 

“We urge members of the House to consider the consequences Senate Bill 619 could have on aquatic life, recreation, and 
drinking water supplies.” 

The bill would benefit the conventional oil and gas industry, but is being pushed by Merck Sharp & Dohme Corporation which 
was unhappy with an April 17, 2017 settlement with DEP over an appeal of a stormwater pollution prevention permit for its West Point, 
Montgomery County plant (Environmental Hearing Board Docket No. 2015-011-L). 

The House Environmental Committee is scheduled to have an information session on Senate Bill 619 on September 30 at 
10:00 a.m. [or after the Committee’s 9:00 a.m. meeting. 

13 

https://www.glc.org/category/news/
https://www.glc.org/wp-content/uploads/Joint-Letter-on-WRDA_FINAL_092220.pdf
https://www.glc.org/wp-content/uploads/Joint-Letter-on-WRDA_FINAL_092220.pdf
https://www.glc.org/
http://www.glfc.org/
http://www.healthylakes.org/
http://www.healthylakes.org/
https://glslcities.org/
http://www.1836cora.org/
http://www.1836cora.org/
http://www.greatlakesports.org/
http://greatlakesmetrochambers.com/
https://www.csgmidwest.org/GLLC/default.aspx
https://www.csgmidwest.org/GLLC/default.aspx
https://www.bluegreenalliance.org/
https://bit.ly/3io6MMp
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=619
https://bit.ly/3mYoHwF
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2019/06/cbf-pa-urges-house-not-to-act-on-senate.html
http://ehb.courtapps.com/public/document_shower_pub.php?docketNumber=2015011


FALL, WINTER TROUT STOCKING TO EXTEND FISHING OPPORTUNITIES ON MORE 
THAN 100 WATERWAYS   09/21/2020 
 
 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (September 21) – The summer season may be winding to a 
close, but some great trout fishing opportunities are about to open on dozens of 
Pennsylvania waterways this fall and winter. 
Beginning the week of October 1 and continuing through mid-December, the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) will stock approximately 120,000 
hatchery raised adult Rainbow, Brown and Brook Trout in more than 100 streams 
and lakes.  These stockings will replenish some of the most popular fishing spots 
across the Commonwealth immediately and provide ice fishing opportunities as 
conditions allow throughout the winter. 
"Fall can be one of the most scenic and enjoyable times of year to spend a day fishing, and we're excit-
ed to provide a special opportunity for those anglers who love fishing for trout," said Brian Wisner, Di-
rector of the PFBC Bureau of Hatcheries.  "Pennsylvania is fortunate to have some of the best wild 
trout fishing waters in the country, as well as the high-quality fish we've been raising at our hatcheries 
to deliver fresh fishing opportunities to people across the state." 
This year, due to public safety concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic, the PFBC will conduct fall 
and winter trout stockings differently than in previous years.  Like stocking activities in spring 2020, 
volunteers will not be permitted to assist with fall and winter stocking.  To limit interaction with the 
public, stocking will be conducted only by PFBC staff wearing personal protective equipment, including 
masks.  
To connect anglers with these trout fishing opportunities, the PFBC has published a list of dates and 
locations on the PFBC website which indicates the week during which the stocking will occur.  This 
measure aims to provide some stocking information while continuing to discourage large gatherings 
planned around specific stocking events.  All fall and winter trout stockings will occur Monday through 
Friday.  The stocking schedule is subject to change due to local water conditions and other factors. 
 

How to Fish for Trout 
 

Trout that are stocked during fall and winter can be fished for immediately, and anglers ages 16 and 
older must have a valid Pennsylvania fishing license and trout permit.  During the extended season 
(September 1 – December 31, 2020 and January 1 - February 28, 2021), the daily creel limit is three 
trout of combined species with a minimum size of seven inches.  2020 fishing licenses and permits can 
be purchased online at www.fishandboat.com by visiting more than 700 retail license issuing agents. 
Trout can be caught on a variety of tackle including live bait such as worms and minnows; lures such 
as spinners and crankbaits; and common household baits such as pieces of cheese and corn.  Most 
beginning anglers choose a 5- or 6-foot lightweight rod with a spinning reel spooled with 4-6 lb. mono-
filament line.  Fly fishing is also popular during fall, when opportunistic fish are known to aggressively 
feed during aquatic insect hatches. 
 

Find Great Places to Fish 
 

Often, the best places to fish are waters closest to your home.  Along with the waters being stocked 
with trout this fall, anglers can check out the list of Pennsylvania's Best Fishing Waters on the PFBC 
website and FishBoatPA mobile app.  This list is based on biologist surveys of fish populations on wa-
ters across the state and can lead you to prime fall and winter fishing spots for trout and many other 
popular fish including Smallmouth Bass, Walleye, panfish, and catfish. 
In 2020, 32 waters located within Pennsylvania State Parks will be stocked with trout this fall and win-
ter.  Many of these locations feature easy angler access from shore, boat ramps, and amenities such 
as bathrooms.  

 

Safety and Social Distancing While Fishing 

 

While there are usually fewer people fishing along lakes and streams during the fall and winter 
months, to prevent the spread of COVID-19, anglers who encounter other individuals or groups are 
encouraged to practice social distancing and remain at least six feet away (the length of a standard 
fishing rod) from other anglers who are not in your family group.  
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Fishing and Boating this Fall? Wear It, PA! 

Fishing from a boat in fall can be a great way to experience the changing fall foliage as it reflects off the 
water around you!  However, boaters should keep in mind that as cooler air moves in, water tempera-
tures can drop rapidly, presenting added dangers.  All boaters, including the increased number of new 
kayakers enjoying the water this season, are reminded to wear a life jacket.  During the cold weather 
months from November 1 through April 30, anyone on a boat less than 16 feet in length, including all ca-
noes, kayaks, and paddleboards, is required to wear a life jacket.  Children age 12 and under must always 
wear a life jacket while paddling.  For more safe boating tips, visit the Safe Boating page on the PFBC web-
site.  

A Launch permit is required for operators of unpowered boats, including kayaks and canoes, who wish to 
use hundreds of PFBC boat access areas, and DCNR boat ramps inside state parks.  Launch permits are 
available for purchase at www.fishandboat.com. 

  

Link to 2020 Fall/Winter Trout Stocking Schedule: https://fbweb.pa.gov/stocking/
TroutStockingDetails_GIS.aspx 

## 

Media Contact: 
Mike Parker 
Communications Director 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
(717)585-3076 
michparker@pa.gov 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sparkle Stonefly 
Fly Type: Nymph 
Target Species: Steelhead, Brown Trout 
Recommended Region: Any area in the late winter early spring - 
Great Lakes, Rocky Mountains, Smoking Mountains, and Appala-
chians 
Imitation: Stoneflies 
 
I love fishing Stonefly nymphs for Steelhead and we have gone 
over 4 or 5 Black Stonefly patterns in the past and a couple of 
Golden Stonefly patterns as well. However, most of those are of 
the small nymph variety and I was looking for a larger pattern for 
spring and higher off colored water. I found this pattern that 
adds a little sparkle or flash to the look, it is a variation of Bow-
erman’s Sparkle Body Stone fly pattern. This pattern was high-
lighted on Current Works web site and guide service out of Trav-
erse City, Michigan. Their description that follows is what caught 
my interest: 
 “Large stonefly nymphs populate most of our trout and steelhead 
rivers and because of their size, they offer a calorie packed snack 
to fish. Water levels often fluctuate dramatically in the Spring as 
snow melts and this increase in water flow often dislodges these 
large nymphs and send them tumbling downstream making this 
pattern ideal for Spring Steelhead. 
The clarity of the water typically becomes stained with increased 
flows due to winter’s thaw and rains which is why this large pro-
file fly pattern and sparkle thorax help attract the fish’s attention. 
The color black remains visible in the water column as it contrasts 
the stained water while the rest of the pattern does a good job of 
providing a stoneflies silhouette. And the rubber legs just add a 
little motion while it dead drifts. 
This variation of Bowerman’s Sparkle Body Stone fly pattern has 
worked for steelhead in the spring, but also in late fall when 
stoneflies seem to get active crawling around the river bot-
tom.” 

Black Stonefly nymphs typical crawl along the bottom and rocks 
to make their way to the shore to hatch. They get more active 
when the sun is out and the water slightly warms. They often get 
swept away from the rocks they cling to and are floating food for 
trout.  Dead drifting the nymph near the bottom is the typical 
way to fish it. Stoneflies don’t swim to the surface so they rarely 
would float near the surface.  Adding weight to the fly leader or 
fly is important to place it correctly near the bottom. Cast it far 
enough ahead of the area the fish are holding in to allow it time 
to sink near the bottom.  

Sparkle Stonefly Nymph 

 

Recipe materials: 
Hook:  Sizes #6 or 8 Nymph hook such as a TMC 3761, Daiichi 

1560, or Mustad 3906B 
Thread:  Black 6/0 
Weight:  Lead Wire .025 or .030 Diameter 
Tail: Black Goose Biots 
Body: Awesome Possum Black Dubbing 
Rib: Vinyl V Rib – Medium Black 
Thorax and Legs: Estaz or Pear Chenille Black (Looks blue to me) 
Hackle: Hen Saddle Black 
Legs: Medium Round Rubber Legs – Black 
Wing Case: Turkey Tail Treated with Flex Seal or UV resin  
 

Tying Instructions: 
 

1. Pinch down the barb on the hook and place securely in vice. 

2. Starting near the eye of the hook start your black thread and 

wrap down the hook shank to the bend.  

3. Tie in a very small ball of dubbing above the barb to help 

spread the tail.  

4. Tie in the black biots – with the natural curve opposing 

each other in opposite directions. 

Use the dubbing ball to help spread them. The pointed 

ends should extend about the distance of the hook gap. 

5. Now add the lead wire 1/3rd of the shank’s length be-

hind the eye. After securing, wrap the 

lead around the shank towards the hook bend and tie 

off above hook point. 

6. Tie in the V-Rib just behind the lead wire, so the round-

ed side is against the hook shank. 

7. Dub a tapered body from the tail to the end of the lead wire. 

8. Palmer the vinyl rib rounded side up to create a segmented 

body. 

9. Tie in the wing case at the end of the dubbed body with the 

dull side down and let hang back of the body. 

10. Tie in the tip of a black hen saddle feather in right over the 

wing case tie in point and trim the excess.  

11. Now tie in the Estaz just in front of where the saddle hackle 

is tie in. 

12. Tie in the rubber legs on the sides of the thorax. 

13. Wind the Estaz thorax material toward the eye so the rubber 

legs are spaced out to maintain an X shape. 

14. Grab the stem of the hackle fiber and pull the saddle feather 

over the top of the thorax. Try to swipe the fiber downward 

as you tie off the feather. Trim the excess. 

15. Now try to separate the pull down the hackle fibers and pull 

back the front rubber legs and pull the wing case over the 

thorax to form a wingcase. Make sure it is centered and tie 

off behind the eye. Wrap evenly to form a small head. 

16. Half hitch or whip finish 

17. I like to add a little UV Resin to the wingcase and head of the 

fly to make it more durable.     (Continue next page)        

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&region2=Central%20US


I am planning on using the Sparkle Black Stonefly Nymph 
for the early arriving steelhead. It should work year round 
because these nymphs can live up to two and three years 
and always be present in streams. It’s weighted to help it 
get near the bottom of deep water. The color black is more 
visible in both stained water than a golden stone. 
Good luck fishing it, and send pictures if you are  
successful! 
 
Top view of finished fly. 

 
 
Bottom view of finished fly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a fly or 

wish to see a fly featured in this column of the newsletter send an 

email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly by Night Guy” in the 

subject line! 

 
 
 

 

Trout Unlimited Opposes Senate Bill 619 To 
Redefine Water Pollution In PA Saying It Will 
Harm Aquatic Life, Human Health 
 
On September 29, the PA Council Of Trout Unlimited and 
the national Trout Unlimited organizations submitted a 
letter to the House Environmental Resources and Energy 
Committee saying they oppose  Senate Bill 619 (Yaw-R-
Lycoming) because it will harm aquatic life and human 
health in Pennsylvania 
 

The Trout Unlimited groups represent over 15,000 members in 

local Chapters all across Pennsylvania. 

Senate Bill 619 makes fundamental changes to the definition of 

water pollution under the state Clean Streams Law effectively 

making most spills and discharges to rivers and streams no long-

er pollution, like those without numerical water quality standards. 

It also lets an individual or company who causes pollution to sur-

face or groundwater, rather than DEP, determine if any spill 

should even be reported to DEP and whether it is pollution in the 

first place. 

The same day, the PA Environmental Council and the Environ-

mental Defense Foundation also wrote to Committee members 

opposing the legislation.  

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation said after the bill passed the 

Senate in June-- “Senate Bill 619 will make it easier to pollute the 

Commonwealth’s rivers and streams and with fewer consequenc-

es. Water quality in Pennsylvania should not be regulated by just 

the limited list of numeric water quality criteria. Timely response 

and remediation are critical. 

“A spill or discharge caused a fish kill in the Donegal Creek. The 

Mariner East II liquid natural gas pipeline has been plagued with 

spills. In 2017, 63,000 gallons of natural gas drilling waste spilled 

into the tributary of the Loyalsock Creek. If Senate Bill 619 pass-

es, spills like these may go unchecked. 

“We urge members of the House to consider the consequences 

Senate Bill 619 could have on aquatic life, recreation, and drink-

ing water supplies.” 

The House Environmental Committee is scheduled to have an infor-

mation session on Senate Bill 619 on September 30 at 10:00 

a.m.  [Read more here.] 

The text of the letter follows-- 

Trout Unlimited is the largest coldwater conservation organization in 

Pennsylvania, representing over 15,000 members.  

TU opposes SB 619 as harmful to aquatic ecosystems and human 

health and respectfully submits the following comments for consider-

ation regarding the proposed amendments to the Pennsylvania 

Clean Streams Law as proposed in the bill. 

-- [Limits Reporting Of Spills For Pollutants Like PFAS]  SB 619 

would limit reporting of spills to those constituents with established 

numeric water quality criteria. However, many constituents contained 

in spilled materials do not have numeric water quality criteria associ-

ated with them; per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are an 

example.  

This family of chemicals is known to have contaminated groundwater 

as a result of the use and spills of firefighting foam nationally at army 

installations, including one in Horsham, and other facilities.  

They are known carcinogens, proven to impact public health. In 

Pennsylvania, alternate water supplies for Commonwealth citizens 

have had to be provided at significant cost to ratepayers and public 

dollars .                  Read entire article here: http://

paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2020/09/trout-unlimited-opposes-

senate-bill-619.html 17 

mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com
https://patrout.org/
https://www.tu.org/
https://bit.ly/33dPVrh
https://bit.ly/33dPVrh
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/CteeInfo/index.cfm?Code=8&CteeBody=H
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/CteeInfo/index.cfm?Code=8&CteeBody=H
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=619
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2019/06/cbf-pa-urges-house-not-to-act-on-senate.html
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=51125


View from a Different Perspective: 
 

Editor’s Note: I know, I know, it has been a tough year. Thankfully we can escape to the water and social dis-
tance while we fish. How many people have been able to continue their favorite activity and still maintain a 
safe and healthy environment? In the summer issue of TightLines, I wrote an article on “Some of the Benefits 
of Flyfishing” in regards to crazy times and its ability to release stress. Member Rich Sherwin sent along an-
other article written by his granddaughter in her blog along the same lines. Mary is a pharmacist that main-
tains the blog: Mary the Medicine Woman – A modern day pharmacist, here to give you doses of inspiration 
and advice without a prescription.  
https://marythemedicinewoman.com/2020/08/31/like-a-fish-out-of-water/ 
 
 

Like A Fish Out Of Water 
When you suffer from anxiety and/or depression, some days you seem perfectly normal- 
you’re swimming along and everything is just fine.  Other days, you feel like a fish out of wa-
ter- a stranger in your own body, and your mind has you convinced that you’ll never breathe 
easy again.  

You feel alone, disconnected, and like no one cares. On those days, it can be hard to even 
get out of bed in the morning because you’ve got nothing to look forward to and everything 
seems hopeless.  

Some days are high anxiety days when your mind is like a speedboat in a hurricane and you 
can’t stop thinking about all the things you did wrong, what’s wrong with the world and how 
there may never be a happy day again.  

I’d like to offer something that at first may seem a bit unusual and counterintuitive. But it can 
help a lot to make you feel better, get out of your head for a while, reconnect with people, 
and experience child-like joy.  

Tight lines 

This summer, in the Time of COVID, instead of wallowing in the uncertainty and fear, I de-
cided to try new things in an attempt to feel normal again. I began to think of things I had 
never tried that weren’t expensive or dangerous or required a special talent or ability. 

My dad loves to fish. In all these years, I have not once gone fishing with my dad. In fact, I 
hadn’t spoken to him or my mom much since March as I was busy with work and trying to 
get through the days of panic and pandemic.   

One day I asked if I could go with him the next time he was headed out to Lake Erie with his 
rods and reels.  He immediately said yes and seemed excited to share his passion for fish-
ing with me.  

That first fishing trip, in June, was a learning experience. I’m not good at fishing, I don’t par-
ticularly enjoy putting bait on hooks or the monotony when the fish aren’t biting.  What I did 
enjoy so much was the serenity of Presque Isle, the solitude of the early morning, the sun-
rise, Tim Horton’s coffee, and most importantly:  spending time with dad while he was in his 
happy place.  

A Catch 22  

Connecting with others is crucial for maintaining wellness, but sometimes it’s the last thing 

         (Continued next page) 
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you want to do.  Being around other people when you’re in a dark place is a challenge be-
cause you don’t want to put your bad vibes on other people.  

That’s the tough part of being someone who is always aware of what others are feeling. 
You know how hard it is to be around people who are panicked or in fear or angry or de-
pressed, you don’t want to put that on someone else. You don’t want to be a burden. 

But you have to get out of that space somehow to keep on doing your good work. You have 
to get unstuck. The longer you stay in a dark place, the worse it gets. 

Hooked on Sharing an Experience 

Being with someone who is passionate about what they are doing, can ignite your own pas-
sion. Taking time to be with someone while they do what they love makes them feel valued 
and cared for.  It’s fun to be like a kid and do something new and it gets you out of your 
head long enough to let go of the anxiety and fear. 

You don’t have to worry so much about your negative state because the person you’re with 
is focused on having fun and teaching you about their favorite thing.  People love to share 
their passion with others. People love it when others take an interest in them. Accompany-
ing someone when they are in their happy place creates good vibes for them and you.  

Drop a Line and “Sea” What Happens 

Contact that person you haven’t seen in a while since the quarantine. The one you really 
miss. If you don’t know what they’re into, ask them. Then ask to go with them the next time 
they do that thing.  When you go, approach the activity with a child-like sense of wonder. 
When doing new things, kids don’t feel pressure to do it right and everything new is by defi-
nition fun. Be like that.  

 

Comment and share that experience with us.  Do it!  

 

Mary Sherwin Sheehan RPh 

******************************************************************************************************** 

 

"Soon after I embraced the sport of angling I 
became convinced that I should never be able to 
enjoy it if I had to rely on the cooperation of 

the fish."   
       -Sparse Grey Hackle  
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Brett Staley: I’m a PA licensed guide (# 1052) with a passion for 
teaching others. I specialize in all your lake run species targeting 
Steelhead and Brown trout in - PA - OHIO - and NEW YORK. With 25 
years experience let me help you land that fish of a lifetime . 
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Artistic Fly Tying 
www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

Fish Man Guide  

Services 

John Bodner 

814-392-7856 

jbfish1@comcast.net 
 

A Founding Father of 

the PA Steelhead Assoc. 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm EST 
 

Saturday & Sunday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm EST  
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 
 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

EASY RISERS GANG 
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/ 
(724) 263-9252 
Email: mad84angler@aol.com 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
Bigcat80/?ref=page_internal 

http://witkosupplies.com/
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/
mailto:mad84angler@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Bigcat80/?ref=page_internal
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