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Meetings 
The PA Steelhead Association  typically holds meet-

ings each month except May, June, and July at 7:00 

pm on the second Wednesday of the month .  

Meetings are held  at the American Legion Post 

773.   The Legion is located at 4109 West 12th 

Street (State Route 5), just east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left when 

you walk in. We encourage members and the 

public alike to attend and share their views and 

opinions. Meetings focus on items pertaining to 

the mission of the club, fundraising events, and 

local public and political issues affection our fisher-

ies. The PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

When Monthly Membership 

Meetings are able to be held again, 

an email blast will be sent out. 

The views expressed by the 
authors of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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"“The greatest threat to our 
planet is the belief that 
someone else will save it.”   
  Robert Swan  
       (Polar explorer) 

News of Note: 
Man's mammoth catch:  
New Zealand fisherman lands possible record-breaking trout 
28 Oct, 2020 05:08 PM  NZ Herald 
 

A fisherman who caught a mammoth brown trout from the Mackenzie hydro ca-
nals near Twizel may have made smashed a record-breaking feat. 

The man, who only wants to be known as Seamus from Turangi, caught a massive 
brown trout earlier this week. 

Seamus took the whopper catch into the local Razza Bar and Bistro in Twizel, do-
nating it to the bar to be taxidermied and hung up on the wall. 

The Turangi resident wanted the 44.3lb (20.1kg) catch to sit proudly next to the 
bar's other mammoth catches on display - a 38.9lb and 38.2lb trout.  

Seamus hopes his catch will be officially announced with the present record catch 
caught in the same canal in 2013 weighing in at 42.1lb (19.1kg). 

For Seamus' catch to officially break the record, it would need to go through a 
number of processes and the fisherman would need to come forward and be 
named. 

Central South Island Fish and Game field officer Rhys Adams revealed the scales 
would have to be verified. 
Taken from the article you can read here: 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/mans-mammoth-catch-nz-fisherman-lands-possible-
record-breaking-trout/ADPJBWBWAVKX6O3AUYHWY5RGXE/ 

mailto:info@pasteelhead.com
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/mans-mammoth-catch-nz-fisherman-lands-possible-record-breaking-trout/ADPJBWBWAVKX6O3AUYHWY5RGXE/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/mans-mammoth-catch-nz-fisherman-lands-possible-record-breaking-trout/ADPJBWBWAVKX6O3AUYHWY5RGXE/
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Western Erie 814-722-0247 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444 

Steelhead fishing in all of the tribs has improved sig-

nificantly. Steelhead in Elk Creek been taken in num-

bers up to legion Park in Girard and with the contin-

uous rain we are receiving the fish will be available 

throughout the system. 

Walnut Creek has steelhead from the mouth up to 

the waterfall in the chutes. The fishing in the boat 

channel has finally improved and should only get 

better as the season progress; the boat basin marina 

at Walnut is now open for fishing and is producing 

good numbers of bites. 

Trout Run and Godfrey have also been hot when the 

lake is cooperative. 

Marina Bay on Presque will open for fishing on Sun-

day November 1st. Crapping fishing is usually good 

off of the docks as well as steelhead and bass. Steel-

head have been seen foraging for minnows near the 

north and south piers and in the channel to Marina 

Lake. 

All of the east side creeks have fish with significant 

numbers in 16 Mile and 20 Mile. 

Tight Lines, 

   

Marty and Rich 
 

  

 

Monthly Meetings have been post-
poned due to the COVID-19 

(coronavirus) pandemic ! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"All Americans believe that they 
are born fishermen. For a man 
to admit a distaste for fishing 

would be like denouncing 
mother-love or hating moon-

light." 
-John Steinbeck  

 

 

 Name                           Office    
               

Marty Grzasko            President     

Karl Weixlmann   Vice President           

Chris Fatica                 Treasurer                

Ryan Novatnack Secretary                  
 

  Board Members 
 

Dan Beck Chris Larson 
Roger Latimer             Ron Miller        
Frank Scicchitano       Harold Simmons     
Al Warner    Sam Zacour                      

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  

Click on symbols to get to 

the Pennsylvania Steel-

head Associations Web 

page & Facebook page! 

http://www.pasteelhead.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tcfarrell
http://www.pasteelhead.com/
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Membership Year Ending December 2021 

Letter to Pennsylvania Steelhead Association from Joy Fronzoli of ICC Planning Committee 
 

The 2020 Lake Erie International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) event was proof that even during COVID

-19, folks welcomed an opportunity to get outside while helping to clean up our Lake Erie wa-

tershed.  The annual ICC is the oldest and largest volunteer shoreline cleanup of its kind, but 

without the dedicated participation of groups like the Pennsylvania Steelhead Association, who 

serve as site coordinator at Erie County’s Walnut Creek Access area, this event wouldn’t be the 

annual success that it is.  

The International Coastal Cleanup began more than 30 years ago, when communities rallied 

together with the common goal of collecting and documenting the trash littering their coast-

line. The Lake Erie Coastal Cleanup was established in 2003 on Presque Isle State Park, conduct-

ed as a volunteer effort to raise awareness, build partnerships and reconnect people to their 

environment. Erie County has participated since 2003, with close to a total of 20,000 volun-

teers cleaning up over 135,000lbs of trash, which includes results from the recent 2020 ICC 

event.  The 2020 Lake Erie International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) event was proof that even during 

COVID-19, folks welcomed an opportunity to get outside while helping to clean up our Lake Erie 

watershed.  The annual ICC is the oldest and largest volunteer shoreline cleanup of its kind, but without the dedicated participation of 

groups like the Pennsylvania Steelhead Association, who serve as site coordinator at Erie County’s Walnut Creek Access area, this event 

wouldn’t be the annual success that it is.  

The International Coastal Cleanup began more than 30 years ago, when communities rallied together with the common goal of collecting 

and documenting the trash littering their coastline. The Lake Erie Coastal Cleanup was established in 2003 on Presque Isle State Park, con-

ducted as a volunteer effort to raise awareness, build partnerships and reconnect people to their environment. Erie County has participat-

ed since 2003, with close to a total of 20,000 volunteers cleaning up over 135,000lbs of trash, which includes results from the recent 2020 

ICC event.   

With your help, in 2020 we were able to pick up a total of 236 bags of trash weighing an estimated 2,420 lbs., including 10,003 cigarette 

butts, 2,590 food wrappers, 1,389 plastic bottle caps, 1,115 plastic beverage bottles and covering 44 miles of shoreline within the Water-

shed. Please accept our continued gratitude from the Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development, Keep Erie County 

Beautiful and the Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management Program. Thank you for your dedication and we look forward to your par-

ticipation in the 2021 ICC event.  In the meantime, please visit us on Facebook and remember to like and share our page: erieinternational-

coastalcleanup. 

 

Joy Fronzoli, ICC Planning Committee 
Environment & Recreation Program Administrator 
Erie County Department of Planning & Community Development 

Please pass 

along this 

Membership 

application to 

any interested 

Steelhead fish-

ermen that may 

be interested in 

joining our 

Pennsylvania 

Steelhead Asso-

ciation! 



Editors Note: This looks like a worthwhile project for someone in our area to take up and start a chapter. Taken from their page at: 
https://themayflyproject.com/?utm_source=Redington+Newsletter&utm_campaign=b1834e5aca-
Redington_i.D_December_Campaign_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_24046c7db6-b1834e5aca-84977869 
  
 

MENTORING FOSTER CHILDREN THROUGH FLY FISHING  
 

The Mayfly Project is a 501(c)(3) national organization that uses fly fishing as a catalyst to mentor and support 
children in foster care. The Mission of The Mayfly Project is to support children in foster care through fly fishing 
and introduce them to their local water ecosystems, with a hope that connecting them to a rewarding hobby will 
provide an opportunity for foster children to have fun, build confidence, and develop a meaningful connection 
with the outdoors.  
 

THE VALUE OF THE MAYFLY PROJECT FOR CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 
 

How can fly fishing improve the life of a child in foster care?  A quote from a caseworker from a project outing answers this question… 
“I couldn’t believe the change in behavior and spirit prior to our outing with TMP and then post outing—it was night and day. The children 
came feeling nervous and struggling to stay positive, and then once they started participating in the project their behavior and attitude 
changed.  Seeing the children smiling, feeling good about their accomplishments and themselves, enjoying time in nature, and excited about 
life, was worth more than we could have ever expected.” 
 

BENEFITS OF FLY FISHING 
 

Some report that when they return from a day of fly fishing they feel as if they have participated in a day of talk-therapy without hav-
ing to say a word. We use fly fishing as a mentoring tool for children in foster care because of its meditative sequences–therapists 
often prescribe fly fishing to those who suffer with PTSD, depression, and anxiety disorders as a coping mechanism. 
From our experience, children that participate in our mentoring sessions experience the calming effects of time near water, improved 
self-esteem from fly fishing successes and learning new skills, and they find so much joy when they finally trick a fish with a fly they 
tied themselves! 
Beyond the fun of fly fishing, during their time with The Mayfly Project, our mentees follow a curriculum that includes sections fo-
cused on educating how nature and fly fishing can improve mental health, called, “Characteristics of an Angler.” 
These characteristics include: Patience, Self-Confidence, Finding Brain Rest, Building Grit, Seeking Wisdom, and Appreciating the Envi-
ronment. During the project, we reflect back to this curriculum often, and ensure our mentees are in an emotionally and physically 
safe environment so they can have the best experiences.  
Our caseworkers report that our mentee’s favorite part of joining in a Mayfly Project is having their own mentor. We provide a 1:1 
mentor ratio and also a 3 in a group safety policy so that our mentees have the optimal opportunity to learn how to fly fish and re-
ceive positive attention, while also being in a safe environment. 
We believe children learn what they live, so these interactions with positive role models and mentors is an experience that will im-
pact their lives beyond the time on the water together. We all remember the person that took time from their lives to take us fishing, 
and children in foster care deserve that experience. 
The Mayfly Project was founded in Arkansas in 2015, by Jess and Laura Westbrook, and the National Program was founded in 2016 
when they partnered with Kaitlin Barnhart, of Idaho. Here is the TMP Story: 
Jess Westbrook’s idea to use fly fishing as a tool to support children in foster care was derived from how he used fly fishing as a thera-
peutic tool to manage his own anxiety. In 2014, Jess and wife Laura’s son, Kase, was born. Soon after, Jess started experiencing in-
tense anxiety attacks, which he had never had before. In a six-month period, he lost 30 lbs., was missing work frequently, and distanc-
ing himself from loved ones. Even though Jess had been fly fishing since he was six years old, something changed for him when a 
friend stepped in to help. 
“A friend that I admired kept getting me out on the river to fish and I found that when I was on the river I forgot about everything but 
fishing,” explained Jess. All his worries and anxious thoughts seemed to disappear as soon as he stepped into the water. “When we 
are fly fishing we are so concentrated on casting, mending, presenting good drifts, etc., that we forget about everything else around 
us.” 
During this time, Jess was introduced to mentoring children in foster care through an organization at church. The timing was perfect. 
He was looking for a way to give back to the community through fly-fishing, a sport that had helped him over some very tough hur-
dles. 
“It broke my heart learning more about what foster children go through and that they needed the community to support them during 
their difficult journey,” Jess said. 
Jess realized that not only could fly fishing help these children’s lives, but it would be an opportunity for them to get out on an adven-
ture, which is something they don’t often get to experience. 
Jess and Laura started The Mayfly Project, with the plan to just take his local group home children out fly fishing. He reached out to 
famous fly fishing artist, Andrea Larko, to have her create a logo for The Mayfly Project because Jess wanted to have a beautiful sym-
bol they could share with their community. 
It was that symbol that caught the eye of mental health professional, Kaitlin Barnhart, in North Idaho. “I saw the Mayfly logo on An-
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drea Larko’s Facebook page and asked her what it was for, because I was so drawn to it,” Kaitlin said. When Andrea replied to 
Kaitlin, and told her it was for a guy in Arkansas taking children in foster care fly fishing, she immediately reached out to Jess be-
cause she was doing the same thing in Idaho. 
Kaitlin had been taking children in foster care fly fishing since 2006, when she was using fly fishing as a way to decompress from 
her stressful career working for Child Protective Services, Juvenile Detention, and residential treatment with foster children. Once 
Kaitlin realized how beneficial fly fishing was for foster children specifically, it became her mission to lead this population to the 
rivers. “I realized that not only did fly fishing provide mental rest, it was empowering the children I worked with–they were proud 
of themselves and felt good about what they were accomplishing, which is so important for this population specifically,” Kaitlin 
said. 
In 2016, after many long distance phone calls and hours spent hashing through the possibilities of reaching more children in fos-
ter care across the USA, Jess and Laura partnered with Kaitlin and created the National TMP Program. With Jess’ background in 
business and finance, Laura’s background as a lawyer, Kaitlin’s background in mental health and youth leadership, their serious 
fly fishing addictions, amazing family, and new essential team members and lead mentors, The Mayfly Project is now booming 
across the USA. ~     Projects and Mentoring contact: kaitlin@themayflyproject.com  
 

Notes from the Water 
These notes were sent our way from Frank Scicchitano:       

It was nice to see Joe Koss, one of our old members who moved away a few years ago, it is where his job took him. He reminded me 
how lucky we are to have a great asset, that is the fishery, especially the steelhead. He renewed a lot of old friendships and could not 
help wet a line for a few days. Joe you are welcome back into the fold as though you never left. There is a spot on the board always 
waiting for you. ~ 

True Story....We all need a good laugh ... 

I was fishing with a fellow on the lake and he was commenting how he was fishing with leaking waders. He then proceeded to tell me 
the following story. 

"Frank, last week I was out shopping with my wife and she says "what do you want for your birthday?"  
He responded, Honey "I need new waders mine are leaking". So both of them proceeded to the sports store and she buys him the wad-
ers. I ask him "why are you not wearing the waders now?"  He responds, " she will not let me wear them until my birthday"!!!  He made 
my day I could not stop laughing knowing he is wearing leaking waders and a new pair is sitting home in a nice DRY birthday box.  True 
love is wonderful! ~  

     

Member Rich Sherwin sent in this picture of his son Richie , above. He caught his 
first Steelhead at Horseshoe Pond on Presque Isle with a Blue & Silver Little Cleo! 

 

On the left is one of the few Steelhead caught on October 20th from the Walnut Creek 

Wall after the big rains and high winds. 

Send your Fish Photos to be published in the TightLines newsletter to:  

  info@pasteelhead.com  (with the  subject listed as PSA Fish Photo)! 
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Steelhead anglers, this one’s for you! 
  

October 16 - November 15, 2020 
Sign up at FishUSA.com 

This two-fish tournament will award first, second and third place 
prizes, along with a Lunker prize: 
 

-Steelhead 1st Place: 13’ Medium Light (CCP13ML) Lamiglas The 
Closer Centerpin Rod (Valued at $599.99) + FishUSA Swag 

-Steelhead 2nd Place: $100 FishUSA Gift Card + FishUSA Swag 
-Steelhead 3rd Place: $50 FishUSA Gift Card + FishUSA Swag 
-Lunker Steelhead: $25 FishUSA Gift Card + Death Roe Prize Pack 
(Valued at $50) 

 

Additionally, four drawings for VooDoo Custom Tackle, Death Roe, 
Blood Run and Raven prize packs will take place during the  
tournament period. All participants in the tournament will be  
entered for a chance to win! 
 

The cost to participate in the FishUSA Lake Erie Steelhead  
Showdown is only $10 and registering is easy: 
 

-Download the Fishing Chaos app in your phone’s app store, or 
click HERE to search the tournament listing online. 

-Create a Fishing Chaos account or login to your existing Fishing 
 Chaos account. 
-Select the “FishUSA Lake Erie Steelhead Showdown” listing in 
the Tournament menu, click the “Register” button, and follow the 
simple registration steps. 

 

All measurements must be logged through the Fishing Chaos app once the 
tournament has started. Each submission must include a photograph with a 
designated code (made available through the app on the tournament’s start 
date) and clear measurements. 
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https://app.fishingchaos.com/tournament/fishusa-lake-erie-steelhead-showdown


Hipcamp – “The AirBNB of Camping” 

 

My wife, Patti, and I were eager to see our 3 sons and their families following a spring and summer of COVID 

restrictions.  Reluctant to go by air travel we purchased a pop-up camper and traveled across the northern 

U.S. on I-90 to Madison, Wisconsin, and then western Washington state.  We drove 500+ miles per day and 

camped at night for 5 days and 4 nights.  While looking for different campsites when planning our route, we 

happened upon Hipcamp, described as the AirBNB of camping.  

 

Hipcamp is an online site that allows you to find 

and book campsites, glampsites, RV parks, cabins, 

and treehouses across the entire U.S.   The Hip-

camp organization reaches out to a variety of pri-

vate landowners (farmers, ranchers, etc.) and asks 

if they would be willing to set aside part of their 

property for the purpose of camping.  Most of the 

campsites are off the beaten path and have a lim-

ited number of sites available allowing for a more 

private camping experience in a natural setting.  

Reserving camping sites in National, State and Re-

gional parks can also be done through Hipcamp. 

     

 
 

 

You can go online to the Hipcamp 

website and find these various 

campsites with a description of 

the property and the facilities 

they have available (bathrooms, 

showers, potable water, etc.).  

Many of the locations allow pets 

although keeping your dog on a 

leash may be a requirement.  

There is a fee for the stay, but it is 

usually very reasonable --- we 

paid anywhere from $15 to $40 

per night with an extra $10 at one 

place for our dog. 

 

Booking is done online.  The web-

site gives a detailed description of the various locations that it has available.  Because there are a limited 

number of camping sites at many of the venues and they fill up quickly in the warmer months, you need to 

get your reservations in early during the summer months. 
         (continued next page) 
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Cattle ranch north of Billings, Montana (Despite what the  
picture suggests, my wife was not thrilled with this nosy cow.) 

Glampsite in Story, Wyoming.  The campsite was completely setup by the owner and in-
cluded cooking facilities, a firepit with wood, a solar shower, Porta-John, and a comforta-

ble bed inside the tent.  It goes without saying that we did not use our pop-up camper that 
night.  (“Glamping” is a combination of the 2 words: “glamorous” and “camping”.) 



 
Montana cattle ranch.  The butte in the distance has a campsite on top which was already booked. 

 

During the course of our travels across the U.S. we booked stays through Hipcamp at a 1,000 acre Montana 

cattle ranch; a horse ranch outside of Spokane, WA; a campground near Missoula, MT; a glampsite in Story, 

WY; and a small farm in eastern South Dakota.  All the sites were interesting and generally well maintained.  

All the landowners (except one who had a meeting to attend) greeted us upon arrival.  All were genuinely nice 

people who were accommodating, interesting and made you feel very welcome. 

 

To give you a feel for Hipcamp’s philosophy, the following is excerpted from their website: 

 

“Over 60% of the United States is privately owned. It is essential to the future of our planet that much of this 
land remains undeveloped to maintain wilderness habitats and corridors that allow plants and animals to 
thrive and migrate naturally. 
 
By connecting landowners who want to keep their land undeveloped with our community of responsible, na-
ture-loving Hipcampers, recreation can help fund the conservation of this land.” 
 
If you like to camp, I suggest looking at the Hipcamp website: www.Hipcamp.com.  There is something for eve-

ryone who enjoys the outdoors. 

 

Chris Larson 
 

 

Editors notes: This looks like it has great possibilities for an extended travel fishing trip out west!  

Chris is a PSA member and serves on the Board of Directors. 
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Editor’s Note: Our own Karl Weixlmann was quoted in a Pittsburgh Post-Gazette article by John 
Hayes on October 1, 2020 . The excerpt below is from that article: 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/10/01/fishing-lake-erie-steelhead-karl-weixlmann-surf-zone
-shore/stories/202010010063 
 

With water temps dropping, catch early steelhead in the ‘surf zone’ 
John Hayes                Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
 

A lot of anglers love the idea of 20-some inches of muscle tail-walking at the end of the line. But imagining 
themselves knee-deep in 33-degree flow during a November freeze quickly puts an end to those steelhead 
dreams. 

With a shift in tactics, however, any Steelheader with a spinning rod or fly gear can experience tight lines 
long before the temperature plunges. 

Karl Weixlmann has been bringing steelhead to shore since mid-September. The Erie County author of 
“Great Lakes Steelhead, Salmon and Trout” (Headwater, $28.18), and contributor to “Keystone Fly Fish-
ing: The Ultimate Guide to Pennsylvania's Best Waters” (Headwater, $29.95), Mr. Weixlmann has been 
steelheading in the “surf zone.” 

In late summer and early autumn, the air temperature may be in the 70s when dropping water tempera-
tures trigger steelhead to gather off the tribs anticipating a big rain event that pushes the familiar scents of 
their post-natal streams through the creek mouths. Before the first runs, Mr. Weixlmann wades into the surf 
at points where the circling routes of steelhead swing within casting distance of the shoreline. 

“Right now the water temperature is 67, a little warm,” said Mr. Weixlmann last week. “To me, it’s kind of a 
late start -- it should be 66 this time of year.” 

Surf zone spin fishing anglers cast green and white Little Cleo spoons and spinners. A fly fisherman, Mr. 
Weixlmann relies on his Little Precious, a pattern he sometimes ties on point-up Clouser-style hooks with 
dumbbell eyes. 

“I call it an Upside Down Little Precious,” he said. “It 
strips in better that way. Sometimes I fish Little Pre-
cious under a strike indicator to take advantage of 
the wave action.” 

Steelhead circling routes, and spots where the fish 
swim within a long cast from shore, change with the 
wind. The trick, said Mr. Weixlmann, is to under-
stand how Lake Erie winds and waves will impact 
tributary plumes. 

When a steelhead strikes a fly or lure presented 
from the surf zone, get ready. They make a beeline 
to Canada and the fights can be thrilling. 

More Weixlmann wisdom: Much of the Erie County 
shoreline is privately owned, and some beaches are 
posted with No Trespassing signs. They may own the 
beach, but they can’t own the water. Lake Erie is a 
navigable waterway, which in Pennsylvania means it 
is owned by the public to the high water mark. Re-
main at least ankle-deep in the water and you’re legal.  First Published October 1, 2020, 12:00am 
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GLATOS Uses Advanced Telemetry to Follow Fish Across the Great Lakes  
 CHRISTOPHER S. VANDERGOOT    Michigan State University     October 13, 2020 

 

This excerpt is part of an article from the Great Lakes Connection newsletter of the International Joint Commission 

https://ijc.org/en/glatos-uses-advanced-telemetry-follow-fish-across-great-lakes 

 

Anyone who’s watched fish swim around an aquarium for even a short amount of time 
knows it’s quite fascinating. One minute the fish are resting quietly at the bottom or loaf-
ing near the surface, the next they’re frantically swimming around, chasing each other, 
darting in and out of the tank decorations. But have you ever wondered how scientists 
observe fish behavior in the wild? For example, the Great Lakes?  

To understand fish behavior and movement in natural environments, scientists typically use direct observa-
tion, such as following fish around underwater with snorkeling or scuba gear or tagging a fish and relying on 
someone to report where it was eventually caught. 

In 2010, the Great Lakes Acoustic Telemetry Observation System research initiative started tracking indi-

vidual fish using advanced telemetry to understand the mysteries of Great Lakes fish behavior. GLATOS 

is primarily funded through the US Great Lakes Restoration Initiative along with state, federal, provincial 

and tribal natural resource agencies in Canada and the United States. 

The impetus of this research was to provide fishery managers with needed information regarding the move-
ments and behavior of native fish to aid in conservation and restoration efforts and inform aquatic invasive 
species management. 

The Great Lakes Acoustic Telemetry Observation Systems, or GLATOS for short, consists of a series of 
underwater acoustic telemetry receivers deployed throughout the Great Lakes basin to monitor the move-
ments of fish tagged with acoustic transmitters.  

When a tagged fish swims close enough for a receiver to “hear” the unique signal emitted by the transmit-
ter, this information is recorded and stored on the receiver until it is downloaded at a later date. In some in-
stances, this information can be monitored in real time.  

In addition to being able to identify the presence or absence of individual fish, researchers can determine 
what temperature or water depth a fish is occupying if the transmitter is programed to record this type of in-
formation.  

To date, fish as large as lake sturgeon (almost 2 meters or up to 6 feet long) and smaller fish such as yel-
low perch have been successfully tagged and tracked throughout the Great Lakes. 

As of August 2020, more than 13,000 individual fish representing 47 different species have been tagged 
and released as part of this research endeavor, resulting in close to 390 million detections or data points. 
There are now more than 1,600 active acoustic receiver deployments associated with the GLATOS net-
work. In addition to better understanding population demographics like survival and movement rates, GLA-
TOS researchers are providing fishery managers with important information regarding broad- and fine-scale 
habitat use of native and non-native fish species across the basin.  

For example, acoustic telemetry has been used to evaluate spawning behavior and habitat selection of lake 

trout near Drummond Island in Lake Huron and movements of lake trout and lake sturgeon throughout the 

Huron-Erie Corridor St. Clair River, Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River. 

Telemetry data also has played an important role evaluating current methods and developing new control 
strategies for aquatic invasive species such as sea lamprey and grass carp. 

Additionally, while most research conducted to date focused on understanding where and when fish move 
(or remain) in a particular area, in the future researchers hope to gain a better understanding of why fish 
occupy a particular area and how environmental conditions influence movement and behavior.  
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New Ohio River Watershed Plan To Benefit Economy, Environment, 
Communities In 15-State Region W E D N E S D A Y ,  O C T O B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0  

The Ohio River Basin Alliance released a sweeping strategy to help the 15-state Ohio River Watershed re-
gion and its more than 25 million residents tackle urgent environmental threats and economic needs, includ-
ing inadequate river infrastructure, pollution to the river and its tributaries, and increased flooding that is on-
ly expected to get worse due to climate change.  

The western one-third of Pennsylvania forms the headwaters of the Ohio River Watershed, including the 
Allegheny and Monongahela river watersheds. 
Click Here to read the strategy. 

“The regional plan provides a roadmap for needed investments that will benefit millions of people in 
the region by boosting our economy, protecting our drinking water, restoring our environment, protecting our 
public health, supporting our outdoor recreation, and improving our quality of life,” said Harry Stone, chair-
person of the Ohio River Basin Alliance. “We have a historic opportunity to stand up for communities large 
and small in the region—and we are going to do it. We look forward to working with stakeholders in the re-
gion, as well as local officials, governors, and members of Congress to implement these common-sense 
solutions, before these challenges get more difficult and costly. We have solutions...” 

The plan, which covers portions of the states of Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Mary-
land, Mississippi, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and 
West Virginia, highlights six regional priorities: 
-- Restoring the river, its tributaries and ecosystems to protect the health of people, fish, and wildlife; 
-- Addressing flooding to protect vulnerable communities and infrastructure; 
-- Ensuring abundant clean water for people, fish and wildlife, and businesses; 
-- Increasing nature-based recreation and tourism; 
-- Growing water-borne commerce and ensuring efficient waterborne commerce through 
adequate lock and dam infrastructure; and, 
-- Supporting robust research and education to inform the needs and opportunities of the region. 

The goal is for the regional strategy to be implemented by collaborating with local communities, 
states, and federal government and other diverse partners that leads to robust new federal investment in 
the region, akin to what other regional initiatives have received in the Chesapeake Bay, Florida Everglades, 
Great Lakes, Gulf Coast, and Puget Sound. The next phase is to craft implementation plans for the six 
goals. 

“We look forward to working with local partners to put forward solutions that benefit our environment, 
economy, and communities—especially those communities that have historically borne the brunt of pollution 
and environmental harm, such as people of color, low-income and rural communities, and Tribal Nations,” 
said Stone. “We have an obligation and responsibility to help all of the people who call the region home, 
and we believe that the regional plan can lift all boats.” 

The “Plan for the Ohio River Basin 2020 - 2025 Planning Assistance to States Study” was funded 
and performed under an agreement between Ohio River Valley Water sanitation Commission and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District, with financial support from the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

The plan received input from a diverse set of stakeholders, including state and federal agencies, col-
leges and universities, businesses, industry associations, cites, and non-governmental organizations. 
The Ohio River basin covers 204,000 square miles encompassing parts of 15 states, including the western 

part of Pennsylvania. It is home to over 25 million people. The Ohio River supplies drinking water to more 

than 5 million people. 
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https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/ORBA/ORBA2/
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PFBC TO HOLD SPECIAL MEETING VIRTUALLY ON NOVEMBER 4 
 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (October 28) – The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) will hold a special 
meeting on Wednesday, November 4, 2020.  Due to the continued public health con-
cerns related to COVID-19, the meeting will be held online with Commissioners and 
PFBC staff participating remotely. 
This special meeting is being held so that the Board may vote on two items that 
could not be acted upon during a recent quarterly business meeting, because the 
public comment period related to those items had not yet expired. 
Formal consideration of the agenda by the full Commission will begin at approxi-
mately 8:00 a.m.  The public may view a live stream of the meeting by visit-
ing: https://www.facebook.com/PaFishandBoatOpens In A New Window 
Because this meeting is being held in a virtual format, the process for accepting public comment will be 
different than an in-person gathering.  Public comments pertaining to the agenda can be submitted by 
calling (717) 705-7846 on Thursday, October 29 at 8:00 a.m. until Friday, October 30 at 12:00 p.m.   

Recorded comments will be limited to five minutes and will be presented to Commissioners prior to the 
meeting. 
 
A complete copy of the meeting schedule and the full agenda for the meeting can be found on the 
PFBC's website. 

Media Contact: 
Mike Parker, Communications Director 
(717) 585-3076 michparker@pa.gov 

*********************************************************************************************************** 

PFBC ANNOUNCES PUBLICATION OF TROUT MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PFBC staff announced the publication of the new Strategic Plan for Management of Trout Fisheries in Penn-
sylvania 2020-2024 (also known as the "Trout Plan"), which will guide specific goals and objectives of the 
PFBC's trout management program through 2024.  The goal of this plan is to ensure that adequate protec-
tion is afforded to Pennsylvania's wild trout resources and that fisheries provided through the manage-
ment of wild trout and stocking of adult and fingerling trout provide high-quality angling opportunities in 
Pennsylvania. 

"Anglers should be excited about the finalization of the trout plan, because they had a part in forming it," 
said David Nihart, PFBC Coldwater Unit Leader.  "Whether you are a die-hard stocked trout angler, a wild 
trout enthusiast, or you enjoy both, there is something in the trout plan that will appeal to you.  Trout fish-
ing is a favorite pastime for hun-
dreds of thousands of Pennsylva-
nians, and we will use this plan to 
guide our decisions as we work to 
manage and protect our trout 
fisheries now and for future gen-
erations." 

The trout plan identifies 43 spe-
cific issues facing trout manage-
ment and offers 137 strategies for 
addressing those is-
sues.  The plan can be viewed on 
the PFBC website (https://
www.fishandboat.com/Fish/
Fisheries/TroutPlan/Documents/
TroutPlan2020.pdf) 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy” 
 

Isonychia Slate Drake Nymph 
 

In the fall, cooling temps help trigger aquatic insects to emerge. A 
rather large nymph that is often present in early September 
through early November, is the Isonychia Nymph of the Slate 
Drake. Of course factors such as water levels and outside temper-
ature will dictate when that may occur, but the slow and steady 
nature of the hatch means they are often present and fish get used 
to looking for them. Fish love meals in the form of large insects 
the Isonychia fits the bill for feeding trout. Measuring in at #10 
and #12 standard nymph fly hook sizes the Isonychia is on the 
large insect menu. The nymph has a distinct whitish stripe along 
the center of its back that can help to imitate it. 

These nymphs are typically active and fast swimmers. They can 
emerge in the current but often swim to the water’s edge like 
stoneflies. The Iso’s also have a rather short but distinctive 3 
pronged tail and active gill plates through the thorax. I like a 
swimming nymph hook for this pattern, but the Daiichi 1770 that 
I used for trout is a 1X-fine that might be too light for Steelhead. 
However Daiichi has come up with an improved version of the 
1770, the DAIICHI 1870 WET NYMPH HOOK and it features 
2X-heavy wire and a gentler bend that facilitates the use of beads 
for bead head nymphs. I also like to use a sow scud back strip 
under the dorsal stripe to highlight the stripe and to push the look 
of the gills out to the sides. Many recipes call for the dorsal stripe 
to be made of a stripped hackle stem, but the stems I tried to use 
are not a consistent thickness and often cracked. Therefore I 
started using embroidery thread that I have from woven flies. It 
has 6 strands so you can vary the thickness to the size of the fly. I 
tied the dorsal stripe with one, two and three strands of the thread 
and seem to like just one the best. 

 

Isonychia slate drake”- Nymph Pattern 

 
 

 
Fly Type: Fished as a nymph 
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout, Bass 
Recommended Region: Anywhere in Eastern US 
streams on freestone waters. 
Imitation: A specific Mayfly the Slate Drake (Also 
called the Mahogany Dun) 
  

Material List:  
Hook: Daiichi 1870, (#8, 10 or  12)  
            Tied here in a size 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bead: (Optional) Black, 3.2 mm or  1/8-inch bead for #10 
hook 

Weight: (Optional) two str ips of .020 wire tied on side of 
hook shank. This helps gives the body a wider look. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thread: black, dark gray or  rusty brown, size 6/0 
Tail: 3 Peacock Herl (or  3 natural gray ostr ich herl) 
Dorsal Stripe: str ipped hackle stem or  str and from embroi-

dery thread 
Shell Back: Waspi Sow-Scud back in brown 
Body (Abdomen): Hares Ear Plus Dubbin, Reddish Brown 
Rib 1: Natural Gray Ostrich Herl (or  brown) 
Rib 2: Ultr a Wire, brassie size, Copper Brown (or  Black)  
Thorax: Hares Ear  Plus Dubbin, Reddish Brown  
Wingcase:  Mottled or Dark Turkey 

Tail  
Legs: Par tr idge 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                Prepped Partridge feather 
 

Description The addition of a bead head helps the fly get 
down deeper, but in low, clear water, the beadless version 
looks more natural. The addition of Ostrich herl gives it 
lifelike movement of breathing gills.  It can be used as a 
dropper under a dry or in combination with another nymph. 
Most local tiers use it in size 10.   
 
Often it is effective when fished on the stream bottom with 
split shot on the leader that allows it to sink while dead 
drifting. At the end of the drift let it rise to imitate a nymph 
trying to reach the surface.  
 

       (continued next page) 
 

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead


 
Tying Instructions: 

 

1.  Pinch down the barb (if using a bead, slip the bead on the 
hook small hole first. Tie in 3 or 4 wraps of lead wire be-
hind the bead and shove into hole in bead. Attach the 
thread to the hook and build up a bit against the bead so it 
doesn't slip around). I like to add a drop of glue here. Wind 
the thread back to the bend of the hook. 

 
2.  Tie in 3 peacock herl to form the tail no longer than half 

the length of the hook shank. Wrap the thread forward in 
smooth even wraps. 

 
3.  Tie in the dorsal stripe, sow-scud back, rib # 2 and rib # 1 

in that order, just over the point of the barb.  
 
4.  Dub the thread loosely with Hares Ear Plus Dubbin and 

wrap the dubbed thread forward to about the 55 to 60 % pt. 
to form the abdomen.  

 
5.  Palmer wrap the Ostrich Herl over the body in 5 or 6 turns 

and anchor. Then pull the scud back up and anchor it, then 
do the same to the dorsal stripe up. Make sure the thread 
acting as the dorsal strip is center before anchoring it. Now 
palmer wrap the wire (Rib 2) to add segmentation and 
make the fly more durable. Usually it is a good idea to 
counter wrap the wire as you wrap over the abdomen.  Tie 
the wire off at the front edge of the abdomen and break or 
cut off the excess wire, scud back and herl, but leave the 
strand of string or extra hackle stem to pull over the wing-
case. Make a couple of thread wraps to tie the dorsal stripe 
back slightly.  

 
6.  Wrap the tying thread back over the front edge of the abdo-

men leaving about 40% of the shank for the thorax, form-

ing a relatively smooth thread base for the wingcase. Cut a 

piece of turkey tail that is about as wide as the gap of the 

hook for the wing case. Lay it on top of the thread base at 

the front of the abdomen with the inside of the feather fac-

ing up. Tie in the turkey tail on top of the abdomen, taking 

care to keep it from folding or splitting during the tie down. 

Wrap over the wingcase to the sixty percent point on the 

shank forming a smooth thread base.  

7.  Apply more Hares Ear Plus Dubbin to the thread and start 

wrapping it back toward the wingcase. Dub to the base of 

the wingcase and then forward again to form a thick thorax. 

Tie in the partridge as legs. Fold the turkey wingcase fibers 

forward over the thorax dubbing and center of the V in the 

prepped partridge feather. Tie it down behind the eye or 

bead. It is important to keep the wingcase from rolling off 

to the side. Pull the dorsal stripe over the wingcase keeping 

it centered and tie down. Build a short thread base on the 

remaining bare portion of the shank behind the eye or bead 

if using one.  

9. Cut the remaining butt end of the hackle stem and wing-

case off flush at the back of the hook eye or bead. Build a 

smooth thread head to cover the butts and whip finish and 

apply a bit of glue to the thread. (Wingcase and shellback 

can be coated with thin UV Resin to make the fly durable).  

10. Pick out at the fur to produce a more buggy profile. This 
can be done with a piece of Velcro or a bodkin. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Tied with a Hackle stem as Dorsal stripe! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tied with a embroidery thread strand as Dorsal stripe! 

 
 
 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions about a fly 
or wish to see a fly featured in this column of the newsletter send 

an email to info@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly By Night Guy” in 
the subject line! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 

mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Brett Staley: I’m a PA licensed guide (# 1052) with a passion for 
teaching others. I specialize in all your lake run species targeting 
Steelhead and Brown trout in - PA - OHIO - and NEW YORK. With 25 
years experience let me help you land that fish of a lifetime . 

 

        Edited and published by S. Zacour         

Artistic Fly Tying 
www.artisticflytying.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Passion for tying the classic   

Atlantic Salmon Fly.    Thomas Herr 

Fish Man Guide  

Services 

John Bodner 

814-392-7856 

jbfish1@comcast.net 
 

A Founding Father of 

the PA Steelhead Assoc. 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 

44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

 

FishUSA Regular Customer Service Hours:  
 

Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 7:00 pm EST 
 

Saturday & Sunday: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm EST  
 

Website:  https://www.fishusa.com/  Phone: 800-922-1219 

http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html 
 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 
Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!  Click on links below to visit their site. 

EASY RISERS GANG 
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/ 
(724) 263-9252 
Email: mad84angler@aol.com 
Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/Bigcat80/?ref=page_internal 

http://witkosupplies.com/
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.follysend.com/flystore.html
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
http://Www.easyrisersgang.com/
mailto:mad84angler@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/Bigcat80/?ref=page_internal

