
A Not For Profit Corporation 

 

PO Box 8892 Erie, PA 16505 

www.PASteelhead.com 

info@pasteelhead.com 
Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the American 

Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located at 

4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), just 

east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share 

their views and opinions. Meetings focus on 

items pertaining to the mission of the club, 

fundraising events, and local public and 

political issues affection our fisheries. The 

PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on October 11th, at  

7:30 p.m.  

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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Bragging may not bring happiness, but 
no man having caught a large fish goes 

home through an alley.   

 

Letter from our President 
  Who would have guessed that is would be 90 ̊ and no rain during the 3rd week of Septem-
ber in Erie?  The beginning of the month looked very promising, but it has warmed up con-
siderably since then, slowing down the Steelhead runs. 
 
  Thanks to Director Karl Weixlmann for stepping in at the last minute to be our speaker for 
the September meeting.  His PowerPoint presentation on dry fly fishing for Steelhead was 
something a lot of anglers have not given much thought about, especially early in the sea-
son. 
 
As of press time the Pa Fish Commission is holding their quarterly meeting in Erie.  If you are 
a “numbers guy” and like studying data regarding the stocking and harvesting fish through-
out the state, this is for you.  Lots of information is presented, and the PFBC employees real-
ly do a great job presenting a lot of information in a short presentation. 
 
  Our guest speaker for the October meeting will be Jerry Darkus.  Jerry did a presentation 
for us a couple years ago.  Since then, Jerry has another book published.    For more infor-
mation, please see the other article in the newsletter (page 11). 
 
  Don’t forget about our Fall Run Banquet.  At the time of our next meeting, the Banquet will 
only be 3 weeks away.  More information is available in the newsletter. 

    (continued in the middle of Page 2, column 2) 
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From the Wall 

After the big rain on September 3rd, the Steelhead 
that were staging off of the creek mouths shot into 
the streams and we all thought this was going to be 
the beginning of a some great fishing. A report 
from a friend said a good number of fish made it as 
far up Elk as the Girard Borough Park. I found that 
hard to believe, but ten days after the rain I went 
for a walk and found 25 to 30 fish just down stream 
from the Borough Park at the big bend hole. What 
was really amazing is no one else was there, proba-
bly because the water was gin clear and the fish 
very wary. But I decided to give it a try with the 
Dry/Dropper technique that Karl Weixlmann dis-
cussed at our PSA September meeting. I managed 
to fool three fish into striking my dropper nymph. I 
missed one by being too anxious and pulling it right 
out of his mouth, but I had two good hookups of 
very hot early run fish. They shot into the air and 
cartwheeled up and down the hole before my 4x 
tippet gave way. It was quite an adrenaline rush 
and got me excited for the fall season.  
However the creeks continued to drop and re-
mained crystal clear. A good number stayed around 
quite a while at the Walnut Creek Access area. 
While working the ICC cleanup at the Walnut area 
on Sept. 16, we witnessed fishermen coming in to 
weigh their catch, using the same office scale we 
were using to weigh our bags of garbage. While in 
the office we saw a ten pound Steelhead and a                  
     (Continued at the bottom of the next column) 

(Letter from the President  - cont. from page 1) 
 

  The fall trout stocking will start just before the meeting.  Let’s 
hope the weather cools down a bit by then, and we get a little 
rain.  It would be sad if there was a high mortality rate because 
of the warm temperatures. 
 

Tight lines 
Mark Signorino 

2 

New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Wester Erie 814-722-9430 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
 

 
NW Regional Office 

814-337-0444 

(From the Wall Cont.) 

12 pounder get weighed. A couple of beautiful fish. 
Many more were caught that day. After a few days of 
good fishing the word got out and it was elbow to el-
bow. The fishermen may have outnumbered the fish.  
Now the fish were very spooked and the bite shut down 
during most of the day.  
The nights are getting cooler and there is some rain in 
the forecast. We can only hope that each rain will trig-
ger similar runs for sustained periods. This could be a 
very good start to the season if we get a little coopera-
tion from Mother Nature. 
Hope to see you on the water. Have a great season. 
      Sam Z 

http://www.crowleysrestaurant.com/
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Let’s face it low, clear water for steelhead fishing is not ideal. Fish become spooked easily, making it difficult to present 

your bait. While these conditions can be challenging, there are several ways to increase your hookups and catch more fish. 

Here are some tactics to help catch steelhead in “bath water.” 

 

Light line. If nothing else, downsize your tippet or leader. While you may land less fish, you will absolutely have more 
hookups throughout the day by downsizing leaders. Typically a 3-4 pound fluorocarbon leader, like Seaguar Grand Max 
Fluorocarbon Leader Material  will suffice. Any lighter than this and it requires you to fight the fish for too long, which can 
be harmful to the fish.  
 

Single eggs and small beads. Single eggs in clear water is one of the most effective methods. Simply bury a small hook in 

the egg and use the smallest float leader size possible. The Daiichi 1150 Heavy Wide-Gape Hooks  in a size 16 or 18 are ex-

cellent for use with single eggs. Small beads (Great Lakes Steelhead Trick Em Beads  and Troutbeads ) in low clear water are 

very effective. Typically adding some scent to the beads such as Pautzke Liquid Krill Fish Attractant  helps catch fish, espe-

cially when there is little-to-no current. 

 

Go big or go home. For the guys that know this uncommon trick - sorry for giving it away. While small presentations are 

king when it comes to targeting clearwater steelhead, sometimes big 3-4 inch jigs with smaller heads can be deadly. Still 

make sure to downsize the hook and leader, though. You will miss hooksets for being undersized on the hook, but you will 

land more fish in the long run. 

 
Change it up. In this situation, I change my baits up 5x more than normal circumstances. The fish have seen your bait 

multiple times and you know that because you ran it right past their face. Changing your color or presentation will help 

your trip go from mediocre to a success. 

 

Small, light cranks. This may not be the most productive method on the list, but it is definitely the most exciting. Small 

cranks like Yo-Zuri Pin's Minnows  and Rapala Original Floaters  in 1-2.5 inch sizes work best. Other crankbaits in similar 

sizes work great also. The best way to fish them is in front of a pod of fish, throwing it ahead of the pack. Eventually, an 

aggressive fish will leave the group to bite. Don’t stick to one fish just because it showed some interest your bait - some 

fish are just curious and might not be willing to take your bait. 

 

Matt West is a Product Specialist at FishUSA, an Erie native and a lifelong angler. For more articles like this, please visit 

FishUSA’s content site, Angler Resources. 
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   Clear Water Tactics for Steelhead  by Matt West 

https://www.fishusa.com/product/Seaguar-Grand-Max-Fluorocarbon-Leader-Material
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Seaguar-Grand-Max-Fluorocarbon-Leader-Material
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Daiichi-1150-Heavy-WideGape-Hooks
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Great-Lakes-Steelhead-Trick-Em-Beads
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Troutbeads
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Pautzke-Liquid-Krill-Fish-Attractant
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Yo-Zuri-Pins-Minnows
https://www.fishusa.com/product/Rapala-Original-Floating
http://www.fishusa.com/learn


 
 

First Wild Trout Summit Draws Packed House of Nearly 250 

 
Nearly 250 people turned out on Aug. 26 to participate in the PFBC’s first Wild Trout 
Summit, filling the main hall of the Central Pennsylvania Institute of Science and Tech-
nology in Pleasant Gap. The daylong program featured presentations on the history of 
wild trout management; the Unassessed Waters Initiative; special regulations for wild 
trout; and how environmental permit review affects wild trout protection. 
  
Presenters also discussed the potential impacts of climate change on wild trout; the 
PFBC’s wild trout stream habitat improvement priorities; the Department of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources Brook Trout Management Plan; and Implications of Genetics on Wild Trout Management. New infor-
mation on several Penn State University radio-tracking studies was also provided.  
  
Click here to view Executive Director John Arway’s welcoming remarks. Separate videos and PDF copies of 
each presentation are available on the PFBC’s website. 
  
Summit Interview – PFBC Executive Director John Arway was interviewed by Pittsburgh Post-Gazette outdoor 
writer John Hayes. Click here to read Mr. Hayes article about the summit. 
 

 
PFBC Confirms Virus Caused Carp Deaths 

at Crawford County Reservoir 
  

HARRISBURG, Pa. (Sept. 23) – The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) has announced that laboratory 
tests have confirmed that the Koi Herpesvirus (KHV) is responsible for the deaths of thousands of carp in Crawford Coun-
ty’s Pymatuning Reservoir, located in Pymatuning State Park. 
  
The virus does not affect humans, and should not be considered a risk to human health. 
  
The deaths were first discovered late last month, primarily on the Ohio side of the reservoir. No sick or dead carp were 
observed by PFBC staff in the eastern portion of the reservoir commonly referred to as the Pymatuning Sanctuary. The 
sanctuary is separated from the main waterbody by a narrow dam and small spillway. 
  
Live carp were collected by PFBC staff on September 12 and shipped to the University of Minnesota’s Aquatic Invasive 
Species Research Center for testing. This marks the first time that the virus has been confirmed in Pennsylvania waters.   
  
The lab confirmed on September 21 that the fish had tested positive for the Koi Herpesvirus. The virus is known to affect 
only carp and koi, and there is no known way to eliminate it. 
  
The source of the virus is unknown. It could have been carried by infected fish or present in bilge water, or could have 
been in backyard pond or aquarium fish someone may have released into the lake.  
  
The PFBC urges anglers and boaters to protect the Commonwealth’s waterways by not transporting live fish between wa-
ters and by always cleaning their gear. 
  
“We want to remind anglers and boaters that it’s imperative to clean their gear after each fishing or boating trip, particularly 
if they are moving between waterways,” said Brian Niewinski, Chief of the PFBC’s Fish Production Services. “This is the 
best way to prevent the spread of viruses and aquatic invasive species.” 
  
PFBC biologists believe the deaths have peaked, but they caution that there is evidence that fish which survive KHV may 
retain the virus for long periods of time, resulting in fish becoming carriers of the pathogen. As such, it should be expected 
that the Pymatuning reservoir will experience similar periodic outbreaks over the next several years. 
  
Visit the PFBC website for more information on how to “Clean Your Gear” and stop the spread of aquatic invasive species. 
  
### 
  
Media Contact:Eric Levis, Press Secretary 
717.705.7806 or elevis@pa.gov 
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IN THE NEWS! 

http://m1e.net/c?223149197-3zAQl/bechuw.%40391879404-H0xvoAf1Iizbo
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-u07DBUmq3wZmA%40391879406-/AHzIULh0.4OA
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-b8CzxBVwNdKw2%40391879408-S5.EeVFGd0sQY
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-LZfJ1YRnAcVj2%40391937910-xl7.MZqQ2v3fE
mailto:elevis@pa.gov
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Sea Lamprey:  
A Great Lakes Invader 
Sea lampreys (Petromyzon marinus) are parasitic fish 
native to the Atlantic Ocean. Sea lampreys, which para-
sitize other fish by sucking their blood and other body 
fluids, have remained largely unchanged for more than 
340 million years and have survived through at least 
four major extinction events. 
Sea lampreys are unique from many other fishes in that 
they do not have jaws or other bony structures, and in-
stead possess a skeleton made of cartilage. While sea 
lampreys resemble eels, they are not related and are 
set apart by their unique mouth: a large oral sucking 
disk filled with sharp, horn-shaped teeth surrounding a 
razor sharp rasping tongue. 
 

How do sea lampreys kill fish? 

 
Sea lampreys attach to fish with their suction cup mouth 
then dig their teeth into flesh for grip. Once securely at-
tached, sea lampreys rasp through the fish’s scales and 
skin with their sharp tongue. Sea lampreys feed on the 
fish’s body fluids by secreting an enzyme that prevents 
blood from clotting, similar to how a leech feeds off its 
host. 
In their native Atlantic Ocean, thanks to co-evolution 
with fish there, sea lampreys are parasites that typically 
do not kill their host. In the Great Lakes, where no such 
co-evolutionary link exists, sea lampreys act as preda-
tors, with each individual capable of killing up to 40 
pounds (more than 20 kilograms) of fish over their 12-18 
month feeding period. 
Host fish in the Great Lakes are often unable to survive 
sea lamprey parasitism, either dying directly from an 
attack or from infections in the wound after an attack. 
Host fish that survive an attack often suffer from weight 
loss and a decline in health and condition. 

Sea lampreys prey on most species of large Great 
Lakes fish such as lake trout, brown trout, lake stur-
geon, lake whitefish, ciscoes, burbot, walleye, catfish, 
and Pacific salmonids including Chinook and coho salm-
on and rainbow trout/steelhead. 
 

Where are sea lampreys found? 
The first recorded observation of a sea lamprey in the 
Great Lakes was in 1835 in Lake Ontario. Niagara Falls 
served as a natural barrier, confining sea lampreys to 
Lake Ontario and preventing them from entering the re-
maining four Great Lakes. However, in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s, improvements to the Welland Canal, 
which bypasses Niagara Falls and provides a shipping 
connection between Lakes Ontario and Erie, allowed 
sea lampreys access to the rest of the Great Lakes. 
Within just a short time, sea lampreys spread through-
out the system: into Lake Erie by 1921, Lakes Michigan 
and Huron by 1936 and 1937, and Lake Superior by 
1938. Sea lampreys were able to thrive once they invad-
ed the Great Lakes because of the availability of excel-
lent spawning and larval habitat, an abundance of host 
fish, a lack of predators, and their high reproductive po-
tential—a single female can produce as many as 
100,000 eggs! 
 

What is the impact of the sea lamprey in-
vasion? 
Sea lampreys have had an enormous, negative im-
pact on the Great Lakes fishery, inflicting considerable 
damage. Before the sea lamprey invasion, Canada and 
the United States harvested about 15 million pounds of 
lake trout in the upper Great Lakes each year. By the 
late 1940s, sea lamprey populations had exploded. 
They fed on large numbers of lake trout, lake whitefish, 
and ciscoes—fish that were the mainstays of a thriving 
Great Lakes fishery. By the early 1960s, the catch had 
dropped dramatically, to approximately 300,000 pounds, 
about 2% of the previous average. During the time of 
highest sea lamprey abundance, up to 85% of fish that 
were not killed by sea lampreys were marked with sea 
lamprey attack wounds. The once thriving fisheries were 
devastated, and along with them, the hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs related to the region’s economy. 

What can be done about sea lampreys? 
The sea lamprey control program, administered by the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission, relies on exploiting 
sea lamprey vulnerability when they are congregated in 
Great Lakes tributaries, at either the larval or adult stag-
es of their life cycle. Lampricides—pesticides selective 
to lampreys and the primary sea lamprey control tac-
tic—are deployed to kill larval sea lampreys in the tribu-
taries, while a combination of barriers and traps are 
used to prevent the upstream migration and reproduc-
tion of adult sea lampreys. See Sea Lamprey Control in 
the Great Lakes for more information on the various sea 
lamprey control techniques. 

 
From: http://www.glfc.org/sea-lamprey.php  
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http://www.glfc.org/the-fishery.php
http://www.glfc.org/the-fishery.php
http://www.glfc.org/what-is-at-risk.php
http://www.glfc.org/what-is-at-risk.php
http://www.glfc.org/status.php
http://www.glfc.org/sea-lamprey-lifecycle.php
http://www.glfc.org/control.php
http://www.glfc.org/control.php
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I would like to introduce and welcome 

the following new member to our club: 
    

Tim Terella   
   

PFBC Board Votes to Reduce 
Spending by $2 Million in Fiscal 

Year 2018-19 if Legislature 
Doesn’t Act on License Fees 

  
ERIE, Pa. (Sept. 26) – Facing escalating costs and  
declining revenues after 12 years with-
out an increase in the price of a fishing 
license, the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission (PFBC) voted  
yesterday to reduce spending by $2 
million in fiscal year 2018-19 if the leg-
islature does not act on legislation to 
raise license fees.  
  
The action came during the agency’s quarterly business 
meeting held here yesterday and today.  
  
The current plan for achieving the $2 million reduction in 
operating expenses would involve closing two warmwater 
hatcheries and one trout hatchery. The plan would reduce 
the number of trout stocked in 2019 by 7.5 percent and 
would result in severe reductions to the PFBC’s coopera-
tive nursery program. 
  
PFBC Executive Director John Arway said that, barring a 
price increase established by the state legislature, the 
agency must begin to take these steps to remain financial-
ly solvent and provide basic services to the nearly 850,000 
anglers who purchase a license each year.  
  
“The price of a general fishing license was last raised in 
2005,” he said. “Since then, we have continued to provide 
the same level of services to our customers, while seeking 
a price increase from the state legislature. The Senate has 
acted twice and passed legislation in 2016 and 2017 to 
give the Commission the authority to set license fees. But 
the House has failed to vote on Senate Bill 30. Until they 
do, we must cut expenses to pay our bills.” 
  
Closing the hatcheries would result in the elimination of 
240,000 adult stocked trout in 61 streams and four lakes. 
(See the PFBC website for specific waters – map, list.)  
The production and stocking of warmwater species would 
also be affected, including walleye, American shad, 
Musky, Northern Pike and Channel Catfish. 
  
“The three hatcheries won’t be fully closed until late 2018 
or early 2019, so there is still time remaining this year for a 
legislative solution,” added Arway. “It is imperative that the 
House of Representatives act now and pass Senate Bill 
30.” 
  
### 
  
Media Contact: Eric Levis, Press Secretary 
717.705.7806 or elevis@pa.gov 
 

An angler is a man who spends rainy days 
sitting around on the muddy banks of rivers 
doing nothing because his wife won't let him 

do it at home.   

 

Save the date notice! 
 

This year’s Fall Run Banquet will be held 
on Saturday Nov. 4th at the  
Colony Banquet and Catering  
Facility. Executive Director of the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat Commission John 
Arway confirmed he will be speaking at 
the Fall Run Banquet. 
 

The location is 3014 W. 12th St.,  
Erie, Pa. 16505 
 

There still seems to be 
some confusion about 
the location. It is NOT 
at the Colony Pub & 
Grille on W. 8th St! It is 
at the Colony Banquet 
& Catering  Facility on W 12th St. 
See the add in the newsletter on page 5! 

http://m1e.net/c?223149197-V.PaejPCudyjI%40391951534-cYHNKqJPjLoXI
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-tuHUB5kuwN7vY%40391951535-f5/qDg51kwUWk
mailto:elevis@pa.gov
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
September 5, 2017  
Contact:  
Rich Carter, 614-265-6345, Rich.Carter@dnr.state.oh.us 
Marc Gaden, 734-669-3012, marc@glfc.org  
Mark Gaikowski, 608-781-6221, mgaikowski@usgs.gov  
 

Grass Carp Early Detection Efforts  
Underway for Lake Erie  

 

For the past few years Asian Carp Regional Coordinating 
Committee partners have stepped up efforts to better 
understand the population status and distribution of 
grass carp in western Lake Erie. Work completed be-
tween May 30, 2017 and July 12, 2017 has led to the 
collection of fish eggs in the Sandusky River in Ohio, 
now confirmed to be grass carp eggs. The eggs were 
collected by representatives from U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the 
University of Toledo, and then identified based on mor-
phological characteristics of the eggs by the University 
of Toledo with confirmation by the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey. The recent discovery is not an indicator of the pop-
ulation size of grass carp in the Sandusky River, but it 
does underscore the continued need for grass carp ear-
ly detection and management efforts in the area. Cur-
rent evidence suggests that grass carp, a type of Asian 
carp, are present in extremely low abundance in the 
area, making early detection a critical step in preventing 
the invasive fish from gaining a foothold in the environ-
ment. The collaborative efforts of Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources, Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources, U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Great Lakes Fishery Commission are 
yielding critical new information about the locations 
and movement patterns of grass carp. Work to assess 
the potential for reproduction of grass carp in Ohio and 
Michigan rivers is being led by U.S. Geological Survey 
and the University of Toledo, with support from the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the Michi-
gan Department of Natural Resources. Work began in 
the Sandusky River (Ohio) in 2014, the River Raisin 
(Michigan) in 2015, and the Maumee River (Ohio) in 
2017. Research is focused on learning more about the 
reproductive behaviors of grass carp and identifying po-
tential hatching locations for resulting eggs. Prior to this 
year, collection efforts in the Sandusky River yielded  
eight grass carp eggs in 2015, with no eggs collected in 
2014 or 2016. With a single female grass carp able to 

produce up to 
one million eggs 
during spawning, 
the implications 
of finding 7,649 
eggs in the 
Sandusky River 
this year are as of 
yet still unknown. It is important to note that no larval 
grass carp were found since sampling began. Coordinat-
ed fish sampling efforts focused on the Sandusky River 
and Sandusky Bay by federal, provincial and state part-
ners were completed the week of August 28. The work 
complements the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Early 
Detection and Monitoring Program for Aquatic Invasive  
Species, which is conducted in targeted areas through-
out the Great Lakes Basin in collaboration with state 
partners. Sandusky Bay was identified in 2013 as a “high 
risk” location for potential aquatic invasive species in-
troductions in Lake Erie. Information from sampling 
work, together with results from ongoing research, will 
be used to inform planning and implementation of a 
large-scale, coordinated, grass carp-focused action in 
the Sandusky River in 2018. This largerscale effort will 
more fully evaluate potential future actions to remove 
grass carp and to learn more about potential opportuni-
ties to manage the populations in Lake Erie. Future deci-
sions about specific actions that could occur in Lake Erie 
will be made through the cooperative fishery manage-
ment process facilitated by the Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission, including its Invasive Fishes Executive 
Committee and the Lake Erie Committee, in collabora-
tion with the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Com-
mittee. Information resulting from this interagency 
effort will inform potential grass carp response actions 
in Lake Erie, and may also support efforts to reduce the 
risk of introduction of bighead, silver, and black carps in 
the Great Lakes and beyond. Grass carp research and 
management actions are funded by the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, U.S. Geological Survey and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service federal appropriations, and 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources agency budgets. 
Grass carp actions are described in greater detail in the 
2017 Asian Carp Action Plan. Collectively these inter-
agency efforts also support the goals and objectives of 
the national Management and Control Plan for Bighead, 
Black, Grass, and Silver Carps in the United States.  
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PFBC Adds Waters to Popular Keystone Select Stocked Trout Program 

ERIE, Pa. (Sept. 26) – For the second consecutive year, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) is adding more 
waters to the increasingly popular Keystone Select Stocked Trout Program, bringing to 22 the total number of creeks holding 
the big 14”-20” trophy trout. 
  
The eight new waters, which will be stocked for the 2018 trout season, include: 

Armstrong County, Buffalo Creek, Section 03 (3.70 miles) – Little Buffalo Run downstream to 0.6 miles upstream of 
SR4035 (Craigsville) 

Berks County, Tulpehocken Creek, Section 06 (1.95 miles) – Outflow Blue Marsh Lake downstream to SR3008 Bridge 
(Rebers Road bridge) 

Fayette County, Meadow Run, Section 06 (2.20 miles) – Bridge on Dinner Bell Road (SR2011) downstream to the mouth 

Lebanon County, Quittapahilla Creek, Section 04 (1.10 miles) – Spruce Street Bridge (T-398) downstream to SR0934 
bridge 

Lycoming County, Lycoming Creek, Section 04 (1.30 miles) – First overhead utility line upstream of Powys Curve down-
stream to bridge on old Route 15 (SR0015) near Haleeka 

Monroe County, McMichael Creek, Section 04 (1.44 miles) – 1.6 km downstream Beaver Valley Road (T-414) bridge down-
stream to 1.14 km downstream Turkey Hill Road (T-416) bridge 

Snyder County, Middle Creek, Section 04 (1.20 miles) – SR4007 bridge downstream to the downstream boundary of State 
Game Lands 188 

Tioga County, Pine Creek, Section 06 (1.06 miles) – Darling Run downstream to 150 m downstream of Owassee Slide Run 
 

The PFBC announced earlier this year that it was adding six waters to the program, which was first launched in 2016 with eight 
creeks. Today’s announcement came during the PFBC’s quarterly business meeting held here. 
  

“We were confident when we created the Keystone Select program that anglers would enjoy the opportunities to catch trophy 
trout and wouldn’t mind driving the additional distances to these destination areas,” said PFBC Executive Director John Arway. 
“The addition of these eight streams now makes it even easier for anglers to fish a Keystone Select stream within just a few 
hours of their home.” 
  
Under the program, approximately 6,500 large trout will be distributed among the 22 waters. The trout will be stocked at a rate 
of 175 to 225 per mile, which is comparable to the numbers of similarly sized fish in Pennsylvania’s best wild trout waters. 
  
The waters are regulated under Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures Only (DHALO) regulations, which provides the opportunity to 
catch these fish multiple times. Under DHALO regulations, waters are open to fishing year-round, but anglers can harvest trout 
only between June 15 and Labor Day and the trout have to be a minimum of nine inches. For the rest of the year, these waters 
are managed on a catch-and-release-only basis and the creel limit is zero. Tackle is limited to artificial lures and flies. 
  
The six waters added earlier this year include: 

 Berks County, Tulpehocken Creek, Section 7 (1.84 miles) 

 Cambria County, Chest Creek, Section 3 (1.80 miles) 

 Fulton County, Big Cove Creek, Section 3 (0.93 miles) 

 Luzerne County, Harveys Creek, Section 4 (1.70 miles) 

 McKean County, Kinzua Creek, Section 4 (2.29 miles) 

 Venango County, Oil Creek, Section 7 (1.55 miles) 
 

The original eight waters include: 

 Chester County, Middle Branch White Clay Creek, Section 3 (1.67 miles) 

 Dauphin County, Wiconisco Creek, Section 3 (0.74 miles) 

 Lackawanna/Wyoming Counties, South Branch Tunkhannock Creek, Section 4 (0.99   miles) 

 Lawrence County, Neshannock Creek, Section 3 (2.67 miles) 

 Lycoming County, Loyalsock Creek, Section 5 (1.49 miles) 

 Potter County, First Fork Sinnemahoning Creek, Section 4 (1.67 miles) 

 Somerset County, Laurel Hill Creek, Section 3 (2.33 miles) 

 Westmoreland County, Loyalhanna Creek, Section 3 (1.67 miles) 
 

In addition, commissioners added 99 waters to the list of wild trout streams; adjusted the section limits of two waters; and re-
moved one water from the list. Three stream sections were added to the list of Class A wild trout streams. 
  
###Media Contact: Eric Levis, Press Secretary  
717.705.7806 or elevis@pa.gov  

http://m1e.net/c?223149197-qimyz0LZYaw6.%40391954334-HJQFFHF5Umjec
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-V339DZDz5qVeY%40391954334-.PEqKCx8aeSqo
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-SD4OVUz6r3ILg%40391954334-vfS.Bh.L3FIUE
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-ke.2nC/XsrYNY%40391954336-8DxV9GtZHL/YM
mailto:elevis@pa.gov


 
 
 
 
 

     Pennsylvania’s Lake Erie International Coastal Cleanup 
This year’s International Coastal Cleanup was on September 16, 2017 from 9 a.m. until noon.  17 

areas in Erie area were designated for Coastal Cleanup locations. Once again the PSA was responsi-

ble for the cleanup at the Walnut Creek Access area. Sam Zacour coordinated the effort of 14 vol-

unteers that picked up 8 bags of garbage weighing almost 60 lbs.  We also found 3 big truck tires 

too heavy to get up the bank, so we reported those to the PFBC maintenance dept. Thanks to all 

those that donated their time and efforts to help keep our waterways clean. Every little bit helps!  
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September 13th Program review 
 
Karl Weixlmann was our presentation speaker for the 
September meeting. Karl is a member of the Pennsylva-
nia Steelhead Association and sits on the board of direc-
tors. Karl has authored a great resource for the Steel-
head Valley fishermen, his book “Great Lakes Steel-
head, Salmon & Trout: Essential Techniques for Fly Fish-
ing the Tributaries” (Stackpole Books 2009). Karl is also 
one of the authors of the “Keystone Fly Fishing: The Ulti-
mate Guide to Pennsylvania’s Best Waters” (Headwater 
Books 2017) 
Karl also has 
written articles for 
the Erie Times 
News, Fly Fisher-
man, Pennsylvania 
Angler, 
and Outdoor Terri-
tory maga-
zines. He is a full-
time fly-fishing 
guide here in Erie. 
Karl Weixl-
mann has a wealth 
of experience and 
information, tips, 
and techniques for 
many species of 
fish and especially 
steelhead of the 
Great Lakes.  
His program was: Dry Fly Techniques and Strategies for 
Lake Erie Steelhead. Get rid of that bobber on your 
leader and learn how to catch more fish. 
 
He has a chapter in “Great Lakes Steelhead, Salmon and 
Trout” book on dry fly techniques. Our September Tight-
Lines newsletter contained an article excerpted from 
this. Also in an article in Fly Fisherman magazine, fall is-
sue 2011, Great Lakes Dry Fly Steelhead, he discusses 
the topic. 
 
Karl did a great job of discussing the right type of water 
and conditions for this approach and also how to present 
the flies and which flies to use. Karl also opened the floor 
to questions. All in all it was a very informative discus-
sion. 
 
 

 

Karl Weixlmann with early Steelhead caught with a dry –
dropper rig at Walnut  Creek this September. 
 

 

October 11th Program Presenter 

Jerry Darkes 
 

Jerry Darkes has fly-fished for over four decades in both 

fresh and salt water and is an expert on Great Lakes 

steelhead and warmwater fly fishing. He was the first fly-

fishing-only guide on the Ohio’s Lake Erie tributaries and 

helped to pioneer many of the fly patterns and tech-

niques used today. He made a series of fly-tying DVDs 

focusing on Great Lakes steelhead and other gamefish 

and has been featured in several books and video and 

DVD productions about Great Lakes fly fishing. He has 

appeared on several television shows, including Trout 

Unlimited TV and Outdoors Ohio.1 He has authored “Fly 

Fishing the Inland Oceans: An Anglers Guide to Finding 

and Catching Fish in the Great Lakes”, published by 

Stackpole Books 2013. 

His presentation will be entitled "A Great Lakes  

Steelhead 

Tour".  
 
1Taken from the 

back cover of his Fly 

Fishing the Inland 

Oceans book. 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

“Yellow Stimulator”-  
 

Dry fly Attractor Pattern
 
 

 
Fly Type: Usually 
fished as an indicator 
over a dropper, but can 
be “waked” to stimu-
late a strike. 
 

Target Species: Steel-
head, Trout, Bass, Pan 
fish 
 

Recommended Re-
gion: Anywhere in streams, still lakes, ponds, etc. 
 

Imitation: Adult Stoneflies, Yellow Sallies, or  other  
down wing forage. 
  

In last month’s newsletter we reprinted an excerpt from 
Karl Weixlmann’s book on Great Lakes Steelhead, Salman 
& Trout on dry fly techniques and strategies for Lake Erie 
Steelhead. Karl then did a presentation on the same topic at 
September’s membership meeting. One of the flies Karl 
preferred to use as an indicator in low clear water with sus-
pended fish is the Yellow stimulator. So I thought we 
would take a look at how to tie one here.  
The Stimulator flies were developed by Oregon’s Randall 
Kaufman. Stimulators are said to represent nothing in par-
ticular but everything all at once! It floats pretty well and is 
easier to see than other dry flies. Here in the east we tend 
to tie them much smaller than the west coast fishermen. 
But it is a great searching attractor fly for trout and can be 
used for an indicator when fishing a dropper in clear water, 
since the typical indicator spook the fish in these condi-
tions.  
 

Material List:  
Hook:  size 6-12, 3xl curved shank hook such as a Dai-
Riki 280, TMC 200R or 2312, or a Daiichi 1270 or1280  
Thread: uni-thread Hot Orange or Red 6/0 
Tail: Small sparse clump of Light Elk Hair  
Rib: Fine gold or  copper  wire (small or  extra small so 
as not to add weight) 
Palmered body hackle: Brown or  Ginger  dry fly hackle 
fibers size to hook gap 
Body (Abdomen): Yellow synthetic dry fly dubbing 
Palmered Thorax hackle: Grizzly hackle sized the same 
or slightly larger than the body hackle 
Thorax: Hot orange ice dubbing (other  colors can be 
used if you want to be less obtrusive). I want to see it! 
Wing: Light Elk hair  
 

Tying Instructions: Some people tr im the hackle at the 
bottom of a stimulator so it rides lower in the water, but if 
you are hoping to use it mainly as an indicator it is proba-
bly better to let it ride higher.  
 
 

Step 1.  Crimp down the hook barb and star t the thread 
about a third of the way down the hook shank from the eye 
and wrap to bend of the hook. Trim the thread tag and tie 
in you fine gold or copper wire, then wrap back to the 
bend.(Note: if you don’t like to use the wire to trap down the body 
hackle  as the anchoring method discussed later, then tie in hackle here.) 
 

Step 2.  Cut a small amount of elk hair , comb out the 
under fur and stack the elk hair in a stacker to even the tips. 
Tie in the small clump of Light Elk Hair for a tail with the 
tips sticking off the back of the hook approximately the 
length of the hook cap. Make the first wraps loose to cap-
ture the hair without too much flaring. Then hold the butts 
and wrap forward using spiral thread wraps so as to pre-
serve some of the hollowness of the hair for flotation. 
Wrap to the two thirds point of the hook shank and then 
spiral wrap it back again to the base of the tail. Leave plen-
ty of room for the thorax so as not to crowd the eye! Trim 
the butt ends. Crowding the eye becomes a real problem ! 
 

Step 3.  Dub a tapered abdomen star ting at the tail tie 
in. Working it forward until there is about a third of the 
hook shank left (the initial tie in point).  
 

Step 4.  Tie in a Natural Brown or  Ginger  hackle at the 
front of the body with the shiny side facing the hook eye so 
it will flow back slightly. The barbs should be the size of, 
or slightly shorter than, the hook gap. The hackle should be 
palmered back away from you and over the dubbed abdo-
men to the base of the tail. Hold the hackle up and tie it off 
with the gold wire rib counter-wrapped, reinforcing it with 
forward, spiraling wraps between the hackle. Tie off the 
wire and carefully cut away the tag end of the hackle and 
the wire. (If you tied in the hackle earlier, palmer it forward and coun-
ter wrap the wire for reinforcement). 
 

Step 5.  Prepare another  bundle of Elk hair  for  the 
wing. Cut, comb and stack a bundle about twice the thick-
ness of the tail. Tie in the wing at the one third point at the 
start of the abdomen. The wing should extend just beyond 
the base of the tail. Keeping the first wraps loose to prevent 
too much flaring of the hair and then gradually increase the 
tension of the wraps through the flaring butt ends. Trim the 
butts and taper the thorax down to about and eye width 
behind the eye.  
 

Step 6.  Bring the thread back to the base of the wing 
and tie in a grizzly hackle with slightly longer barbs than 
the body hackle. Dub a thorax of the Hot Orange Ice Dub 
forward to form a head. Try NOT to crowd the eye. 
 

Step 7.  Wrap the gr izzly hackle forward in tight, but 
open turns. Try to get at least 4 turns but leave space for 
the dubbing to show through! Tie off the hackle with the 
thread behind the eye and trim the excess. Pull the hackle 
back out of the way slightly form a small head. Whip finish 
and apply a drop of glue or head cement.  
 

The Stimulator can imitate a drowned adult stonefly, but is 
also just used as a stimulator/attractor fly as it resembles a 
wide variety of trout food. The Stimulator can be dead 
drifted. It can also be allowed to swing at the end of the 
drift, or a wake can be imparted to attract suspended fish.   
 

If any Steelhead Association members have questions 
about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of 
the newsletter send an email to: 
 info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly By Night Guy” in 
the subject line!  
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Thank You! 
 
The board of directors would like to thank 
W. Tom Kowalczuk for renewing his Witko 
Business Supplies (business) membership 
and donating an additional $50.00 to the 
PSA.  Hope you enjoy the fall season as it 
quickly approaches. 

Taking Kids Fly Fishing 
For fifteen years I have been a professional fly fishing guide and have been a part of hundreds of guided trips involving children. Based on 

what I have witnessed as a guide, there are definitely positive and effective ways to introducing kids to fly fishing. There are a lot of distrac-

tions out there for kids these days, so, if you want them to enjoy fly fishing and turn it into a lifelong hobby, the introduction needs to done 

the right way. 
 

I have a son who is just about two years old and he's already made several trips to the water with me but hopefully soon he'll be ready more 

than just observation and will be able to enjoy fly fishing himself. The key will be to make sure he is ready, to make it fun and interesting, to 

keep the time on the water suited toward a young child, and give him a good chance for success. 

At What Age Are Kids Ready to Fly Fish? 

This is a commonly asked question. There is never a set answer to that query. It has more do with a child's individual interest, patience and 

maturity levels as well physical coordination and stamina. Some kids are simply ready earlier than others based on these criteria. 

The key is not to force it if they are not ready. At five years old I was already a fishing junkie and needed no coaxing from my father to tag 

along. At six, I was a fly fisherman and wanted to be in the woods or near a creek all the time. For many kids, nine or 10 is an appropriate 

age to think about getting them involved and teaching them to fly fish. 

Keep it Fun and Interesting 

In order for a child to stay focused on any activity, it has to be engaging. Think about learning how to fly fish and apply that struggle to a ten 

year old. A drill sergeant mentality, driven by inappropriate adult expectations, will ensure that a child will not enjoy fly fishing. This should 

be their time. 

Many of the most successful kids' fly fishing guided trips I've overseen involved as much time skipping rocks, looking for bugs, playing safely 

in the water or talking sports as they did fly fishing. Find ways to make fun a priority and the trip will be a success and the child will want to 

go again, which is always the ultimate goal. 

How Long Can Children Stay Out There? 

Again, this is a case by case situation. Some kids can't get enough while others bore easily. Try not to extend the fishing trip more than a few 

minutes beyond a child's comfort level. Either take a break involving a snack or drink, or if they are happy and have had enough, end the day 

knowing it went well. Push it too far and an enjoyable fly fishing trip can turn ugly in a hurry. 

I tend to recommend half day trips for children until they reach their teenage years. After three or four hours kids are ready to either eat, 

take a nap or move on to a new activity. There are always exceptions and I have had some ace anglers in the boat that fished hard all day 

and hadn't celebrated their 12th birthday yet. 

Fly Fishing Success Keeps Them Coming Back 

A successful day on the water is always relative in fly fishing and may involve seeing a bear or learning how to cast rather than landing 20 

trout. I do think catching a fish is a driving force to get a child out of the house and back to the river. With this in mind, fly fishing trips can 

and should be set up to deliver the best possibility for catching fish. A farm pond full of gullible sunfish is perfect. For trout, a small stream or 

beaver pond loaded with small, eager brook trout is ideal. 

 

Whenever I have a parent/child team out on the water and the youngster is new to fly fishing I'll handle this situation a couple different 

ways. First, my efforts are focused on the child landing a trout on their own with no help other than instruction.  Next, if necessary, when 

Mom or Dad hooks up the rod goes immediately to child. Finally, if I feel the child really needs a fish and I'm confident I can make it happen 

quickly, I'll hook a trout and hand them the rod. Most of the time that part is quickly forgotten and the celebration revolves around "their" 

fish. Make sure to have a camera ready! 

 

Brody Henderson, Senior Guide and Web Content Writer 

"Reprinted with permission of the author Brody Henderson."  
Brody is an Erie County native who grew up fishing Elk Creek 
 before moving out west in 1996.  
See more articles from Brody Henderson at  
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/blog/brody  
Brody is a Guide and Content Writer for the Vail Valley  
Anglers operation in the Vail Colorado area. Their web-site  
is:  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/   
The shops phone number is 970-926-0900.  

http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/vva-guides
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guided-trips
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/blog/brody
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Click on links below to visit their site. 
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http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html  

724-239-3855  

info@conveyorspecialties.com 

29 Kearns Spur | Bentleyville, PA 15314 |  

Fax: 724-239-3854 

P.O. Box 436, Zelienople,PA 16063 
 
Phone: (412) 734-3856 
Toll Free: (800) 801-3746 
Fax Number: (412) 894-9082 
 
General Information: fast-info@witkosupplies.com  
Sales: sales@witkosupplies.com  
Customer Support: witko-support@witkosupplies.com 
 

Website: www.witkosupplies.com   

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   

Save Our Native Species Inc. 

S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

 

ErieVacationRental.Com  
Address: 3210 W 39th St, Erie, PA 16506  

Email: McErieVacationRental@gmail.com 

Phone: 814.580.8430 

  Keystone Anglers Guide Service 
 

Website: http://www.keystoneanglersguideservice.com/  
e-Mail: keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com  

Address: 6415 Old Route 8 North, Butler Pa 16002 

Email: keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 724-766-3196 

P. O. Box 29577 Parma, OH 44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html
mailto:info@conveyorspecialties.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:sales@witkosupplies.com
mailto:witko-support@witkosupplies.com
http://www.witkosupplies.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/mcerie/home
mailto:McErieVacationRental@gmail.com
http://www.keystoneanglersguideservice.com/
mailto:keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com
mailto:keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com

