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Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the American 

Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located at 

4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), just 

east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share 

their views and opinions. Meetings focus on 

items pertaining to the mission of the club, 

fundraising events, and local public and 

political issues affection our fisheries. The 

PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on November 8th, at  

7:30 p.m.  

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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So many fish -  
so little time!   

 

Letter from our President 
 

We'll, we have fish, but not quite enough water to scatter them. 

There is something very strange about fishing in October in shorts and a T-

shirt.  I'm not looking forward to doing yard work in November when I should 

be fishing. 

Hats off to our October speaker Jerry Darkes.  Jerry's presentation on fishing 

opportunities around the Great Lakes had everyone talking after the meeting.  

I also got a lot of information on one of my bucket list destinations. 

Right now the buzz in PA fishing is the discussion concerning license in-

creases. Just about every fisherman I'm involved with is in favor of the in-

crease to preserve the PFBC services, but the increase is being promoted by 

non-fishing members of the legislature as a tax increase.  The PSA has 

backed the PFBC in support of their agency being able to set their own li-

cense fees. 

As of press time plans are being finalized for our Fall Run Banquet.  J.T.  

Davis and Frank Scicchitano have again done a great job behind the scenes 

getting everything in order for this year. 

This year we honor the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie for all they have done to pro-

mote fishing and public access in Erie.  John Arway, the Executive Director 

of the PFBC will be our featured speaker.  We hope to see you there. 

    (continued in the middle of Page 2, column 2) 
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From the Wall 

   

The best way to describe this year’s steelhead run so far is 

“WOW”. 

After at least 4 years of mediocre runs this year there are plen-

ty of steelhead in all of the Lake Erie tributaries especially in 

the lower sections of the streams. There are also significant 

numbers of steelhead in Presque Isle Bay.  

All of the streams are very low and clear at this writing but rain 

is on the way! This will no doubt invite more steelhead into the 

streams and allow them to travel upstream in significant num-

bers. 

The size of the steelhead this year is also somewhat larger and 

quite a few fish have been taken in excess of 10 pounds. The 

downside to all of this is that we have so far not seen a brown 

trout run of any significance. This should improve during the 

month of November. 

The marina at Walnut Creek should open in the first week of 

November and there appears to be a lot of steelhead in the 

basin. The basin was cleaned and deepened this past spring 

and should provide much better opportunities to help us catch 

steelhead. 

Please come out to the annual Steelhead Banquet for a good 

time and networking opportunities with your fellow anglers. 

Our organization supports YOU the steelhead angler and we 

hope you can help us. 

Our next regular meeting in November will feature Mike Ho-

sack, Biologist with the Pa Fish and Boat Commission. Mike will 

present data collected by the fish commission on the state of 

all targeted species including walleye, perch and steelhead and 

brown trout. Hopefully Mike will have good news about up-

coming years of fishing opportunities .  
 

Tight  Lines,  

Marty & Rich 

(continued from page 1– Letter from the President) 
 

The program for the November meeting will be for the 

number crunching guys. 

Michael Hosack, PFBC fisheries biologist will be present-

ing the put and take numbers of fish in Lake Erie. 

Two events this month, plan on being there! 
 
Tight lines, Mark  
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New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

Sgt. Jim Smolko: 814-572-0078 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central & Western Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Walnut Creek Access 

814-833-2464 
(Note: The Walnut Creek office is the best # to call to report  

poachers since they know who is working and where.) 
 

NW Regional Office: 814-337-0444  

http://www.crowleysrestaurant.com/
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The following letter was sent to our PSA email box on September 29th from PFBC director John Arway: 
 

Dear Fellow Pennsylvania Anglers, Boaters and Conservationists, 
  

Earlier this week, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commissioners took a bold step to ensure the future fiscal health of our 
agency. While the media has widely reported the vote they took on Monday in Erie, some of the facts have been misin-
terpreted. 
                

The Board authorized me as Executive Director to make up to $2 million in cuts for the 2018-19 fiscal year if the agen-
cy does not receive additional revenues to help meet pension and health care obligations. There are no immediate 
plans to close hatcheries or cancel trout stockings, but the Board has entrusted me to make whatever cuts might be necessary if we enter 
the next fiscal year without a revenue increase. 
  

My preference continues to be to keep all hatcheries open, stock the fish that our customers have come to expect, and address ailing in-
frastructure, but I am also prepared to make difficult decisions in the best long-term interests of the agency. If the House acts on Senate 
Bill 30 or another revenue stream this legislative session, we will be able to maintain the goods and services that drive Pennsylvania’s 
incredible fishing and boating heritage and countless local economies. 
                

The attached paper entitled Fiscal Responsibility succinctly explains our situation and the need for action. I am sending it to all members 
of the House and Senate and to sportsmen’s groups across the Commonwealth to give everyone a common frame of reference. 

  

We continue to regard the legislature as a valuable partner in helping us fulfill our mission of protecting, conserving, and enhancing our 
Commonwealth's aquatic resources to provide fishing and boating recreational opportunities. This continues to be an important part of our 
Commonwealth's heritage as well as our economy. 
  

I would like to thank you, our customers, for buying your Pennsylvania fishing license or registering your boat. I promise you that we will 
continue to be fiscally responsible in the way we spend the funds that you provide to keep our Commonwealth waters clean from the ef-
fects of pollution, safe to fish and boat and continue to manage our fisheries for the benefit of the current and future generations. If you 
support the business case that is made in the attached document, please personally contact your local legislator and let them know of your 
support for Senate Bill 30. 
  

Your Director, 
 

John Arway  
   3 

The PSA received the following Thank You from Jacob Moore, Environmental 

Planner that heads up the Erie County ICC  effort!     



Fish Pics Page: 
 

Since no members sent fish pictures to me by way of info@pasteelhead.com this month I am 

going to post some of my pictures from a few days of a family fishing outing with my brother, 

my son and my grandson! Never too early to get them on the water! 

 

The fish on the right was caught on the September  Featured Fly 

in the TightLines newsletter; the Green Butt Skunk!  
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For Immediate Release    Contact:  
October 5, 2017      Marc Gaden, 734-417-8012 SEA  
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAMPREY ABUNDANCES REMAIN AT HISTORIC LOWS IN LAKES MICHIGAN, HURON, AND ON-
TARIO BUT INCREASE IN LAKES SUPERIOR AND ERIE 

 

Rises in Lakes Superior and Erie being addressed aggressively 
 

ANN ARBOR, MI— The Great Lakes Fishery Commission today reported that populations of the invasive sea lamprey remain at near-
historic lows in Lakes Michigan, Huron, and Ontario, though the destructive, parasitic pest has increased in abundance in Lakes Superior 
and Erie1 . Sea lamprey population increases in Lakes Superior and Erie were greater compared to the other lakes even as abundances 
are generally holding steady. The Commission and its partners believe sea lamprey populations across the basin may be rebounding 
from the harsh winters of 2013/2014 and 2014/2015, though other factors such as prey availability and warmer water temperature may 
be factors as well. In response to the increased numbers, the Commission and its partners have ratcheted up control in problem areas 
and heightened monitoring and assessment so that future control efforts will be targeted effectively. 
 

Sea lampreys remain a constant battle in the Great Lakes, as the invader, native to the Atlantic Ocean, reproduces in the lakes and de-
stroys many species of fish. Today, the Great Lakes fishery is worth $7 billion annually to the people of Canada and the United States. 
Without sea lamprey control, the fishery would suffer significant ecological and economic harm. Before control, sea lampreys killed an 
estimated 103 million pounds (47 million kilograms) of fish per year. Today, because of control, sea lampreys kill less than 10 million 
pounds (4.5 million kilograms) of fish per year.  
The sea lamprey is one of the worst human-caused ecological disasters ever inflicted upon the Great Lakes. Sea lampreys invaded 
through shipping canals and, by 1939, were present throughout the system. They attach to Great Lakes fish with a tooth-filled, suction 
cup mouth and file a hole through the fish’s scales and skin with a razor-sharp tongue. The average sea lamprey will kill up to 40 pounds 
(18 kg) of fish during its parasitic stage. Sea lampreys prefer trout, salmon, whitefish, and sturgeon, but they also attack smaller fish like 
walleye and perch.  
 

Given the tremendous damage sea lampreys caused, Canada and the United States, through the 1954 Convention on Great Lakes Fisher-
ies, charged the Great Lakes Fishery Commission with implementing sea lamprey control and research; the commission partners with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the US Geological Survey to deliver the program. Sea lamprey control 
consists of several techniques including lampricides, barriers, and traps. The commission also is experimenting with chemosensory cues 
as a way to disrupt spawning behavior. For more information, visit www.glfc.org/sea-lamprey.php.  
 

“Sea lampreys are the scourge of the Great Lakes and must be controlled,” said David Ullrich, chair of the Great Lakes Fishery Commis-
sion. “Without sea lamprey control, the Great Lakes fishery would be laid to waste by the voracious predator. Unfortunately, sea lam-
preys are here to stay. Fortunately, we can control them effectively such that we lose only a small amount of fish to lamprey compared 
to the hundred million pounds lost each year prior to our control program. Sea lamprey control is worth the effort and is the foundation 
of the fishery we enjoy today. ”  
 

Ullrich added: “Today’s news about sea lamprey abundances provides reason for optimism but also is a caution against complacency. 
Although we saw increases in Lakes Superior and Erie, we still are at or near historic lows in sea lamprey abundances in the remaining 
Great Lakes. The success of the program is due to extraordinary work carried out by our control partners. Sea lampreys are resilient 
beasts and we cannot let up on our control effort. We will always work aggressively to reach our sea lamprey suppression targets in all 
lakes.”  
 
“Overall, the sea lamprey control program has been a tremendous success,” said Robert Hecky, the Commission’s vice-chairman. “The 
control program provides fish a chance to survive long enough to spawn, be caught by humans, or live a natural life. It also allows agen-
cies to restore stressed species and maintain thriving sport, commercial, and tribal fisheries.”  
 
(1 Sea lamprey abundances are reported as 3-year averages. For more information about methodology and to see lake specific graphs, 
visit www.glfc.org/status.php )        (Continued on page 7, column one) 
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By lake, the latest sea lamprey status is as follows:  
 

LAKE ONTARIO: Consistent treatment effort on Lake 
Ontario for the past 25 years has contributed to keeping lam-
prey numbers at or near target and historic lows. Sources to 
watch include the Niagara River, but this connecting channel 
currently has a low larval sea lamprey abundance.  

LAKE MICHIGAN: Heightened and targeted treatment 
strategies in Lake Michigan employed since 2012, and biennial 
treatment of the Manistique River since 2003, have contributed 
to historic lows in abundances; targeted treatment was applied 
again in 2017. Lake Michigan likely benefits from treatments in 
the northern portion of Lake Huron (e.g. St. Marys River). 
Sources of concern include tributaries that are difficult to treat 
in the northern and eastern portions of the lake.  

LAKE HURON: Heightened and targeted treatment 
strategies in Lake Huron employed since 2010, including two 
large-scale treatments of the St. Marys River, have contributed 
to historic lows in lamprey abundances; another round of tar-
geted treatment is scheduled for 2018. Lake Huron likely bene-
fits from the treatment of tributaries in the northern portion of 
Lake Michigan (e.g. Manistique River). Sources to watch include 
the St. Marys River and tributaries that are difficult to treat in 
the northern portions of the lake.  

LAKE SUPERIOR: A targeted treatment strategy was 
implemented in 2016, and the impact of these efforts will not 
be seen until 2018. The reasons for the relatively high abun-
dances in Lake Superior are not fully apparent. Sources to 
watch include lentic areas of the Chippewa, Nipigon, Gravel, 
and Batchawana rivers. Treatments have recently occurred in 
these systems. The Bad River has also been treated recently, 
however, some concerns remain that treatment effectiveness 
may not have been ideal for this system. The St. Louis River, 
which has undergone significant restoration as an area of con-
cern through the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, looms 
as a potential sea lamprey producer that would be difficult to 
treat.  

LAKE ERIE: The reasons for the relatively high abun-
dances in Lake Erie are not apparent. Sources to watch include 
the St. Clair River, the only known source of sea lamprey not 
treated regularly. Intensive larval survey efforts recently con-
ducted to identify previously undetected populations did not 
reveal any untreated tributaries. Preliminary acoustic telemetry 
results indicate that adult sea lamprey are exploring tributaries 
not currently treated, however, that does not necessarily mean 
the tributaries are producing sea lamprey. Larval assessment 
surveys will be conducted to look for recruitment in these trib-
utaries. 

 

Fish hard - you can rest 
when you die! 
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We would like to introduce and  

welcome the following new member to 

our club: 

  

Drew Burt 

Bill Denniston 

Floyd 

Greathouse 

Michael Jones 

Tony Sobina 

Brian Terrell 

Mike Veatch 

Regis Veatch 

 

Save the date notice! 
 

This year’s Fall Run Banquet will be held 
on Saturday Nov. 4th at the  
Colony Banquet and Catering  
Facility. Executive Director of the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat Commission John 
Arway confirmed he will be speaking at 
the Fall Run Banquet. 
 

The location is 3014 W. 12th St.,  
Erie, Pa. 16505 
 

There still seems to be some 
confusion about the location. 
It is NOT at the Colony Pub & 
Grille on W. 8th St! It is at the 
Colony Banquet & Catering  
Facility on W 12th St. 
See the add in the newsletter on page 5! 
Read Mike Bleech’s article in the Oct. 22 Erie Times-
News about the banquet by clicking link below: 
http://www.goerie.com/sports/20171022/mike-bleech-
attending-fall-run-banquet-must-for-those-who-
support-fishing 
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                                         Clear Water Connections            by Landon Mayer 
 

 For many anglers the winter months bring an escape from crowds and the challenge of selective trout in promise of 
a good year to come. These cold, low, clear water situations can challenge the presentation of even the most experienced of 
anglers. I have heard and used the quote “the difference between a novice and experienced angler is one split shot”. I also 
believe it is the ability, and willingness, to adjust in different fly-fishing situations that makes an angler better every time on 
the water. 
 

 During the winter months this adjustment can include the elimination of split shot all together. This will help you by 
allowing your rig to look as natural as possible with out the trout detecting something unnatural like a light reflecting piece 
of split shot. To do this you need to rely on the weight of the flies your are fishing to get your rig to the depth the trout is 
feeding. These cold months make the temps drop to the point were the trout become lethargic, or slow moving and they 
are not willing to expend a lot of energy to obtain there food. This makes your presentation, with a good fly selection the 
key to your success. 
 

 This adjustment of not using split shot can sometimes feel a little bit overwhelming. To ease the pain, the following 
are changes you can make to your rig, or presentation to bring you more clear water success in every season. Not just the 
winter months! 
 

1) The Cast to Area 
 

 One of the first adjustments you should make when you are using a split shot free rig is the placement of your flies. 
An advantage to split shot is how fast you can make your flies or fly sink. This is not as easy with weighted flies especially 
during the winter months because the size of your imitation is smaller with less weight to match the cold-water food supply. 
This requires a cast further upstream of your target allowing it time to sink in deep water situations. 
 

 For shallow water, or riffled runs, you can make the adjustment by pulling out line to extend your drift or stripping 
line in to shorten your cast. This is a huge adjustment advantage. The trout can detect the split shot because it looks unnat-
ural. This is very helpful when you are trying to place your flies perfectly to a fish you can see in gin clear water. Being able 
to apply movement to your flies or achieve a drag free drift will trigger more fish to take your flies in subsurface and top wa-
ter situations. 
 

2) The Hopper Copper Dropper 
 

 We have all been there when you are getting a drag free drift to a fish and to your surprise, the fish comes up and 
eats your indicator. You are so shocked that you set on the fish knowing there is no chance of landing it. One of the ad-
vantages to the Hopper  Copper Dropper is your indicator becomes a natural food source that in the event of such a surprise 
take you will be able to hook the aggressive trout. 
 

 But the true advantage to this technique, de-
signed by John Barr, is the long, natural, mid column 
drift you get by using the weight of the Copper John, 
and not a piece of split shot on your rig. To connect this 
technique correctly for the winter months you want to 
start with a BWO Vis-a-Dun in place of the typical BC 
Hopper connected to a 5x 71/2 ft. leader. Drop a # 18-
20 copper John using a two-three foot piece of 5-6x 
Fluorocarbon tippet off the bend of the Vis-A-Dun. 
Then drop a #20-22 Barr Emerger (BWO) or my Tung-
sten Tube Midge (red/black/copper) 18 inches off the 
bend of the Copper John using 5-6x fluorocarbon.  
 

 If rigged properly the flies will turn over easily 
without twisting or tangling. This will give you a drift 
without constantly snagging the bottom of the river, 
and your indicator becomes a realistic food imitation, making it look more natural to the trout. The size of the Hopper is 
usually determined by the size of the Copper. The heavier the Copper, the bigger you want the Hopper. 
 

                (Cont. next page) 
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 I can honestly say that this technique will fool more and larger trout to take your fly in every season of the year, espe-
cially in the cold water  
 

3) The Bead Head Dropper 
 

 The winter months can supply some challenging yet rewarding top water conditions. With the midge being the main 
food supply to the trout during these cold brisk days, the size of these midges can be small, making the trout very selective 
when they feed on top in clear water. One thing you can do in these situations is the dry dropper technique allowing the fish 
a chance to feed in the surface film or just below without having to break the waters plane. This will produce more hook ups 
because the trout will be less wary of predators above. 
 

 To be effective using this technique you need to be able 
to drop a fly off the bend of a small adult midge without sinking 
it from the dropper’s weight. This can be almost impossible using 
a small piece of split shot. The solution is using a plastic bead 
head midge dropper. The bead will give you enough weight to 
sink the dropper without drowning your dry. This is a productive 
combination for cold-water dries during the solitude the winter 
can provide. 
 

 With the amount of anglers on the water during this day 
in age, trout have become more conditioned to the fly, and any-
thing that looks unnatural in the underwater environment. This 
has become a new challenge for angler’s worldwide. To over-
come this obstacle you need to able to adapt as the trout have 
during this change. Being able to adjust in different fly-fishing 
situations using every discipline will let you fool and land more 
trout every day on the water. 
 

This is especially true when you eliminate the use of an unnatu-
ral connection of split shot on your rig. The result is a constant 
bend on your of your rod in the white snow filled paradise of winter.  
 
 

 
Landon Mayer is a fly-fishing guide, instructor 
and author. He has written numerous books in-
cluding: 101 Trout Tips published by Stackpole 
Books in 2014; Sight fishing for Trout (Stackpole 
books in 2010); Colorado’s Best Fly Fishing 
(Stackpole Books 2011); & How to Catch the Big-
gest Trout of Your Life (Wild River Press in 2007). 
He has also had many articles published in Fly 
Fisherman; Rod & Reel, Field & Stream, American 
Angler, Southwest Fly Fishing, High Country An-
gler and Fish and Fly. 
 

You can follow Landon on: 
 

His website is: http://landonmayer.com/ 
 

His Instagram account is:  https://
www.instagram.com/landonmayerflyfishing/?
hl=en 
 
  

      His Facebook page is:  https://www.facebook.com/LandonMayerFlyFishing/  
 
 
 

Snow Midge 

http://landonmayer.com/
https://www.instagram.com/landonmayerflyfishing/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/landonmayerflyfishing/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/landonmayerflyfishing/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/LandonMayerFlyFishing/


 
Take a Kid Fishing  
Contributed by FishUSA 
 

If you are reading this, you are most likely an angler. When you started your fishing career, there was probably 

someone who started you in the outdoors. In many cases, it may have been your father, but often it could have 

been your mother, uncle or neighbor. To keep the angling tradition alive, we must pass the torch to younger an-

glers. Many anglers, even experienced ones, are unsure about taking youngsters fishing. Below are some tips for 

family fishing. 

 

Select a pond, small lake or slow-moving stream with a good supply of bluegill, sunfish, small bass or even chubs 
and suckers. Lots of fish beats big fish when you are six. Avoid fast moving rivers and streams as well as steeply 
banked lakes. This will make your trip much safer. 
 

Go for short periods of time. Often, a three-year-old will fish for thirty 
minutes and be ready to chase frogs and throw rocks. As children get old-
er, their attention span grows, allowing longer forays. Turning a fishing trip 
into a marathon is a sure way to turn off a youngster. 
 

Bring snacks. Angling is much more enjoyable for both the young and old 
by having a cooler with a drink, a sandwich and a candy bar. 
 

Consider a PFD. Even when fishing from shore, accidents can happen. 
This can prevent a tragedy. Many modern life vests are very comfortable. 
 

Don’t forget sunscreen and insect repellent. Sunburn and biting flies will 
take the enjoyment out of the trip for your young companion. 
 

Let them use decent equipment. There are few times on the water that 
are as frustrating as having your gear malfunction when the fish are biting. Youngsters are no different. The equip-
ment doesn’t have to be the best, just solid and serviceable. Most of the time, by the age of five or so, children can 

operate a small spinning outfit competently. Save the tiny spincast combos 
for toddlers. 
 

Don’t plan to fish much. As a child gains angling experience, they will re-
quire less assistance each trip, but the first few trips will demand your undi-
vided attention. 
 

Keep a few. With catch and release such a common practice, many anglers 
release all of their catches. Young anglers often want to keep some fish. 
Most freshwater fish taste good when handled properly. Taking a few pan-
fish for a meal (where legal) is a good way for a child to contribute to the 
evening meal and retell their story. 
 

Take pictures. Children grow up quickly and a few snapshots to remember 
the trip for years to come will be worth it. 
 

Have fun. In today’s society fishing has gotten much more serious. When fishing with kids, remember the point is 
recreation. Kids that have fun fishing will fish their whole lives. 
 

See you on the water!  For more articles from FishUSA’s, please visit their content site, Angler Resources. 
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October 11th Program review 
 
 

Jerry Darkes author of “Fly Fishing the Inland Oceans: An 

Anglers Guide to Finding and Catching Fish in the Great 

Lakes” presented a great program entitled "A Great 

Lakes Steelhead Tour".  
 

Jerry discussed how the Steelhead have been around the 

Great Lakes since the first stockings of migratory rain-

bows in Michigan at the mouth of the AuSable River in 

1873. The Fish were from eggs taken from the McCloud 

River in California.  By the early 1900’s there were repro-

ducing populations of lake-run rainbows in a number of 

locations.  

Over the last 100 plus years a variety of steelhead strains 

have been stocked including Chambers Creek and Ska-

mania Steelhead. Michigan’s Little Manistee River has 

not had a supplemental stocking for over 100 years and 

these fish have developed into an especially hardy strain 

of fish. They form the basis of many stockings across the 

Great Lakes.  

His tour of the Great Lakes and great fishing locations for 

Steelhead was fascinating and informative. 

Above PSA president Mark Signorino presents Jerry Darkes with a 

Steelhead Association hat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 8th Presenter 
 

Michael Hosack Fisheries Biologist, PA Fish and Boat 
Commission Lake Erie Research Unit will speak to the 
PSA again this year at the November meeting. He will go 
over a PowerPoint presentation on the status of the 
steelhead and Brown Trout fisheries, our current assess-
ment efforts, future plans, and our results from the past 
several years of LECAL data.  He has been collecting this 
data for over 4 years. The catch rate data is very inter-
esting. 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

The Prince Nymph development has been credited to Doug 
Prince over 80 years ago and in many areas has made the list of 
go-to patterns for anglers. Adding weight in the form of a bead 
and lead wire made it even more versatile and effective. Most 
people are just guessing what the Prince imitates. Probably a 
stonefly nymph or isonychia nymph. It is usually classified as an 
attractor pattern. One article I read says the shucks of freshly 
hatched stoneflies and isonychia have white, stringy stuff hang-
ing out of what used to be the wingcase, where its split. This 
could be what the white biots imitate. Whatever the reasons it 
catches fish. The Bead Head Prince Nymph can make a great 
dropper pattern that also imitates a blue wing olive nymph 
(Baetis) or a Caddis nymph.  
The Prince Nymph has been on my list of possible flies to use in 
this Featured Fly column, however I have avoided using it for 
one reason – I hate working with biots. I think my fingers are too 
fat or something, I just always seem to fumble with them. How-
ever, you can’t consider yourself an accomplished fly tier if you 
are afraid of working with certain materials. So with the help of 
a few tips from a video on the Prince Nymph from “Charlies Fly 
box” web site (http://www.charliesflyboxinc.com/flybox/
print.cfm?parentID=220 ), here we go. 
 

Prince Nymph 

 
Fly Type: Nymph/Emerger  
 

Target Species: Steelhead,Trout, 
Bass, Panfish 

 

Recommended Region: Anywhere 
water  

calls for nymphing 
 

Imitation: Attractor pattern 
 

Recipe/materials 
 

Hook: The original Prince calls for a TMC 5262, or Mustad 9671 
(2xl) #4-18; when adding a bead I go up to a 3XL hook such as 
the TMC 5263 or Mustad 9672 to give a little more room to keep 
the proportions right. (The Prince is typically tied in a size 14 
with a 1/8” bead).  
Weight: O15. lead wire 
Thread: 6/0 or 70 Denier Black for sizes 4 through 14, 8/0 black 
for sizes 16 and smaller. Red can be used for if you like you flies 
with a “hot spot”. 
Bead: Brass or tungsten (tungsten beads are heavier), in gold. 
The bead should be sized to the hook.  
Tails: Brown goose biots, tied opposed.  
Rib: Small gold oval tinsel  
Body: Peacock herl  
Hackle: Mottled brown hen saddle for flies to #12, hen neck for 
#14s and smaller  
Horns: White goose biots, tied flat over the body.  
 

Tying Instructions: 
 

1. After crimping down the barb on the hook, start by slipping 
the bead over the point of the hook and around to the eye of 
the hook, with the small hole of the bead going first. 

 

2. Now wrap your 015. Lead wire around the shank of the hook 
twelve times and then push it up in the bead to keep the wraps 
tight as well as to hold the bead in place.  
 

3. Next, start your thread just behind the wire and build a small 
dam of thread there to hold the wire in place. Wrap your thread 
up to behind the bead then back down the wire, making it ta-
pered and smooth. Take the thread back to the hook bend and 
let it hang. 
 

4. Cut two brown biots to tie in for the tail. Make sure the biots 
are the same size and, when tied in, to curve out and slightly 
down from the shank of the hook. Start the biot a little to the 
near side of the shank rather than right on top. When you tie 
them on the thread torque will pull them up to the center. If 
you hold them back to back with the curves going out away 
from each other in your right hand, and then switch them to the 
left hand, you can then slide them on the hook bend on each 
side. Again slightly to the near side. Use a pinch wrap at the 
bend of the hook and tie them down with a couple of quick 
wraps. If centered properly wind the thread up the biots and the 
hook shank. Wrap to the point of the wire and then trim off the 
biots. 
5. Bring the thread back to the bend of the hook and tie in your 
gold oval tinsel for the ribbing and then tie in six or seven 
strands of peacock herl behind the bead. If you leave your 
thread near the hook bend, when you wrap the peacock herl up 
the hook shank and push the thread up as you go it will help 
keep the herl tight together. 
 

6. Wrap the peacock up the shank to behind the bead. Tie it off 
with three firm wraps and clip the excess herl. 
 

7. Reach back and counter wrap (away from you) the gold oval 
tinsel over the peacock to behind the bead. Tie down and trim 
off the excess. 
 

8. The hackle collar is next. Prepare a brown hen hackle that is 
sized to the hook. Tie the brown hackle in, first trimming a few 
of the barbs to anchor the feather. Tie the trimmed barbs and 
the stem in alongside the shank just behind the bead with three 
tight wraps. Make sure the shiny side will be on top as you 
wrap. 
9. Make two tight wraps of your hackle behind the bead, pulling 
it back as you go. Tie off and cut off the excess hackle. 
 

10. Cut two white biots for the horns. Tie these in just behind 
the bead by crossing them at the tie in point. They should reach 
the bend in the hook and point down. Hold the biots on top of 
the shank with your thumb as you tie them down to keep them 
centered. 
 

11. Whip finish and add a drop of glue or Sally Hansen’s Hard as 
Nails.      

   Sam Z 
 

 

If any Steelhead Association mem-
bers have questions about a fly or 
wish to see a fly featured in this col-
umn of the newsletter send an email 
to: 
 info@PaSteelhead.com with 
“Fly By Night Guy” in the subject 
line!  
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http://www.charliesflyboxinc.com/flybox/print.cfm?parentID=220
http://www.charliesflyboxinc.com/flybox/print.cfm?parentID=220
http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com
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Wade Fishing Preparation Tips 

 

(Ed. Note: Fall has arrived in Steelhead Alley and the 
best fishing of the year is just around the corner. Now 
is the time to make sure all of your fly fishing gear is in 
good working order.) 

 

Making repairs or replacing faulty gear now will save 
time and headaches later. The first time you step into 
cold thigh deep water is not the time to discover your 
waders have a bad leak or that your wading boots 
have a loose sole. Proper early season gear mainte-
nance along with adding a few new items to your fly 
fishing wading system will go a long ways towards 
catching more fish and staying safe on the river.  
 

Waders 
 

The first thing any angler who spends a lot of time wade 
fishing should do is buy the best waders they can afford. 
They’ll last longer and keep you dry and warm for years. 
It’s hard to beat any of the Simms wader line and my per-
sonal favorites are the Simms G3 Guide Pants. They’re a 
comfortable four season wader that enhance mobility but 
for anyone who needs to wade deep into a steelhead run 
or cross a cold trout stream in the winter, chest waders 
may be a better choice. 
 

No matter what waders you choose, there’s a good 
chance that eventually you’ll experience a leak, whether 
from an accidental puncture or just general abuse. The 
most common problem, tiny pinhole leaks, are the hardest 
to find but easy to repair. Turn your waders inside out and 
spray the general area of the leak with rubbing alcohol. As 
the alcohol evaporates, the leak will turn dark. Mark it with 
a sharpie and put a dab of Aquaseal on it and you’re 
ready to go. While larger tears can be fixed with a patch, 
most wader companies will do a better patch job if you 
send in your waders for repair. Leaks in the bootie area of 
waders are more problematic and should also be sent in 
for a warranty repair. 
 

Wading Boots  
 

One of the most important pieces of gear for a serious 
wade fisherman are wading boots. Wading boots are what 
keep you on your feet and stable while you’re wading in 
fast currents and slick rocks. Get a boot with traction and 
support that maximize durability and comfort and you’ll 
fish all day without any complaints, even when a long hike 
is in order to reach the water. The Korkers K5 Bomber 
Boot or Devil’s Canyon Boots offer anglers a rugged wad-
ing boot with versatile interchangeable soles called the 
Omnitrax system that allows anglers to quickly switch 
from felt to rubber to studded soles depending on the type 
of traction needed. 
 

Since wading boots take the brunt of abuse during any fly 
fishing wading session, anglers will eventually need to do 
some repairs. Anytime I see a rubber toe or heel cap or 
sidewall peeling away from the boot, it’s a quick fix to glue 
it down with Shoe Goo. If a sole starts peeling off, you’ll 
need to get more aggressive with the repair. Apply barge 
cement liberally and clamp the sole back to the boot until 
the glue has dried. It’s also a good idea to carry and extra 
boot lace or two or an additional Boa Lace Repair Kit in 
your pack. 
 

Wading Accessories  
 

Experienced anglers know the value of having a few extra 
fly fishing accessories that make wade fishing easier. The 
new Simms Pro Wading Staff is the best wading to come 
along in years. It’s light, sturdy and make river crossings 
much safer. Even the most nimble wading anglers can 
take advantage of a good wading staff. 
 

When the water is the right temperature and shallow 
enough to get around safely, it’s hard to beat wet wading. 
Without a good guard sock, however it can be a miserable 
experience. Regular socks aren’t designed for hours in 
the water and become extremely uncomfortable inside a 
wading boot. A good guard sock, like the Simms Guard 
Socks are built for durability, a comfortable, a precision fit 
and protect your shins from getting banged up on rocks. 
 

For some reason, a lot of wade fishermen seem to choose 
an inadequate landing net. A good landing net with a long 
handle and a larger hoop will result in many more trout 
landed than a tiny net that clips on the back of your vest. I 
like a hybrid sized net like Fishpond’s Nomad Mid-Length 
Net that can do the job from a drift boat, a float tube or on 
a small creek. The extra reach is invaluable but they’re 
not so big that they hang up in the brush while hiking. 
 
At Vail Valley Anglers we’re looking forward to a long, pro-
ductive fly fishing season here in Colorado. From wade 
fishing the Eagle River right in our backyard to exploring 
the upper Colorado River in Gore Canyon to hiking into 
remote mountain creeks full of wild brookies and cut-
throats, the wade fishing options are endless and with well 
maintained, quality fly fishing gear, the experience is even 
more enjoyable. 
 

Brody Henderson, Senior Guide and Web Content Writer 

"Reprinted with permission of the author Brody Henderson."  
Brody is an Erie County native who grew up fishing Elk Creek 
before moving out west in 1996.  
See more articles from Brody Henderson at  
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/blog/brody  
Brody is a Guide and Content Writer for the Vail Valley  
Anglers operation in the Vail Colorado area. Their web-site  
is:  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/   
The shops phone number is 970-926-0900.  

https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/simms-g3-guide-pants-mens-1
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/korkers-k-5-bomber-wading-boots-studded-kling-on
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/korkers-k-5-bomber-wading-boots-studded-kling-on
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/korkers-devils-canyon-wading-boots-studded-kling-on
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/simms-g4-boa-replacement-kit
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/simms-pro-wading-staff
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/simms-guard-socks-1
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/fishpond-nomad-mid-length-net
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/p/fishpond-nomad-mid-length-net
https://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/blog/brody
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

Click on links below to visit their site. 
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http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html  

724-239-3855  

info@conveyorspecialties.com 

29 Kearns Spur | Bentleyville, PA 15314 |  

Fax: 724-239-3854 

P.O. Box 436, Zelienople,PA 16063 
 
Phone: (412) 734-3856 
Toll Free: (800) 801-3746 
Fax Number: (412) 894-9082 
 
General Information: fast-
info@witkosupplies.com  
Sales: sales@witkosupplies.com  

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   

Save Our Native Species Inc. 

S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

 

ErieVacationRental.Com  
Address: 3210 W 39th St, Erie, PA 16506  

Email: McErieVacationRental@gmail.com 

Phone: 814.580.8430 

  Keystone Anglers Guide Service 
 

Website: http://www.keystoneanglersguideservice.com/  
e-Mail: keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com  

Address: 6415 Old Route 8 North, Butler Pa 16002 

Email: keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com 

Phone Number: 724-766-3196 

 

 

 

P. O. Box 29577  

  Parma, OH 44129 

 

 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

Erie County Outfitters 

 
Drew Burt 

Hand Crafted Fishing Nets 

814-460-5165 

ErieCountyOutfitters@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyOutfitters 

5022 Hamot St., McKean, PA 16426 

http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html
mailto:info@conveyorspecialties.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:sales@witkosupplies.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/mcerie/home
mailto:McErieVacationRental@gmail.com
http://www.keystoneanglersguideservice.com/
mailto:keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com
mailto:keystoneangler.scott@gmail.com
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
mailto:ErieCountyOutfitters@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyOutfitters

