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Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meetings 

each month except May, June, and July at 7:30 

pm on the second Wednesday of the month . 

Meetings are held  at the American Legion 

Post 773.  The Legion is located at 4109 West 

12th Street (State Route 5), just east of the Erie 

Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share their 

views and opinions. Meetings focus on items 

pertaining to the mission of the club, fundrais-

ing events, and local public and political issues 

affection our fisheries. The PFBC is often repre-

sented at our meetings for reports and ques-

tions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next meeting on 

March 8th, at 7:30 pm . 

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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Gone fishin', be back at dark-
thirty!  ~Author Unknown  

 

Letter from the President 
 

I am writing this on the 18th of Feb so I can make the deadline for the March Tight Line News 

Letter. I really don’t know where to start. The calendar says February, mid-February.  We 

should be butt deep in snow and in the low double to single digits as to our outdoor temper-

ature. 

I am looking out my window at a clear blue sky, 9AM, 47°F, and climbing to mid to high 50s 

today. The forecast calls for it to be this or higher temperatures for the next 7 days, maybe 

even into the 70s.  Maybe I don’t live in Fairview, PA anymore.  Maybe I woke up and some-

how got transported to Florida.  Anyway, this letter is supposed to have a Steelhead theme 

and it does.  Actually being in the streams during this week will be a pleasure, thanks to the 

unusually warm weather.  Now if only the Steelhead will cooperate, what few there are in 

the streams?  For as good as the weather has been this winter, we should have had a really 

productive season but as we all know, the return has not lived up to the past years.  In fact 

the return has not been great for at least three years.  Maybe, just maybe, that will change 

in the not too distant future. 

One can only hope.   

Let’s say the returns do improve (and I do believe they will), we have another problem to 

overcome: 

The loss of available access to our beloved streams.  This past fall, and just this past January, 

we lost some major, major sections of Elk Creek.  This loss of stream accessibility has been 

an ongoing conversation as to how can we stop it, but for many years, instead of getting 

better it has continually declined.  The PF&BC has worked hard at purchasing easements, 

and have made headway, but the really choice parcels of land boarding our streams has con-

tinued to be purchased and posted or even worse become private fishing clubs.  The PSA is 

dedicated to trying to preserve what access we have available 
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and work with the PF&BC to hopefully gain more but it 

seems to be a losing battle.  I really wish there was a way to 

stop this dilemma.  We can’t stop people from selling or 

buying property and once property is purchased the land 

owner can pretty much do as he pleases with it.  PSA has 

discussed a few remedies, such as maybe the PF&BC could 

purchase properties when they become available, establish 

the easement and then resell the properties with the ease-

ment already established.  Everyone and every sportsman’s 

organization has their own idea but none seem to ever real-

ly hammer out a permanent solution.  Perhaps more in-

volvement with all the local politicians, representatives, 

etc. would help.  It would really help if one of our major 

representatives was a die-hard Steelheader.  I am sure this 

problem will continue to plague the Steelhead Community, 

but hopefully we will see some resolve in the future. 

Rog 
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The weather we’ve had for the last two weeks is ab-

solutely amazing. It has been more like early April 

temperature wise. It looks like this warm weather 

will continue into the calendar spring. 

All this warmth has started pushing the trees and 

plants to awaken and begin the process of budding. 

It also has benefited us fishermen with the onset of 

some great fishing. 

Most of the streams have good numbers of holdover 

steelhead and some adult late spawners are arriving 

every day. In the lower parts of the streams and in 

the lake at stream mouths the “jack” steelhead is 

very plentiful. These fish range in size from 12 inches 

to 28 inches and are very feisty. Please remember 

that these fish cannot be harvested if they are less 

than 15 inches. I would recommend refraining from 

harvesting them as they represent this coming fall’s 

run. 

Finally as the lake warms up the availability of the 

jack steelhead will diminish substantially after the 

lake reaches 45 degrees. Until then enjoy the great 

fishing! 

 

Marty G 
 

From The Wall 

New Erie County WCO’s & Region offices Contact Info: 
 

SGT Brook R. Tolbert 
814-573-5194 
 

Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
 

Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
 

Dan Nietupski 
Wester Erie 814-722-9430 
 

Walnut Creek Access 
814-833-2464 
 

NW Regional Office 
814-337-0444 

Name                             Office                         

President                       Roger Latimer             

Dan Pastore                  Vice President           

Chris Fatica                   Treasurer                

Daniel Beck                   Secretary                  

                 Board Members 

J.T. Davis  Marty Grzasko            

Herb Knightlinger              Ron Miller              

Frank Sicicchitano             Mark Signorino      

Harold (Skip) Simmons     Karl Weixelman     

Sam Zacour                              

PSA Board of Directors and Officers  

(Letter from President continued from page 1) 
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February Program Presenter Jerry Skrypzak discussed the History of Fishing on Lake Erie 
Long time S.O.N.S. (Save Our Native Species) of Lake  

Erie Fishing Club president Jerry Skrypzak gave a very 

interesting power point presentation on the “History 

of Fishing on Lake Erie” at our February PSA mem-

bership meeting. Some of the highlights of his in-

formative talk are listed below: 

 The first commercial fisherman and the commer-

cial fishing industry began in 1824 (the fish were 

consumed locally and shipped to the Pittsburgh 

area 

 Nets were first used in 1830 (Seining Nets) 

 Gillnets in 1854 that were 300’ long 

 Pound nets came into use around 1868 

 Trap nets from 1914 to present 

 Trawling and hoop nets came later 

 From 1918- 1927 113 Million pounds of fish were caught, worth 6.65 million dollars! 

 6 Boat Yards were active in making boats in Erie 

 At one time there were 25 “party” or “head” boats to take out fisherman in Erie 

 No real regulations existed to control or supervise the commercial fishing industry 

 Initial fishing was for White Fish – 1,564,00 lbs. were caught in 1940 out of Erie 

 When White Fish diminished fishing switched to Lake Herring Cisco (13 million lbs. in one year in Erie) 

 Blue Pike followed when Cisco ran out – in 1907 12 million lbs. caught out of Erie 

 A railroad station was built right near the public dock in 1865 for fishermen to ship their fish to Chicago, 

Cleveland, etc. 

 Another Fish that was fished for in Erie was the Sturgeon, first thought to be a nuisance fish due to the net 

damage they caused. 90,000 lbs. caught out of Erie in 1892 

 In 1920 Erie was declared the Fresh Water Fishing Capital of the World 

 At one time there were 30 Fish Houses in Erie 

 The “Net Puller” was developed and manufactured in Erie, which aided the tugs in pulling in their nets 

 By 1994 Gill nets were banned! Lake Erie Stamp money was used to pay the commercial fisherman 

 Today we target catch Walleye and Perch  
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PSA President Roger Latimer with S.O.N.S. president Jerry 

Skrypzak at Feb. membership meeting. 

 
 

March 8th Program  Presenters: 
Matt West & Roy St. George (both are em-
ployed by FishUSA) will demo preserving fish 
eggs, tying egg sacks & how to fish them. 
They will be in attendance March 8 at 7:30.  



Executive Director Testifies on Pharmaceuticals 
Impact in Waterways 

  
HARRISBURG, Pa. – Appearing today 
(Feb. 7) before the Senate Environ-
mental Resources and Energy Com-
mittee, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC) Executive Direc-
tor John Arway described how fish and 
aquatic life are impacted by complex 
mixtures of pharmaceuticals and other compounds re-
leased into waste streams and found in runoff from land-
scapes and urged the public to properly dispose of ex-
pired and unused medications. 
  

“Research beginning in 1999 first showed that chemicals 
found in medications were being absorbed by fish and 
were contributing factors to a number of fish health prob-
lems,” Arway said. “Perhaps the most troubling condition 
is intersex fish. This is where male fish develop female 
egg cells in their testis.” 
  

Arway noted that the U.S. Geological Survey Fish Health 
Laboratory reported in 2013 that approximately 50 per-
cent of male bass in the Delaware River had intersex 
condition, 10 percent in the Ohio River drainage were 
affected, and up to 100 percent of the males sampled in 
the Susquehanna River were found to have intersex. 
More recent samples in the Susquehanna confirm that 
90–100 percent of male Smallmouth Bass have intersex 
condition and that this condition is more severe than 
found in other drainages. 
  

“How can we as a society make progress in reducing 
pharmaceuticals from getting into our lakes, streams and 
rivers?” Arway said. “Removing unused pharmaceuticals 
from homes and providing proper disposal alternatives is 
an important first step in reducing the amount of com-
pounds getting into lakes, rivers and streams. Improving 
wastewater treatment processes to provide more effec-
tive removal of medications is another effective solution.” 
  

Last month, the PFBC announced that it had partnered 
with Geisinger Health System to install a drug take-back 
box in the agency’s Harrisburg headquarters to provide a 
way for citizens to safely dispose of unused medications 
and help improve the health of the Susquehanna River 
and its Smallmouth Bass.  
  

The full text of Director Arway’s testimony can be found 
here. 
  
Video of hearing can be found on the website of Sen. 
Gene Yaw (R-23), who chairs the committee with Sen. 
John Yudichak (D-14). 
  

Media Contact: Eric Levis, Press Secretary 
717.705.7806 or elevis@pa.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit:  Activist Angler.com  
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March 8 General Membership meeting 
is the Election of Officers and Board 

Members 

Current PSA Officers                        *Nominated Officers 

Name              Office                  Name 

Roger Latimer   President            *Mark Signorino 

Dan Pastore      Vice President    *Marty Grzasko     

Chris Fatica       Treasurer          *Chris Fatica 

Daniel Beck       Secretary          *Dan Beck 

Notes from Mark Signorino on Lake Erie Ad-

visory council Meeting on Monday February 

13th, 2017: 
 
Attended another Lake Erie Advisory Council this evening 
with members of the Erie fishing community and PFBC 
staff. Here are some numbers presented to the group this 
evening - stream access through acquisitions and ease-
ments: 
Lake Erie - 825' 
20 Mile Creek - 6440' 
Crooked Creek - 16,350' 
Walnut Creek - 15,565' 
Elk Creek - 52,422 or 9.93 linear miles 
4 Mile Creek - 6676' 
Conneaut Creek - 13,905' 
12 Mile Creek - 980' 
2.62 million spent on shoreline projects 
3.55 million spent on boaters project 
(343 thousand spent on project to benefit both) 
 
Coming up on the horizon are two important projects: 
1) an economic impact study being done by a local Uni-
versity is currently in process 
2) assessment of steelhead migration barriers in Lake 
Erie tributaries. 
 
Concerns about stocking levels were also addressed. The 
numbers have been decided on several factors including - 
bay & shoreline boat fishing, ice fishing, spring fishing 
and public access also discussed was expanding the 
scope of stamp funds. This is now being addressed by 
the State Legislature. 
 
Finally, the Walnut Creek project is scheduled to be fin-
ished this year. 

http://m1e.net/c?223149197-Neug9EuD3fik.%40389128295-NdHHzAmjMjw5M
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-DDicYKHn5bIYU%40389128297-lWNEKRlrp33uQ
mailto:elevis@pa.gov


 

 

Sea lampreys (Petromyzon marinus) are parasitic 

fish native 
to the Atlan-
tic Ocean. 
Sea lam-
preys, which 
parasitize 
other fish by 
sucking their 
blood and 
other body 
fluids, have 
remained 

largely unchanged for more than 340 million years 
and have survived through at least four major ex-
tinction events. 
Sea lampreys are unique from many other fishes in 
that they do not have jaws or other bony structures, 
and instead possess a skeleton made of cartilage. 
While sea lampreys resemble eels, they are not re-
lated and are set apart by their unique mouth: a 
large oral sucking disk filled with sharp, horn-shaped 
teeth surrounding a razorsharp rasping tongue. 
 

How do sea lampreys kill fish? 

Sea lampreys attach to fish with their suction cup 
mouth then dig their teeth into flesh for grip. Once 
securely attached, sea lampreys rasp through the 
fish.s scales and skin with their sharp tongue. Sea 
lampreys feed on the fish’s body fluids by secreting 
an enzyme that prevents blood from clotting, similar 
to how a leech feeds off its host. 
In their native Atlantic Ocean, thanks to co-evolution 
with fish there, sea lampreys are parasites that typi-
cally do not kill their host. In the Great Lakes, where 
no such co-evolutionary link exists, sea lampreys act 
as predators, with each individual capable of killing 
up to 40 pounds (18 kilograms) of fish over their 12-
18 month feeding period. 
Host fish in the Great Lakes are often unable to sur-
vive sea lamprey parasitism, either dying directly 
from an attack or from infections in the wound after 
an attack. Host fish that survive an attack often suf-
fer from weight loss and a decline in health and con-
dition. 
Sea lampreys prey on most species of large Great 
Lakes fish such as lake trout, brown trout, lake stur-
geon, lake whitefish, ciscoes, burbot, walleye, cat-
fish, and Pacific salmonids including Chinook and co-
ho salmon and rainbow trout/steelhead. 
 

Where are sea lampreys found? 
The first recorded observation of a sea lamprey in 
the Great Lakes was in 1835 in Lake Ontario.  
 

Niagara Falls served as a natural barrier, confining 
sea lampreys to Lake Ontario and preventing them 
from entering the remaining four Great Lakes. How-
ever, in the late 1800s and early 1900s, improve-
ments to the Welland Canal, which bypasses Niagara 
Falls and provides a shipping connection between 
Lakes Ontario and Erie, allowed sea lampreys access 
to the rest of the Great Lakes. 

Within just a short 
time, sea lampreys 
spread throughout 
the system: into 
Lake Erie by 1921, 
Lakes Michigan and 
Huron by 1936 and 
1937, and Lake Su-
perior by 1938. Sea 
lampreys were able 

to thrive once they invaded the Great Lakes because 
of the availability of excellent spawning and larval 
habitat, an abundance of host fish, a lack of preda-
tors, and their high reproductive potential - a single 
female can produce as many as 100,000 eggs! 
 

What is the impact of the sea lamprey 
invasion? 
 

Sea lampreys have had an enormous, negative im-
pact on the Great Lakes fishery, inflicting considera-
ble damage. Before the sea lamprey invasion, Cana-
da and the United States harvested about 15 million 
pounds of lake trout in the upper Great Lakes each 
year. By the late 1940s, 
sea lamprey populations 
had exploded. They fed 
on large numbers of lake 
trout, lake whitefish, and 
ciscoes - fish that were 
the mainstays of a thriv-
ing Great Lakes fishery. 
By the early 1960s, the catch had dropped dramati-
cally, to approximately 300,000 pounds, about 2% of 
the previous average. During the time of highest sea 
lamprey abundance, up to 85% of fish that were not 
killed by sea lampreys were marked with sea lam-
prey attack wounds. The once thriving fisheries were 
devastated, and along with them, the hundreds of 
thousands of jobs related to the region’s economy. 
 

What can be done about sea lampreys? 
The sea lamprey control program, administered by 
the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, relies on ex-
ploiting sea lamprey vulnerability when they are con-
gregated in Great Lakes tributaries, at either the lar-
val or adult stages of their life cycle. Lampricides - 
pesticides selective to lampreys and the primary sea 
lamprey control tactic - are deployed to kill larval sea 
lampreys in the tributaries, while a combination of 
barriers and traps are used to prevent the upstream 
migration and reproduction of adult 
sea lampreys. See Sea Lamprey Con-
trol in the Great Lakes for more infor-
mation on the various sea lamprey 
control techniques.  
 
 Source: GLIN 
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http://www.glfc.org/sealamp/how.php
http://www.glfc.org/sealamp/how.php
http://www.glin.net/


Caldwell Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited  
Fly Fishing Workshop 

 
A Fly Fishing Workshop will be 
held on Saturday April 8 at the 
Waterworks Pond Cabin #2 
on Presque Isle, from 10:00 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
The Pa DCNR, Field & Stream, 
and Caldwell Creek Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited will be on 
hand to instruct and to answer 
questions you might have.  
  
There will be fly tying, instruc-
tion on how to cast a fly, and 
instruction on how to set up your fly rod.  There will also 
be an exhibit about macroinvertebrate life. 
Field & Stream will have some giveaways and there will 
be free pizza. 
There is no need to sign-up.  Just come and bring your 
kids.  It's all free. 

Contact info:  Tom Savko:  814-964-8899  or  
Tom Varrassa:  814-664-2931 

 

 
Ed. Note: This History of Great Lakes Steelhead was taken from 
Karl Weixlmann’s definitive book on steelhead fishing in our area, 
“Great Lakes Steelhead Salmon & Trout: Essential Techniques for 
Fly Fishing the Tributaries”. (With permission from Karl) 

 
Michigan's Au Sable River a tributary of Lake Huron, received 
the first Great Lakes planting of steelhead in 1876. All early 
Great Lakes stockings of steelhead came from eggs obtained 
from the McCloud River system in California. Unlike domesti-
cated strains of rainbow trout, these original stocks of steel-
head contained the genetic signals to smolt and migrate 
downstream to an open body of water. In 1878, Caledonia's 
Spring Creek and the Genesee River, both tributaries of Lake 
Ontario, received plantings from McCloud River broodstock, 
which fish culturist Seth Green raised at the Caledonia 
Hatchery in New York. These fish migrated downstream, and 
Lake Ontario became seeded with its first generation of 
steelhead.  
   In 1882, a new hatchery was established on the Muskegon 
River in Michigan, which also received McCloud River stocks. 
By the early 1900s, wild steelhead were ascending Michi-
gan's Muskegon and Pere Marquette rivers. Because of its 
quality coldwater habitat and fisheries management pro-
grams, Michigan has since become the epicenter for wild 
steelhead production in the Great Lakes Basin. Runs of more 
than 10,000 naturally reproduced adults have been docu-
mented on the Little Manistee River, which is now the prima-
ry source of egg collection for Michigan’s steelhead program. 
   This pure strain of McCloud River steelhead has proven to 

have better return and growth rates compared to other 
strains of steelhead. The strain has been so successful that 
other state fisheries agencies are now using it for stocking 
programs. Kevin Khale of the ODNR brought the Little Manis-
tee strain of steelhead to the suburban Lake Erie shoreline of 
Ohio. Eggs come directly from wild fish captured by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). Be-
cause of egg collection from wild fish and less crowded 
hatchery conditions, these primarily spring-run steelhead 
have beautiful pectoral and dorsal fins and a whale tail that 
gives these fish superior power. 
   Pennsylvania began its modem steelhead fishery in 1961 
with fingerlings obtained from Washington State. Lake Erie 
tributaries already contained populations of lake-run domes-
ticated rainbow trout, and during the 1960s and 1970s the 
Pennsylvania shoreline was fondly referred to as “Rainbow 
Row.” Interbreeding and crowded hatchery conditions (over 
I million smolts are raised annually) have caused Pennsylva-
nia steelhead to have abnormal, blunt, or missing fin struc-
tures on some returning fish.  
   In 1966, a local sportsmen's group called the 3-C-U Trout 
Association seined wild steelhead that were descendants 
from these initial stockings in several Walnut Creek tributar-
ies. Raised to smolt size and stocked the following spring, the 
returning wild adults provided broodstock for Pennsylvania's 
modern steelhead management program. Skamania-strain 
steelhead stocked in the 1990s may have added early-run 
genetics. Erie, Pennsylvania is now referred to as the epicen-
ter of “Steelhead Alley,” the tributary-laced shoreline run-
ning from Cleveland, Ohio, to Buffalo, New York. 
   New York State began releasing rainbow trout fingerlings 
and yearlings into the headwaters of Cattaraugus Creek, a 
Lake Erie tributary, in 1899. Wild progeny from this initial 
stocking were some of the first trout I ever caught on dry 
flies while fishing Clear Creek, an upper Cattaraugus tribu-
tary located near Arcade. New York now hatches eggs from 
returning Chambers Creek-strain steelhead and raises smolts 
for the state's stocking program in Lake Ontario's Salmon 
River hatchery in Pulaski. Wild fish, which have been docu-
mented in Lake Erie and Lake Ontario tributaries, supple-
ment the state's steelhead fishery.  
   By the early 1900s, Canada started importing rainbow trout 
eggs from the United States for hatcheries on Lake Superior 
and Lake Huron. By the 1940s, naturalized populations of 
steelhead that could successfully reproduce swam through-
out the Great Lakes.  
 

History of Great Lakes Steelhead 
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Canada-US study on the 
risk of Grass Carp to the 
Great Lakes released 
 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Great 
Lakes Fishery Commission announce 
results of key risk assessment study 
January 27, 2016 - Burlington, Ontario 

Grass Carp, one of four Asian carp species, has 
arrived in the Great Lakes basin, according to a 
report released today by Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada and the Great Lakes Fishery Commission. 
The study concludes that Grass Carp have been 
found in Lakes Michigan, Erie and Ontario. 

The report – Binational Ecological Risk Assess-
ment of Grass Carp for the Great Lakes Basin –
 concluded that the ecological consequences of 
Grass Carp in most areas of the Great Lakes basin 
could be extreme within the next 50 years. Wet-
lands in the Great Lakes basin are particularly vul-
nerable should Grass Carp become established. 

The scientific, peer-reviewed study was led by 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada, coordinated by the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission and authored by 
experts from Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the 
University of Toronto Scarborough, the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice. The results of the study will be used by both 
countries to shape decisions about Grass Carp 
prevention and management activities. 

From 2013 to 2016, DFO’s Asian Carp Program 
has recorded and analyzed 23 Grass Carps cap-
tured from Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. Of the fish 
caught, 9 were fertile Grass Carp, capable of re-
producing. Scientific analysis concluded that all of 
the fish were born outside the Great Lakes waters 
and made their way into Canada. 

Asian carps are considered the single greatest in-
vasive species threat to the Great Lakes. Native to 
Eurasia, Asian Carps aggressively outcompete na-
tive fishes for food and habitat, and can quickly 
overtake an ecosystem. 
 

Quick Facts 
 Grass Carp would have an extremely negative 

effect on the natural ecosystem because of 
their ability to outcompete for space and food 
and a lack of natural predators. 

 

 Grass Carp have a voracious appetite and can 
consume 40% of their body weight in aquatic 
vegetation in a single day. 

 In 2012, the Government of Canada an-
nounced $17.5 million in funding to establish an 
Asian Carp Program to protect the integrity of 
the Great Lakes basin by preventing the intro-
duction of Asian carps. 

The Asian Carp Program conducts early detec-
tion sampling for Asian carps at over 36 loca-
tions in the Canadian waters of the Great Lakes 
basin. 
 

Quotes 
“The federal government is committed to protecting the Great 
Lakes basin and this risk assessment provides clear, scientific infor-
mation to help us do that. This study will inform our management 
and policy decisions with an objective of preventing the survival, 
establishment and spread of Grass Carp in the Great Lakes basin 
on both sides of the border.” 

The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and 
the Canadian Coast Guard 

“Researchers and experts from Canada and the United States to-
gether applied the highest scientific standards in the development 
of this peer-reviewed risk assessment. The report released today 
presents the most current science available about the risks posed 
by Grass Carp to the Great Lakes.  Unfortunately, the news is not 
good.  The assessment suggests Grass Carp pose substantial risk to 
the Great Lakes.  It is the Commission’s hope that the conclusions 
will inform decisions around the management and prevention of 
Grass Carp and emphasize the need to prevent the future intro-
duction of any invasive species.” 

Robert Hecky, vice-chair of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission. 
 

Associated Link 
Binational Ecological Risk Assessment of Grass 

Carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella) for the Great 
Lakes Basin. 

 

For more information: 
Hilary Prince 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
905-336-4974 
Hilary.Prince@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Marc Gaden 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission 
734-669-3012 
marc@glfc.org 

NR-HQ-17-01E 

Internet: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca  
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http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/csas-sccs/Publications/SAR-AS/2016/2016_057-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/csas-sccs/Publications/SAR-AS/2016/2016_057-eng.html
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/csas-sccs/Publications/SAR-AS/2016/2016_057-eng.html
mailto:Hilary.Prince@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:marc@glfc.org
http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/
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Swinging is considered a traditional fly fishing technique 

for steelhead. Here are some specific suggestions for 

the gear to use while swinging, as well as the steps I fol-

low to successfully catch steelhead with this technique. 

 

For swing fishing, your normal nine-foot, six to eight 

weight range fly rod will work perfectly fine. A longer, 

single hand rod (9’ 6” to 10’ 6” range) allows for better 

mending and line control. You can also use switch rods, 

which help turn over sink tips and bigger flies in the five 

to eight weight range. If you’re fishing bigger water in 

Ohio or New York, full blown spey rods are the typical 

choice, in the 12foot, six to eight weight range. Person-

ally, I prefer a single-hand rod, 10ft, seven weight or an 

11’ 3”, seven weight switch rod. I have found that these 

are the most versatile for swinging streamers. 

 

As for reels, a normal fly reel with a solid drag is all you 

really need to balance out the rod. The drag is im-

portant since takes can be vicious when swinging. Of 

course, you want to use a larger reel on a longer rod. If 

you’re using skagit or scandi head, you’ll want a reel 

that can hold a thicker line. 

 

When swinging for steelhead, a normal steelhead fly 

line will work. Using a shooting head set up, however, 

will turn sink tips over easier, allowing you to get to a 

predetermined depth. Using scandi or skagit heads can 

also help you achieve the same outcome. Personally, I 

run a 275 grain skagit on a single hand ten-foot, seven 

weight rod. On an 11’ 3”, seven weight switch rod, I’ll 

use 325-350 grain skagit to help turn over sink tips and 

load the rod better in tight places. 

 

The flies used when swinging for steelhead are primari-

ly baitfish patterns, leeches and zonkers. For winter 

months, you want to use flies that will entice the lethar-

gic steelhead enough so they follow and hit your fly. 

Bright, gaudy flies are the best attractors in the colder 

months. Patterns from Kevin Feenstra and Greg Senyo 

are great for winter. In the fall and spring months, 

swinging soft hackle flies in gin-clear and shallow water 

can take fish, as well as waking dries. 
 

How To Swing/Grease Line 
 

Traditional swinging is primarily used in the winter, 

when steelhead are less likely to go after a fast moving 

fly. The following are the steps for the most traditional 

form of swing fishing. 

1. Locate where the fish are holding and decide the 

depth of the run you want to swing at. 

2. Get above the fish and strip off enough line to get 

your fly to the fish. 

3. Cast at a 45 degree angle, or a little more upstream 

if you need time to sink your fly. 

4. Kick a mend in your line to give your fly time to sink. 

5. Once your fly starts to go past 45 degrees, it will 

come into tension. Guide or follow your line across 

with the tip of your rod and it will pendulum swing 

across the creek. 

6. Be ready for a thump or hit that could rip the rod 

right out of your hand. 

7. Take three or four steps down stream and repeat. 

Remember, this is not a game of numbers - You are 

targeting aggressive, active fish, not every fish in the 

water. 
 

Another presentation for swinging would be the broad-

side presentation. This version is used in the fall and 

spring months, when steelhead are more likely to attack 

a quick fly. The only difference between the two 

presentations is the angle at which you cast your fly. 

For broadside, you want to cast at a 90 degree angle, as 

opposed to 45 degrees in traditional swinging. This 

causes the fly to travel faster through the swing. 

 

Joshua Feltenberger is a Product Specialist at FishUSA 

and has been fishing for over 20 years. 

For more articles like this, please visit FishUSA’s con-

tent site, Angler Resources. 

 

On The Water  
Swing Fishing for Steelhead by Joshua Feltenberger 

https://www.fishusa.com/Learn/


 

Reading Water for Winter Trout 

 
Reading water is a crucial tactic for successful winter fly 
fishing for trout. Fly fishing for winter trout may have a 
few drawbacks when compared to the balmy tempera-
tures and thick hatches of July but at Vail Valley Anglers 
we pride ourselves on finding and catching trout all year 
long and winter is no exception. Anglers familiar with 
winter fly fishing know that the cold months do offer 
some opportunities that are lacking during summer. The 
obvious lack of competition from other fly fishermen is 
enough to keep many fishermen happy. A quiet winter 
afternoon on a secluded stretch of river offers solitude 
that is hard to find during the busy season.   
 

Find Feeding Trout 
 

Trout do feed during the coldest months and catching 
them is sometimes easier than one might think. The 
right conditions of steady or rising temperatures will 
spur trout into a few hours of eating small midge larvae, 
mayfly nymphs and fish eggs. Finding these willing fish 
is the trick during winter. Once they are located anglers 
can enjoy great fishing without a lot of moving around. 
 

Wade or Float 
 

This is one time of year when wading fly fisherman may 
have the upper hand over float fishermen. Fishing dur-
ing the warmest part of the day is the best choice so 
early rising is unnecessary. Half day wade trips coincide 
with the most productive fishing times and focusing for 
that length of time on the best water is cru-
cial. Floating is also a good choice during late winter 
when the ice has broken up and several big holes can 
be fished in a single day. Full day trips are ideal at this 
time. 
 

Reading Water for Success 
 

For anglers that are only familiar with summer trout 
slurping dry flies in fast riffles or hugging a shallow 
grassy bank, finding and catching winter trout may 
seem daunting. Fortunately a pretty simple formula will 
lead to success and locating winter trout is really pretty 
easy. There are exceptions, especially with dam con-
trolled tailwater fisheries where water temperatures are 
affected very little by cold weather but even those trout 
tend to follow the same script as freestone fish like 
our Eagle River or Roaring Fork River trout. 
 

Winter trout generally do not use the same water that 
they are found in during summer. Shallow, faster water 
is devoid of fish. Ignore it even if that is where you found 
dozens of risers a few months back. Some anglers love  

 
 
 
 
to thoroughly dissect every inch of river searching for 
fish but in winter this is mostly a waste of time. In late 
summer and through fall as flows drop and water tem-
peratures fall, trout migrate to winter holding areas. This 
move may only be a few yards or as much as a mile to 
prime water. 
 

Winter trout prefer deep, slower water above all else. 
Due to water temperatures in the thirties, their metabo-
lism is moving at an extremely slow pace. Fighting cur-
rent is a waste of energy, constant feeding is unneces-
sary and shallow water exposes them to predators. 
Deep holes and runs with moderate to barely moving 
current will become home to the vast majority of fish in a 
stretch of river. 
 

This benefits the fly fisherman because this type of wa-
ter is easy to find when rivers are at their lowest flows of 
the year. Unlike spring, summer and fall trout that may 
be spread throughout many types of habitat and depths 
and speeds of water, winter trout are concentrated in 
large numbers in much smaller area. Ninety percent of 
the fish may occupy only ten percent of the available 
water. Deep water is easy to find during winter and 
when you find it, the trout will be there. 
 

Current Conditions, Weather and Guided Trips 
 

The fishing can be very good now. The days are getting 
longer and temperatures are warmer. The next several 
weeks could be some of the most productive times to fly 
fish.  
 

Brody Henderson, Senior Guide and Web Content Writer 
    

"Reprinted with permission of the author Brody Henderson."  
Brody is an Erie County native who grew up fishing Elk Creek be-
fore moving out west in 1996.  
See more articles from Brody Henderson at  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guide-brody-henderson   
Brody is a Guide and Content Writer for the Vail Valley Anglers 
operation in the Vail Colorado area. Their web-site is:  
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/  
The shops phone number is 970-926-0900.  
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Winter Fly Fishing Tactics by Brody Henderson 

Fishing is much more than fish.  It 
is the great occasion when we may 
return to the fine simplicity of our 
forefathers.  ~Herbert Hoover  

http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/guided-float-trips
http://www.vailvalleyanglers.com/fishing-conditions
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 Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guys” 
 

“Now You See It Foam Beetle” 
 

For use as an indicator! 
 

We discussed indicator-free nymphing in an earlier news-
letter, but what about when you want an unobtrusive indi-
cator?  There are many indicators available but most of 
them can spook wary Steelhead in gin clear water. So 
many experienced fishermen go to the “Dry-Dropper” 
technique where a nymph is tied off the bend of a dry fly 
to be as natural looking as possible. I for one have used 
this tactic with some success. However, I often have trou-
ble during a long day on the water keeping the dry fly 
from sinking. I have used over-sized Stimulators soaked 
with floatant, but after a while they still get saturated and 
sink.  
While attending the Fly Fishing Show in Somerset New 
Jersey last week I came upon Fly Fisher artist and Fly 
Tyer Bruce Corwin and some new materials that he was 
demonstrating. This is going to be a little different than 
most of the Featured Fly articles where I don’t push or 
recommend any particular brand of materials. He has de-
veloped a “Now you See It” beetle foam with a bright 
stripe down the middle of it.  I just thought this stuff was 
worth a try since I was looking for something to work bet-
ter as an indicator fly and I typically can’t follow tradi-
tional beetles on the water without an indicator post of 
some type. 
 

 
Pictured above is some of the material, which comes with 
an orange, yellow, or chartreuse stripe. I just finished ty-
ing up a half dozen and I am hoping to try them out this 
week. They are tied with an underbody of Peacock herl 
which always seems to help entice hits! I also tied an ex-
perimental version that is bigger to help the indicator stay 
on top of the water when using a heavier beaded nymph. 
It is of the “Chernobyl” hopper or ant variety, more body 
segments! 
 
Fly Type: Dry Fly Indicator  
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout 
Recommended Region: Where water   
calls for Dry-Dropper nymphing 
Imitation: Beetle 
        (Continued on page 11) 

I would like to introduce and welcome 
the following new members to our club: 
 

Keith Meier 

Jim Miller 

Alan Plotts  

Regis Shogan   

John Sivak   

Thomas Tabaka  

2017 Stocking Schedules Available 
 
Anglers can start planning their spring fishing trips now 
that the 2017 adult trout stocking schedules are available 
online and on the PFBC’s “FishBoatPA” mobile app. Us-
ers can easily search the trout stocking schedules for lo-
cations and dates of interest. From the stocking page, se-
lect a county and enter start and end dates from the cal-
endars at the top of the page. Then press “Go.”  
  
The PFBC annually stocks approximately 3.15 million 
adult trout in more than 720 streams and 120 lakes open 
to public angling. These figures include approximately 2 
million rainbow trout; 640,000 brown trout; and 500,000 
brook trout. As with past practice, the average size of the 
trout produced for stocking is 11 inches in length. 
  
For anglers with smartphones, an even easier way to view 
the schedules is through the FishBoatPA app, which is 
available for free from the Apple App and Google Play 
stores.  

 
 
Fee Delegation Bill Moves in Senate 
 
Senate Bill 30 by Sen. John Eichelberger (R-Blair County) 
was approved unanimously by the Senate Game and 
Fisheries Committee on February 1. The bill would allow 
the PFBC to establish prices for fishing licenses, boat reg-
istrations and other fees. Currently, prices are set by the 
legislature and were last raised in 2005. The legislation 
would give the PFBC the authority to set a pricing struc-
ture that accounts for inflation and keeps up with rising 
costs while minimizing the long-term impacts to custom-
ers. Rep. Jeff Wheeland (R-Lycoming County) is seeking 
co-sponsors for a similar bill in the House 
of Representatives. Both the Pennsylva-
nia Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and 
the Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania 
support delegating the authority to estab-
lish fees to the PFBC Board of Commis-
sioners.  

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-lEoF6YxrZgFXU%40389127406-AfTC7RNnRSATQ
http://m1e.net/c?223149197-5Xtd8d9NIVtgQ%40389127409-jDbw68bVHsW.Q
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“Now You See It Foam Beetle” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fly Type: Dry Fly Indicator  
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout 
Recommended Region: Where water   
calls for Dry-Dropper nymphing 
Imitation: Beetle 
 
Material List:  
Hook: size 14 Tiemco 100 dry fly hook or a  
Mustad 94840 
Thread: Black UTC thread 8/0 
Under Body: Peacock Her l 
Body: Black Now You See It Tying Foam w/indicator  
stripe 
Legs: Medium Round Rubber  Legs 
   

Tying Instructions: 
 
1.  Pinch down the barb and attach the Black thread to 

the hook shank and create a thread base.  
 
2.  Trim an end of the foam to a point for the tie in and 

leave the thread toward the back of the hook shank. 
Tie in a strip of the Now You See It Foam and 
leave it hanging off the back of the fly. Also leave 
the thread right at the tie in point. 

 
3.  Wrap two pieces of Peacock herl around the thread 

and double it over. Grab the ends of the herl and 
wrap forward on the hook shank pushing the thread 
as you go to keep it tight. 

 
4.  Wrap it forward with tight touching wraps to about 

two hook eyes width away from the eye and tie off. 
 
5.  Now pull the foam body over the peacock herl and 

wrap the thread over at that point that you left it 
hanging to create the body of the beetle. 

 
6.  Cut two pieces of the rubber leg material and tie 

them on to the side of the body with the same 
wraps one at a time. 

 
7.  Stretch the foam material forward and cut just past 

the hook eye to make the head of the beetle.  
 
8. Tie off with a half hitch tool over the hook eye, trim 

and add a drop of glue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peacock Herl under body of  beetle. 
 
*Note: If you don’t like the indicator strip showing at the 

bottom of the head, just touch it up with a black 
sharpie marker! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 You can watch Bruce Corwin tie it at: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-8rgED5KG4  
 
The material is available at: 
http://www.brucecorwin.com/Now_You_See_It!.html  
 
If any Steelhead Association members have questions 
about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of 

the newsletter send an email to info@PaSteelhead.com 
with “Fly by Night Guy” in the subject line! 
 

 
There is certainly something in  
angling that tends to produce a  
serenity of the mind.   
   ~Washington Irving 

Orange, Chartreuse & Yellow: 
The three different colors that were 
available and the Chernobyl version 
tied on a Daiichi 1270 3X long hook.  

http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-8rgED5KG4
http://www.brucecorwin.com/Now_You_See_It!.html
mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Save Our Native Species Inc. 

S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

P. O. Box 29577 Parma, OH 44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/

theflyfishingcoach   

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS 

MEMBERS! 
Click on links below to visit their site. 

    pasteelhead.com    
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http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html  

724-239-3855  

info@conveyorspecialties.com 
29 Kearns Spur | Bentleyville, PA 15314 |  

Fax: 724-239-3854 

P.O. Box 436, Zelienople, PA 16063 
 

Phone: (412) 734-3856 
Toll Free: (800) 801-3746 

Fax Number: (412) 894-9082 
 

General Information: fast-info@witkosupplies.com  

Sales: sales@witkosupplies.com  

Customer Support: witko-

support@witkosupplies.com 
 

Website: www.witkosupplies.com   

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach
http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html
mailto:info@conveyorspecialties.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:sales@witkosupplies.com
mailto:witko-support@witkosupplies.com
mailto:witko-support@witkosupplies.com
http://www.witkosupplies.com

