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Meetings 

The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the American 

Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located at 

4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), just 

east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage members 

and the public alike to attend and share 

their views and opinions. Meetings focus on 

items pertaining to the mission of the club, 

fundraising events, and local public and 

political issues affection our fisheries. The 

PFBC is often represented at our meetings 

for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on February  8th, at 

7:30 pm . 

The views expressed by the 
authors  of articles contained 
in this newsletter are not 
necessarily the view of the 
PA. Steelhead Association. 
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Stress is caused by not 
fishing enough! 

 

Letter from our President 
 

According to the Farmer’s Almanac, this is/was to be a miserably cold and snowy winter 

season: so much for predictions.  As we enter into February 2017, the weather has 

been pretty much tolerable, and on many days, sunny and pleasant, but it has not led 

to “Great Steelhead Fishing”.  Streams have been open and fishable although due to 

rains and snow melt, streams have been high and not always ideal conditions.  Still no 

“runs” of Steelhead to speak of.  If you catch the right day, right weather, and are will-

ing to spend the time, there are fish to be had, but it is a long and arduous day to catch, 

even just hook up, a couple of “Chromers”.   Everyone has his or her own idea of why 

the Steelhead fishing is way off this season and each has speculated on a solution to 

improve the fishery.  Perhaps the PFC is right in that our expectations are too great 

compared to the fact that fewer fish are returning, even though the stocking numbers 

have remained the same over the years.  That does not lessen the fact that we sit in 

one of the best great lakes fisheries for Steelhead and other species.  It does mean that 

you have to work a bit more for the Steelhead.  The question we have to ask ourselves 

is:  Is it worth it?  You bet your “bippie”!   When you hook up with a Chromer, you auto-

matically forget the effort you had to put forth, and just savor the moment.  The real 

Steelheader, whether fishing bait, flies, or steel, will definitely have a smile from ear to 

ear, and will forget all the time and hard work that went into this moment of excite-

ment.     (continued at the bottom of Page 2, column 2) 
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Here we are at the end of beginning of February and so far we 

still have open waters for steelhead fishing. The good news is 

that the fishing for this time of the year is great. 

We have a substantial winter run of mature steelhead entering 

and in all of the streams. Some of the fish appear to be Manis-

tee strain steelhead judging by their streamline bodies and 

extremely wide tails. The Pa mature steelheads vary from be-

ing in ripe spawning condition to very bright new arrivals. 

In the lower portions of the larger tributaries there is a sub-

stantial number of immature steelhead ranging in size from 18 

inches to 8 pounds. These fish are not spawning and should be 

handled carefully and released as they represent this coming 

year’s steelhead run. This is the first time in over 3 years that I 

have seen the immature fish in these numbers and it bodes 

well for this next season. 

There are also good numbers of brown trout in the lower 

stream pools. Their size is very similar to the immature 

chromers and like the Chromers will tend to stay in the lower 

pools of the larger streams. These browns are very silvery and 

do not look like spawning browns. As always please handle all 

fish that you return carefully.  

Finally please respect all properties that you are a guest on and 

follow all signs regarding parking and entry. Please do not litter 

and if possible remove litter left by thoughtless anglers. 

Thanks and Tight Lines! 

Marty and Rich 

 

New Erie County WCO’s Contact Info: 
 

SGT Brook R. Tolbert, of the PA 
Fish & Boat Commission asked if 
we could put out the contact 
info for our new area officers: 
Tyler Soety 
Eastern Erie 814-722-8643 
Matt Visosky 
Central Erie 814-573-3638 
Dan Nietupski 
Wester Erie 814-722-9430 
 
 

A bad day of fishing is better 
than a good day of 
work.  ~Author Unknown  
 

From The Wall 

(Letter from the President  - cont. from page 1) 

Hopefully between the PFC, 3CU, SONS, and other sportsmen’s 

organizations, we can keep the Steelhead fishery from declining.             

 If we can at least maintain the current balance of available 

Steelhead, most fishermen will be happy. 

In this Tight Line newsletter, there should be a link (ed. Note: 

page 5) to a management plan that New York has put into place.  

The plan is for managing Lake Erie Steelhead in the tribs feeding 

into Lake Erie.  It seems a rather aggressive plan but at least it is 

a plan.  Perhaps there is something in this plan that our PFC can 

learn from or adopt so that, in the long run, the number of re-

turning Steelhead will increase.  If the PFC, NY Bureau of Fisher-

ies, and Ohio Fisheries could form a cooperative organization, 

and through their combined efforts, improve the Steelhead Fish-

ery,  that would benefit everyone. 

By the way, if you have not been watching ERIE EXTREME on 

NBC, channel 12 Erie at 7PM on Saturdays, you are missing one 

great show.  This show highlights the fishing opportunities in 

and around the Erie area and is hosted by Erie’s own Dave LeFe-

bre.  On Saturday Jan 14th he fished with our own Karl Weixl-

mann.  It was a great show of which we should all be proud. 

            Rog 2 

http://www.crowleysrestaurant.com/
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Why We Should Limit False Cast 
I was recently fishing at a nice hole on my favorite stream that was loaded with fish. But even though there were 

only a few of us fishing it the fish seem jittery and weren’t cooperating. A young man next to me seemed to enjoy 

showing off his casting ability with multiple false casts on each and every cast. Reality was that you could easily 

reach the fish with a simple roll cast or just a quick flip of the rod upstream. Now his cast was pretty and I am 

sure that everyone who watched the movie “A River Runs Through It” wants his casting to look like in the movies. 

However, I noticed that each time he false cast the fish were darting and moving about. The movement had them 

so spooked that they were never going to bite! I usually hate to leave fish to find fish, but since I was frustrated 

by this gentlemen that was more in love with casting than actually catching fish I moved on.  

Afterwards I decided to read up on the false cast; what were the benefits and the negatives of false casting. Espe-

cially excessive and unnecessary false cast. Below I will summarize what the articles I read concluded and at the 

end I will list some links to those articles. 

I am going to define false casting as making a series of cast without letting the line hit the water. Well, why would 

anyone do that since you can’t catch a fish without your fly being in the water? Turns out there are some good 

reasons: first, it enables you to change the direction of your forward catch when you want to fish a slightly differ-

ent part of the water. While false casting you can measure the length of the cast you need. It also allows you to 

work out your line a little at a time to achieve greater distances. One of the most common uses of a false cast is 

to dry out your saturated dry fly so it will float longer.  

Okay, so what are the negatives of false casting?  The aforementioned spooking of fish is the first and foremost in 

my mind, especially in our area with fairly narrow streams that can be covered easily without them. The line can 

cast a shadow on the water or cause a “line flash”, a reflection of light. But there are a number of other reasons 

to limit your false casting. Even when you do need extra distance there is never a need for more than three or 

four false cast unless you are looking for more ways to tangle your line and hit yourself with the fly hook. The 

more you cast the more opportunity you give your line to tangle. After all when out on the water all day it is 

pretty easy to lose focus and let your technique get sloppy. Also, repeatedly false casting is tiresome. If you like 

to stay out on the streams stalking steelhead for 4 or 5 hours at a time like I often have, we need to conserve 

some energy for the long haul, especially if wielding a 7 or 8 weight rod. 

I have concluded that most of the time on our waters false casting is inefficient. Fish bite flies when they are in 
the water, you may have a much nicer cast than I, but if your fly is in the water a third of the time less than mine I 
think I’ll catch more fish. If you want a cast that is poetry in motion keep false casting, but I am going to be pre-
senting my fly to the fish while yours is in the air! 
 

Below are some links to articles where casting mechanics are discussed as well as the need to curb your false 

casting: 

http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/limit-your-false-casting-to-improve-casting-and-success/  

https://www.schmidtoutfitters.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=feature.display&feature_id=70  

https://www.demystifly.com/single-post/2016/11/09/Dont-False-Cast-So-Much  

https://www.fix.com/blog/fly-casting-faults-and-fixes/ 

http://www.rioproducts.com/learn/common-stillwater-mistakes  

http://www.murraysflyshop.com/fly-fishing-articles/fly-fishing-tip-casting-much/  

https://durangoherald.com/articles/109137-a-x2018-shadow-cast-x2019-or-a-false-cast  

 
               Sam Z 
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Reflections:  

http://www.ginkandgasoline.com/fly-fishing-tips-technique/limit-your-false-casting-to-improve-casting-and-success/
https://www.schmidtoutfitters.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=feature.display&feature_id=70
https://www.demystifly.com/single-post/2016/11/09/Dont-False-Cast-So-Much
https://www.fix.com/blog/fly-casting-faults-and-fixes/
http://www.rioproducts.com/learn/common-stillwater-mistakes
http://www.murraysflyshop.com/fly-fishing-articles/fly-fishing-tip-casting-much/
https://durangoherald.com/articles/109137-a-x2018-shadow-cast-x2019-or-a-false-cast
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On The Water  

 

Streamers and weight 
 

Streamer fishing is the hot thing right now.  Look at the 
most popular fly tyers, the books that have come out, and 
the specialty rods being released right now, and it is very 
easy to see.  Much of this current trend is focused on big 
flies, revolving around articulated flies and the Gami B10S 
hook.  I love seeing the new flies and it gets me inspired to 
tie new and unusual patterns.  That being said however, I 
live in Erie.  Gobies and emerald shiner patterns make up 
the bulk of what we should be focusing on for streamer 
fishing in my opinion (not to say you cannot get them to 
bite on a myriad of other things).  Given that most of these 
patterns are best tied at 3.5 inches or less, I have begun to 
focus my tying on weighting, not new patterns this winter.  
 

If you look at a very organized nymph fisherman, he will 
have the same pattern tied up with a variety of weighting 
options.  It can go from no weight, to a brass bead, to a 
tungsten bead, to tungsten bead with lead wraps behind it.  
This way the fisherman’s favorite pattern can cover many 
different water depths without having to add lead shot to 
the line.  This is an extremely efficient way to fish nymphs 
and what all the competition guys are doing.  They go as 
far as to have different boxes assigned for how much 
patterns weigh.  I am not taking this concept that far, but I 
am copying the concept in regard to my streamers. 
 

Here are the main streamer weighting variations that I use 
on the same patterns.   
 

No weight is often an overlooked option when tying (or at 
least for me it was).  My first option, is to tie the pattern 
with an absolute lack of weight, allowing it to swing freely, 
not hooking bottom or dorsal fins.  In lower conditions, or 
warmer water, this is a fantastic approach.  Because of the 
lack of weight, I rarely strip flies tied this way as they have 
a tendency to run just under the surface. 
 

My weight on the fly options include a brass cone or bead, 
a tungsten cone or bead, and a tungsten cone or bead with 
lead wraps behind it.  Tim Hess, a local guide, turned me 
on to a fly called the dirty hippy several years ago.  It had 
the cone/wraps option, and it opened  my eyes to how a 
weighted streamer could perform locally.  This fly was 
heavy!  It was perfect for 
stripping, and stayed at 
just the right level in 
deeper pools.  It re-
mained my number one 
pattern for two season 
solid.   
 

If those weighting op-
tions are not the ticket, 

or you are looking at the creek or bay smallmouth fishery, 
using barbell eyes is another option.  Remember to tie the 
fly “upside down”.  The advantage of this technique, is that 
you can crawl the fly on the bottom, or make it hop along 
the bottom in slower pools.  This technique is devastating 
in the spring when smallies, stockies and steelhead are all 
in the same pool. 
 

Taking it up one notch, there is what I refer to as the Mich-
igan option.  Due to the amount of submerged timber in 
streams there, guys began to tie buoyant flies with spun 
deer hair heads and fish them on sinking lines.  The lines 
would literally drag bottom and the fly would rise and drop 
along with the strip in a manner opposite the norm.  While 
stripping, the fly rides low, and on the pause, it would rise 
up towards the surface again.  The amount of rise and fall 
is dictated by the length and speed of the strip and the 
length of the leader fished (I recommend about a four foot 
with eight to ten pound test).  Fished carefully, with a little 
practice, you can fish this way over logs, shale ledges etc.  
Honestly, this is the technique I use the least on the 
streams, but as the weeds come into the bay I use it a lot 
with an intermediate line to great success.   
One quick note on tying the flies.  I prefer to have my 
weight buried in the fly these days.  This is accomplished 
by securing the weight back from the eye of the hook, and 
doing a lot of hollow fly style tying.  If you are curious 
about how this is done, look at the following tying article 
from Fly Fisherman magazine: 
 

http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/step-by-step/dirty-
hippy-fly-tying/  
  

All that said, I 
still love to tie 
big streamers, 
and love to raid 
my friend’s box-
es for their lat-
est gigantic cre-
ations.   I even 
carry a separate 
box of what I 

refer to as silly sized streamers.  If you look in my working 
box though, it is very basic with only three to four pattern 
variations all weighted differently.  So if you want to play 
around with this concept, take your favorite pattern and 
tie it with three or four different weighting options.  Then, 
instead of adding weight and changing rigs you can just tie 
on the properly weighted streamer and have at it.  Thanks, 
and see you on the water. 
 

 
Steve B 
 
 

http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/step-by-step/dirty-hippy-fly-tying/
http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/step-by-step/dirty-hippy-fly-tying/
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New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation Division of Fish and Wildlife  

MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR LAKE ERIE STEELHEAD 
2016 – 2025  

(Ed. Note) The PSA thought many would find this interesting. 
Below is the Executive Summary and Introduction to the NY 
State Management Plan for Lake Erie Steelhead. The entire 
plan can be found by clicking on the link below: 

www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/lertmanageplan.pdf   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Rainbow trout and/or steelhead have been stocked in Lake 
Erie since the late 1800s and are now considered a naturalized 
species. The population is sustained primarily through stock-
ing and supports high-quality tributary fisheries that generate 
millions of dollars annually to local economies. In recent years 
the tributary fishery has declined compared to the mid-2000s 
period, but compared with other significant Great Lakes and 
West Coast steelhead fisheries, our current catch rates remain 
among the highest in the country. Information describing 
characteristics of New York’s Lake Erie tributary steelhead 
fishery were limited until consistent angler surveys began in 
2003/04. These ongoing surveys effectively characterize the 
fishery and provide insights into angler views on management 
topics. This information provided the foundation for develop-
ment of this management plan for steelhead fisheries in New 
York’s Lake Erie tributaries through 2025. This steelhead plan 
outlines New York’s goals, objectives, and management strate-
gies for the Lake Erie tributary fishery while remaining con-
sistent with broader fish community goals and objectives 
shared by all Lake Erie jurisdictions. New York’s overall goal is 
to maintain a high quality fishery that provides diverse angling 
experiences and broad angler satisfaction. Six objectives are 
listed in the plan to accomplish this goal: 1) maintain average 
catch rates of 0.33 fish/hour, 2) foster production of wild 
steelhead in areas with suitable water quality and habitat, 3) 
increase stream access, 4) protect and enhance stream habi-
tat, 5) maintain simple and effective regulations, and 6) pro-
mote responsible stewardship of the resource. Some of the 
prominent strategies to achieve these objectives include: de-
veloping more effective stocking strategies, simplify angling 
regulations, improve steelhead access to high quality spawn-
ing areas, protect and improve habitat, expand angler access, 
and increase public outreach. Various surveys will be em-
ployed to evaluate the progress towards achieving plan objec-
tives, and knowledge gained from ongoing scientific investiga-
tions will guide future management strategies.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Rainbow trout and/or steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss - re-
ferred to as steelhead hereafter) have long supported im-
portant sport fisheries in Lake Erie, especially in the tributaries 
of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. Over 180,000 angler-
hours were spent in New York tributaries alone during the 
2011-12 steelhead season (Markham 2012). While the tribu-
tary fishery is substantial, New York’s portion of Lake Erie sup-
ports an insignificant open lake steelhead fishery. Hence, this 
plan focuses on the larger tributary component. The tributary 
fishery has a large economic impact to the Western New York 
area; anglers pursuing tributary steelhead in 2007-08 spent an 
estimated $3.2 million within the three local counties (Reinelt 
et al. 2013). Fishing quality over the past 15 years has been 
very good, with occasional exceptions. Because steelhead 
roam widely and become a shared resource throughout the 
lake, they are managed under the governance structure of the 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission’s (GLFC) Joint Strategic Plan 
for the Management of Great Lakes Fisheries (Joint Plan). New 
York State is signatory to 6 the Joint Plan and is responsible for 
participating in inter-agency management initiatives for highly 
valued and broadly shared Great Lakes fisheries resources. 
The GLFC’s Lake Erie Committee (LEC) is comprised of repre-
sentatives from Lake Erie’s five fisheries management agen-
cies (Ohio, Michigan, Ontario, New York, and Pennsylvania), 
and the LEC utilizes the consensus-based decision making pro-
cess outlined in the Joint Plan, guided by the LEC’s Lake Erie 
Fish Community Goals and Objectives (FCGOs) (Ryan et al. 
2003). The FCGO lists nine guiding principles as being im-
portant for determining fish-community objectives for Lake 
Erie. Steelhead, although not native to Lake Erie, are consid-
ered a naturalized component of the fish community with ob-
jectives of providing sustainable harvests in the central and 
eastern basins. This management plan formalizes New York’s 
goals and objectives for this fishery, identifies standard met-
rics to evaluate fishing quality, and specifies management 
strategies to maintain acceptable fishing quality while being 
responsive to the needs of the angling community.  



 

Late Winter Steelhead Fishing 
Roy St. George, FishUSA 
 

Winter steelhead fishing is upon us. With some of the 

best fishing of the season, dedicated anglers can take 

advantage of catching feisty Chromers in these not-so-

ideal conditions. I want to talk about some important 

tips for being successful at this time of year. 
 

First and foremost, stay warm. Let’s face it, you can’t 

enjoy fishing if you are numb from head to toe. Here 

are a couple tips that will make your winter experience 

more enjoyable and, hopefully, more successful. 
 

Layer your clothes. Spend a little extra cash on good 

base layers. I’ve found it can make all the difference in 

the world. I’ve tried it all and polypropylene garments 

are my top choice. This material may not be for you, but 

I encourage you to research whatever undergarment 

you’re going to purchase. Keep in mind that a cheaper 

cost can mean a sacrifice in quality. The outer shell, or 

wading jacket, works hand-in-hand with the layering 

process. So, cover yourself in a quality windproof and 

waterproof jacket. This will optimize the layer’s effec-

tiveness. 
 

So now, what waders are the best for cold weather? 
 

Everyone has their own opinion on this topic and most 

have solid arguments on why breathable is better com-

pared to neoprene or visa versa. In my experience, neo-

prene waders with good boot thinsulate are better for 

the guy who is stationary for hours or may not “run and 

gun” while locating fish. If you’re an angler who is mo-

bile and constantly working up and down the stream, 

breathable is the way to go. Coupled with good socks 

and fleece wading pants, both materials are very suita-

ble for cold weather. In my experience, don’t cram your 

feet with too much sock. This creates bad circulation, 

making your feet colder faster than they normally  

would. Give your toes some wiggle room to keep them 

happy. 

 

If your hands are numb, you can’t fish. Plain and simple. 

For me, carrying two pairs of gloves is essential. I carry a 

pair of fingerless gloves for fishing and a heavy fleece 

pair for walking or for a quick warm up to keep me in 

the game. Adding some hand warmers to the heavy 

fleece gloves assures your hands will stay functional and 

warm.  
 

Last, but not least, the head and neck. Remember most 

heat loss is through your head. It’s not a fashion show, 

so wear a heavy knit hat with insulation and a neck gait-

er. 
 

With some tips for clothing and waders out of the way, 

let’s talk fishing! 
 

Winter steelhead is my favorite time of year to fish for a 

couple reasons. One, crowds are gone which means 

fishing pressure is minimal. Two, targeting fish becomes 

easier. This second point brings up a good topic of dis-

cussion. 
 

As the water temperature dips below 38 degrees, most 

fish start to avoid faster runs and riffles, and start to slip 

back into deeper, slower pools and tail outs. Target 

these areas with patience and persistence. Working 

every section of the pool is the key to maximizing bites. 

Just because your first ten drifts in the middle of the 

pool didn’t produce a fish, or you don’t see fish right 

away, doesn’t mean they aren’t there. So many anglers I 

see or talk to give up on a spot too easily or say, “I 

walked up and down and only saw two fish.” Maybe it’s 

true in some instances, but most of the time, these an-

glers walk right past fish or don’t work the water 

properly because they didn’t catch a fish instantly. With 

that said, work every inch of the area and when you feel 

you’ve completely covered it, move on to the next area 

and follow the same principle. 
 

Let’s talk about presentations. Every angler has their go-

to pattern and confidence that it always catches fish.  

                                            (continued on page 7) 

Page 6 



(Late Winter Steelhead Fishing-continued from page 6) 

 

Typically, they always go back to it without giving oth-

er patterns a solid chance. I can assure you, if you 

aren’t going to be versatile with your tactics, there is a 

huge chance your success rate is being drastically re-

duced. Size and color patterns that work today may 

not work tomorrow, especially with winter fish. Egg 

sacs, single eggs, jigs, bead and shiner patterns are 

popular baits for spin fishing and centerpinning. Blood 

dots, sucker spawn, nymphs and streamers are the 

popular fly fishing patterns. Adding scent and gel 

attractants are effective and make the difference on 

some days. All these patterns should be in your arse-

nal of tactics, in different sizes, colors and weights. 
 

Another very critical component is fluorocarbon. It 

helps present these patterns in the most natural way 

and with almost complete invisibility. Whether it’s 

three feet or six feet of leader tied into the mainline 

for spin fishing or centerpinning, or a nine- to twelve-

foot tapered leader for fly fishing, using fluorocarbon 

can only improve your bite rates. Steelhead have tre-

mendous vision, so every advantage helps.  
 

So what can you take away from this basic 

knowledge? 
 

Forget riffles and fast current. The fish are heavily con-

centrated in deep, slow-moving pools. With that tip, 

we’ve eliminated half of the water you should target 

and increased your chances of finding and catching 

fish quicker. Also, be versatile in the way you are ap- 

 

 

proaching the fish. Step out of your comfort zone and 

try something other than your go-to pattern. You’ll be 

amazed at what can catch fish. 
 

If the body is cold because of insufficient clothing, 

you're now concentrating on how cold you are and 

not fishing effectively. When this is the issue, patience 

and persistence goes out the window and your time 

fishing will come to an abrupt end. If you are dressed 

to endure any of the elements that Mother Nature 

dishes out, you can expect to have more successful 

days than many anglers do in the jam packed spring 

and fall seasons. 
 

Please be safe, and good luck. Fish on. 

 

Roy St. George is a Product Specialist at FishUSA and 
has been fishing for over 30 years. For more articles 
like this, please visit FishUSA’s content site, Angler 
Resources. 

There will be days when the fishing is 
better than one's most optimistic fore-
cast, others when it is far worse.   
Either is a gain over just staying home. 
~Roderick Haig-Brown, Fisherman's 
Spring, 1951  

http://www.fishusa.com/learn
http://www.fishusa.com/learn
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Study says grass carp have invaded 3 of the Great Lakes 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/b1abe356adbe41a8b99a0ee97591bf62/study-says-grass-carp-have-invaded-3-great-lakes   
The above link to an AP article reveals the bad news that we have all been anticipating for a while! 

A study showed invasive grass carp have reached three of the Great Lakes, Lakes Erie, Michigan and Ontario, although it's uncertain how 

many there are or how widely they have spread. They of course threaten our fisheries, but the experts say time remains to prevent them 

from getting out of control. An invasion appears on the rise and of  great importance is that some of those caught were fertile. Go to the 

article by way of the link to find out more! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Many farmers still need training after Lake Erie algae 
Ohio's agriculture leaders say thousands of farmers have gone through training that soon will be required to put commer-
cial fertilizer on their fields        By JOHN SEEWER, Associated Press                    Jan. 21, 2017, at 8:48 a.m. 
 

http://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2017-01-21/many-farmers-still-need-training-after-lake-erie-algae  
 
The above link is to an AP article that shows that in Ohio thousands of farmers have completed training that will be 
required for putting fertilizer on fields, but many more face a September deadline to finish the program aimed at 
combating the toxic algae fouling Lake Erie. 
This is a first for this type of requirement, and is one of several steps Ohio has taken to reduce the farm runoff that 
feeds algae in the state's lakes and rivers. The measure was put in place in 2014, just months before algae in Lake 
Erie contaminated the drinking water for more than 400,000 people in northwestern Ohio and southeastern Michi-
gan. It gave farmer 3 years to get certified. Click the link to read more on the topic. 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

PFBC Adds Six Waters to Popular Keystone Select Stocked Trout Program 
  

HARRISBURG, Pa. (Jan. 24) – Anglers will have additional opportunities to catch 14”-20” trophy trout this season after the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) announced today at its quarterly business meeting that it is adding six new 
waters to the popular Keystone Select Stocked Trout Program. 
  

“The Keystone Select Program has proven to be a big hit with our customers,” said PFBC Executive Director John Arway. “It 
added an element of excitement to trout fishing and has helped establish the waters as destination fisheries, drawing anglers 
from all over and providing economic boosts to the local communities. Adding these new waters will make 2017 an even 
better fishing season.” 
The six new waters include: 

 Berks County, Tulpehocken Creek, Section 7 (1.84 miles) 

 Cambria County, Chest Creek, Section 3 (1.80 miles) 

 Fulton County, Big Cove Creek, Section 3 (0.93 miles) 

 Luzerne County, Harveys Creek, Section 4 (1.70 miles) 

 McKean County, Kinzua Creek, Section 4 (2.29 miles) 

 Venango County, Oil Creek, Section 7 (1.55 miles) 
 

The original eight waters include: 

 Chester County, Middle Branch White Clay Creek, Section 3 (1.67 miles) 

 Dauphin County, Wiconisco Creek, Section 3 (0.74 miles) 

 Lackawanna/Wyoming Counties, South Branch Tunkhannock Creek, Section 4 (0.99 miles) 

 Lawrence County, Neshannock Creek, Section 3 (2.67 miles) 

 Lycoming County, Loyalsock Creek, Section 5 (1.49 miles) 

 Potter County, First Fork Sinnemahoning Creek, Section 4 (1.67 miles) 
 Somerset County, Laurel Hill Creek, Section 3 (2.33 miles) 
 Westmoreland County, Loyalhanna Creek, Section 3 (1.67 miles) 

IN THE NEWS! 

http://www.usnews.com/news/business/articles/2017-01-21/many-farmers-still-need-training-after-lake-erie-algae
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Trout Unlimited   
Fly Fishing Film 
Tour Movie Night 
Saturday, February 
25th at the Tom 
Ridge Environmental 
Center at the en-
trance to Presque Isle 
State Park, Erie, 
PA.  Doors will open 

at 6pm and the movies will start at 7pm. 
As in years past, Field and Stream and FishUSA are 
gracious sponsors, so there will be a variety of 
door prizes and special raffle prizes in addition to 
the movie night.  The concession stand will be 
open for soft drinks and popcorn/candy.  So be 
sure to share this information with your friends 
and lets make it another packed house! 
Tickets will be $15 each and you can purchase 
them online at the F3T website. There will also be 
a very limited amount available at Cronk Insur-
ance, 3838 West 12th Street Erie PA but when 
they're gone, they're gone and only online tickets 
will be available after that.   

 

The 19th Annual Cabin Fever Expo, spon-

sored and run by the Penn’s Woods West 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited, will be held on 

Sunday February 19th 2017 at the Marriot 

Pittsburgh North in Cranberry Twp., PA.  

The 2016 Expo was a huge success and had 

well over 950 attendees during the show. 

Vendor space at the 2016 Expo was com-

pletely sold out. 

 The Cabin Fever Expo 

has: 

 Nationally known 

speakers to draw 

many attendees to 

the show 

 Over 500 free park-

ing spaces - no paid 

parking for exhibitors 

or customers. 

 Over 9,000 square 

feet of unobstructed 

space on one floor.  
 

2017 Officer & Board Elections  
 

It is another crucial time in our association. We have some officers 
and board members that due to personal obligations can no longer 
devote the time necessary to help run the PSA. We need some 
new people to step up and continue to keep the club operating as 
a vital advocate for our Steelhead fishery. Please consider throw-
ing your name in the hat to be a part of the clubs leaders & admin-
istration. We need bodies and we need ideas.  
February's meeting is when our by-laws state we must nominate a 
slate of officers and board members. We will then vote on them 
during the March membership meeting!  
 
January 18, 2017  
 

In its draft Triennial Assessment of Progress (TAP) report under the 
2012 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, the International Joint 
Commission commends Canada and  
the United States for their exemplary  
binational commitment and dedicated  
effort to meet several of the Agreement’s  
goals. The assessment is based on a  
progress report provided last October by the  
two countries, the work of the Commission  
and advice from the IJC’s Great Lakes  
advisory boards. The draft report is being released today to obtain public 
input over the next three months.  
“Now that the IJC has released a draft assessment of progress report, the 

Commission is eager to hear from Great Lakes residents,” said US Com-

missioner Rich Moy. 

“It is a key time in the history of the Great Lakes and the Agreement, 

and we strongly encourage everyone to provide their input and partici-

pate in upcoming public meetings,” said Canadian Chair Gordon Walk-

er. “Public input is essential to Agreement success.” 
 

The entire 85 page Great Lakes Water Quality report can be found here: 

http://ijc.org/files/tinymce/uploaded/Publications/Draft_TAP.pdf  

Some findings in the draft report that the IJC seeks the public’s comment 

on include: 

 Processes and procedures have been institutionalized to meet initial 

Agreement commitments, such as developing a framework to restore 

nearshore areas as part of lakewide management plans and to identify 

science and action priorities. 

 Significant new government investment has accelerated work to restore 

contaminated Areas of Concern and develop tools to measure habitat 

health and restore wetlands that are crucial to ecosystem health.  

 An initial list of eight chemicals of mutual concern has been created. 

Several others still need to be added and deadlines to develop binational 

control strategies to control them have long since passed. Progress to 

reduce legacy contaminants such as PCBs and dioxins is encouraging, 

but emerging contaminants such as PBDEs are equally toxic and long-

lasting, and thus require immediate attention. 

 Water quality in western and central Lake Erie is unacceptable. The 

commitment to reduce nutrient inputs by 40 percent is laudable but 

mandatory controls are essential to ensure success. 

 Stopping the introduction of aquatic invasive species through ballast 

water controls and prevention programs has had excellent results. At the 

same time, existing aquatic invasives and terrestrial invasives such as 

Phragmites, Asian longhorned beetle and garlic mustard continue to 

challenge the entire ecosystem. 

 The governments have provided an extensive summary of the available 

science on impacts of climate change in the Great Lakes basin. Based 

on these findings and the work of the IJC’s Great Lakes Water Quality 

Board, Canada and the United States can demonstrate global leader-

ship by developing a binational approach to Great Lakes climate 

change adaptation and resilience.  

https://events.ticketprinting.com/event/22321
http://ijc.org/files/tinymce/uploaded/Publications/Draft_TAP.pdf
http://www.participateijc.org/progress-report


Managing Expectations 
 in a Changing Fishery 

 
Well folks, the fall 2016 tributary season is behind 
us.  The same conditions emblematic of the last few sea-
sons returned to us once again.  Low water, above aver-
age temperatures, and dwindling returns have become 
the norm.  The dynamics of our fishery have steelhead 
anglers at an impasse.  Learn to adapt to the present 
state of things, or stew over “how it used to be” and be 
constantly disappointed.  No one can make it rain, trigger 
a run, stock more fish, or make it get cooler earli-
er.  These are factors beyond our control.  What we can 
control is how we perceive these challenges, and adjust 
our expectations.  Here are a few reminders and pointers 
that we must keep in mind in order to adapt. 
We still have the most productive steelhead fishery in the 
world.  Even in a down year, the Lake Erie tributaries 
continue to produce the highest steelhead catch rate per 
angler hour on the planet.  Our fish are as well likely to 
be the easiest to catch due to the smaller size and higher 
clarity of our waters.  Simple rigs can be employed with 
minimal investment, and with a little experimentation, 
success can come quickly.  Extensive water reading 
skills are not required, as we can often see our steel-
head.  Drift boats and the complexities of locating fish in 
large rivers are not present here.  Long casts and compli-
cated presentations are not required skills.  Erie steel-
head occupy small to medium sized streams, and this 
serves the angler.  
Accessibility to our fish is cheap and easy.  It does not 
take a flight to British Colombia, a mandatory guide, or 
an expensive lodge to gain access to our fishing.  It 
simply takes a vehicle and a public access 
map.  Crowded conditions are common as a result, but 
there are still many overlooked tributaries that go rela-
tively unfished.  I'll take crowded and local over empty 
and financially inaccessible anytime.  This fishery is in 
our backyard, and in every backyard between Detroit 
and Buffalo.  Our fish do not imprint and can be found 
anywhere where water flows into the lake.  One of 
the best trips that I've had here involved trying to see 
how many creeks our group could catch a fish or two out 
of in a week's time.  Many of the salmon fisheries to the 
nearby east and west shift to steelhead once the cold 
settles in.  Few anglers take advantage of the winter. 
The trend of later and later run timing seen in recent 
years serves dedicated anglers.  The reality this year 
was that our fishing did not truly settle in until Thanksgiv-
ing and beyond.  Later runs mean less fair-weather fish-
ermen.  Crowds diminish after the first hard freeze up, 
and rarely return.  Once water levels stabilize in the win-
ter daily UV melt keeps everything at a near perfect level.  
A little rain to clear the ice, and a small warming trend 

are all it takes in the winter.  When smaller tributaries 
freeze, steelhead often funnel into larger, open rivers.  
Ohio and New York’s larger waters are less prone to ice, 
and in recent years have stayed  
open most of the winter.  Winter steelhead are easy to 
locate in deeper pools, and are eager to eat small flies. 
Our fish are willing biters when compared to traditional 
steelhead.  Great Lakes steelhead don’t come from salt 
water environs.  No major metabolic or physiological 
changes occur as there is no transition.  They enter 
the system aggressive, and eat throughout their stay.  
Limited biodiversity in our streams means easy fly selec-
tion.  Where else in the world can one find a group of 
steelhead actively feeding on a midge hatch?  The selec-
tivity seen in more fertile waters is rarely exhibited 
here.  A few eggs, nymphs, and streamers is generally 
all it takes.  The toughest part of our fishing is usually 
what happens after the bite.   Detecting the strike, and 
dealing with obscenely light tippets are the real chal-
lenge.  Often, I hear anglers gripe about only hooking a 
couple of fish all day.  The reality is that the average an-
gler doesn’t detect even 25% of their strikes.  Every op-
portunity counts these days so it is wise to learn to hook 
the ones that bite.  
The concept of what constitutes a good day has to 
evolve with changing conditions.  Nobody heads to the 
Cattaraugus River expecting Elk Creek numbers.  What 
they head there for is a heightened quality of experience.  
The bigger, wilder nature of the  Catt lends itself to what 
western steelheaders value far above numbers of fish 
caught.  Much is to be learned from our neighbors out 
west.  Some fish for months without ever making contact 
with a single steelhead, yet anglers persist.  The unsus-
tainable number of fish of the “good old days” represent 
little more than a curse on today’s fishery.  The ridiculous 
catch rates of ten years ago did little to instill respect for 
the fish or fishery by many.  Meat hunters still linger, and 
management policies are still at odds with promoting a 
quality experience.  Steelhead fishing has historically 
never been particularly easy or productive.  Instead, its 
difficulty and elusiveness invites dedication and respect.  
We need to embrace that.   
These points are obvious to us, but often are the first 
things that we take for granted.  We are still fortunate 
enough to be able to drive a few miles and at least hook 
a few fish in an average outing.  What we derive from 
that is limited only by our own perception.  Eventually, 
the hordes of numbers guys and meat packers will disap-
pear as fish numbers dwindle.  What will remain will be 
enough fish to keep dedicated anglers interested.  We 
may even arrive at the quality experience that has evad-
ed us, even during “the good old days.” 
            Matt Ippoliti  
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Stalking Steelies  



Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guy”  
 

“Rainbow Warrior” 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Fly Type: Attractor  Nymph  
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout 
Recommended Region: Anywhere water  calls for  
nymphing 
Imitation: Not a direct imitation of anything; but 
works when fish are feeding on midge larva and pupa, 

scuds, sow bugs or Mysis.  
 

Description:  
 

In previous Fly by Night articles we tied Lance Egan’s 

Frenchie. It is a simplified pheasant tail nymph pattern 

popularized by the French when using Euro Nymphing 

techniques that have become popular. Another Egan fly I 

like is the Rainbow Warrior. Lance Egan’s Rainbow 

Warrior is an effective but yet fairly easy to tie pattern. It 

is fished as the dropper in a two-fly tandem nymph rig.  

Egan's patterns are tied with a minimal amount of materi-

als and often contain triggers and hot spots. They are of-

ten his suggestive or attractor patterns rather than patterns 

that directly imitate insects.  Attractor patterns are typi-

cally brightly colored patterns that don’t resemble any 

actual insects or bait fish but still somehow draw interest 

from the fish. Certain colors seem to attract different spe-

cies of fish. The Rainbow Warrior seems to be one of 

those attractor flies that help locate trout and has been 

fished successfully all over the world. 

About 5 years ago I read an article that Lance Egan wrote 

for Fly Fisherman where he said “the Warrior has taken 

Trout in nearly every piece of moving water I’ve fished 

for more than a decade.  It works in colored water as well 

as clear water despite its flashy design.” 

He also mention that “many of my patterns have a red 

thread collar or “hot spot” just behind the 

bead.  Contrasting colors can work as a trigger to provoke 

strikes. I find it most effective when Trout are feeding on 

midge larva and pupa or if there are scuds, sow bugs 

(cress bugs) or Mysis in the waterway.” The Tungsten 

bead gives it the weight to get down as a dropper in a 

nymph tandem or dry/dropper rig.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Tying Instructions: 

 
1. Pinch down the barb and slip the Silver Tung-
sten bead on the hook small hole first. (Additional 
weight is optional. If fishing faster water tie in 6-
8 wraps of .015 lead wire behind the bead). At-
tach the Red thread to the hook and build up a bit 
against the lead so it doesn't slip around. Wind the 
thread back and forth to cover the lead wire up to 
the bead and then wind back to the hook bend. 
 
2. Peel about 6 pheasant tail fibers from the tail 
and even their tips. Make the length of the tail 
about equal to half the hook shank. Tie them in at 
the bend of the hook and wrap forward over the 
butt ends of the pheasant tail fibers to the bead 
and clip excess. 
  
3. Tie in a strip of Pearl Tinsel just behind the 
bead and then wrap the thread back over the tinsel 
to the base of the tail. Wrap the thread back to 
bead again, forming a slightly tapered thread 
base. Wrap the tinsel forward in slightly overlap-
ping turns to the bead. Tie the tinsel off. 
 
4. Now pull the remaining tinsel back over the 
top of the abdomen and tie it down flat on top of 
the hook in the thorax area. Wrap back over the 
tinsel for the size of the wingcase (almost to the 
halfway point). 
 
5. Dub a thorax from the back of the bead to the 
base of the wingcase and back again. 
 
6. Now pull the Tinsel over the thorax to form 
the wingcase and tie it down at the back of the 
bead. To keep the tinsel from pulling out, pull the 
end of the tinsel back over the top of the wingcase 
slightly and wrap it down with the thread. Clip 
the excess flash. 
 
7. Tie off the thread with a whip finish or half 
hitch! 

 

If any Steelhead Association members have questions 
about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this column of 
the newsletter send an email to info@PaSteelhead.com 
with “Fly by Night Guy” in the subject line! 
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http://www.flytyingforum.com/index.php?act=flysearch&target=Steelhead
mailto:info@PaSteelhead.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save Our Native Species Inc. 
S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club 

(A 501 C (3) not for profit organization)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mail: PO Box 3605 

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508 

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/ 

Phone/Fax: 814-453-2270 

Email: sonslakeri@aol.com  

P. O. Box 29577 Parma, OH 44129 

www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

pasteelhead.com    

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR  

BUSINESS MEMBERS! 
Click on links below to visit their site. 

        Edited by S.Z.   Page 12 

February 8th General Membership meeting Program 
 
 

Jerry Skrypzak the President of S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie Fishing Club  has con-

sented to doing a program at our Feb 8th general meeting. His program will be on 

the “History of Fishing on Lake Erie”.  

Jerry Skrypzak is a retired lieutenant from the City of Erie Bureau of Police Crime 

Scene Investigation Unit. He has been the president of the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie 

Fishing Club since 1994. He has a vast knowledge of the history of Erie’s waterfront. 

He is a member of the Erie western Pennsylvania Port Authority Citizen’s Advisory 

Committee and the Bi-National  Lake Erie Perca Management Advisory Group. 

Jerry has volunteered at the Erie History Center where he was appointed to serve 

on the board of directors. He has used his photography skills to help his friend,  Dr. 

David Frew with the graphics of several of his books. He and Dr. Frew then co-

authored the book “Fortune and Fury” about Erie’s commercial fishing industry. 

We are lucky to have Jerry share his knowledge of history as our guest speaker. 
 

http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html  

724-239-3855  

info@conveyorspecialties.com 
29 Kearns Spur | Bentleyville, PA 15314 |  

Fax: 724-239-3854 

P.O. Box 436, Zelienople,PA 16063 
 

Phone: (412) 734-3856 
Toll Free: (800) 801-3746 
Fax Number: (412) 894-9082 
 

General Information: fast-info@witkosupplies.com  
Sales: sales@witkosupplies.com  
Customer Support: witko-support@witkosupplies.com 
 

Website: www.witkosupplies.com   

http://sonsoflakeerie.org/
http://www.ohiosteelheaders.com
http://www.pasteelhead.com/
http://www.conveyorspecialties.com/index.html
mailto:info@conveyorspecialties.com
mailto:fast-info@witkosupplies.com
mailto:sales@witkosupplies.com
mailto:witko-support@witkosupplies.com
http://www.witkosupplies.com

