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Letter from the President 

I hope everyone is enjoying this mild winter. That’s the good news. 
The bad news is that it’s been cold enough to lock up the streams 
with ice but not cold enough to make safe ice on the lower por-
tions of the streams and Lake Erie for ice fishing. That may change 
but as the days get longer it is getting more unlikely. 
We do have some great speakers lined up for our upcoming 
meetings including Doug Straub’s talk on spring trolling for steel-
head and brown trout in Lake Erie and Presque Isle. We also hope 
to have a speaker from the Pennsylvania Fish Commission to talk 
about the fishing prospects based on stocking and netting samples 
for steelhead, brown trout, lake trout, walleye and perch. 
At the February meeting we will be accepting nominations for offic-
ers and board members for our club. You can nominate any mem-
ber including yourself for a position. We’re always looking for new 
ideas and fresh outlooks. Being a board member is a good oppor-
tunity to project your thoughts on how the steelhead program can 
be improved.  
Thanks and we’ll see you at the next meeting! 
 
Marty G. 

February 2016 
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Meetings 
The PA Steelhead Association holds meet-

ings most months at 7:30 pm the second 

Wednesday of the month at the Ameri-

can Legion Post 773.  The Legion is located 

at 4109 West 12th Street (State Route 5), 

just east of the Erie Airport.  

We meet in the banquet room to the left 

when you walk in. We encourage mem-

bers and the public alike to attend and 

share their views and opinions. Meetings 

focus on items pertaining to the mission 

of the club, fundraising events, and local 

public and political issues affection our 

fisheries. The PFBC is often represented at 

our meetings for reports and questions. 

To all of our new members, welcome! 

We hope to see you at a meeting. 

Please join us for our next 

meeting on February 10th, at 

7:30 pm . 
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Great Lakes Fishery Report on Lake Erie 
 

According to the “Report from the Lake Erie Re-
search  Unit (Area 9 Fisheries Management 
Office)” supplied by Chuck Murray the 2015 Steel-
head stocking objective of 1 million smolts has 
been met for the 12th consecutive year. Ninety 
two truckloads of Steelhead smolts were stocked 
by Tionesta (59trips) and Fairview (33 trips) State 
Fish Hatchery staff between 9 March 2015 and 4 
May 2015. PFBC juvenile steelhead stocking for 
2015 totaled 1,004,507 smolts. Average size of 
the 2015 PFBC hatchery smolt was 185mm; the 
largest in the last 15 years and among the largest 
stocked on all of Lake Erie by all agencies (PFBC 
hatchery staff is raising  a very high quality steel-
head smolt).  
Steelhead stocking is also augmented by the 
effort of 3-C-U, which stocked an additional 
74,000 smolts in 2015.  
Assessment at the Godfrey Run weir shows that, 
as expected, adult spawning runs are highly cor-
related with increased stream discharge (flow) 
and decreasing temperatures. The first notewor-
thy fall 2015 run of adult steelhead into Godfrey 
Run didn’t occur until mid-October, associated 
with the first significant rain event of the season. 
Steelhead fishing in the tributaries has been high-
ly variable and associated with stream condi-
tions. 2 

February 10th Meeting Program Speaker: 

 

Capt. Doug Straub; FishUSA.com Staff 

Doug Straub writes a blog on FishUSA.com 

and spoke at one of our Steelhead Expo’s.  We 

hope Doug will pass on some of his expertise 

on spring trolling for steelhead and brown trout 

in Lake Erie and Presque Isle. Doug is also 

quite versed in nearshore fishing for Steelhead.  
 

From The Wall 

     Can you believe half the winter is gone? As 
of this writing most of the streams are locked 
up with ice reducing the stream fishing to al-
most zero. Sixteen mile creek is the one creek 
that has open water. 
     It appears that Lake Erie will not freeze 
over this year if the current weather patterns 
continue. When the wind is blowing from the 
north the shore has floating icebergs making 
the lake unfishable. With south winds those 
icebergs blow out and there are some real pos-
sibilities for fishing at the stream mouths. An-
other good spot for open water is the foot of 
East Avenue with the warm water discharge 
attracting baitfish and steelhead and brown 
trout. Last winter there were also a good num-
ber of Coho Salmon caught at East Avenue. 
     In February we should start seeing good 
numbers of immature steelhead at the stream 
mouths and in the very lower sections of all the 
larger streams. These fish range in size from 
18 to 22 inches with some larger fish that are 
late spawners or stray Manistee fish from 
Ohio. The fishing for these steelhead usually 
remains good until the water gets above 45 de-
grees at which time they disappear.  
     Please treat these fish carefully as they will 
return in the fall as mature fish and will be sig-
nificantly larger. 
 

Marty and Rich   
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REMINISCING    A Bad Day 

 
     It didn’t start out any differently than most days that I can remember. As I recall my first sense of being alive that 
morning was hearing the sound of all the birds chorusing in the trees behind my house. Robins, whippoorwills, blue jays, 
sparrows, mourning doves, starlings; you name one it was probably out there chirping or singing or just complaining 
about something. 
     The next thing I felt was this huge compulsion to relieve the strain on my bladder so I hopped out of bed grabbed my 
robe and headed off to the bathroom. Aaaaaaaahhhhh. So on this particular day I make my coffee without using a coffee 
filter and I don’t discover it till I’ve taken my first gulp of the stuff, ewww.   
     Before I do anything else I gotta go get the newspaper. I have to know what’s happening in the world before I can ven-
ture out into it. Even on Christmas morning when our local paper isn’t printed I’ve got to have my newspaper. On those 
days I’ve been known to drive around to fifteen convenience stores looking for a newspaper. Usually I end up with the 
Grit from Mechanicsburg whose headlines blare out about their frozen sewerage system backing up into residents homes 
on Christmas Eve. What the heck? It’s news. 
     On this particular morning the only news of note is that the Pittsburg Pirates have lost their 2000th game in a row but 
they saw some improvement coming. The headlines on the front page of the newspaper read: 
“Scientists Find Dead Zone in Middle of Lake Erie!”  That’s news? I haven’t caught a fish in two months and they’re just 
now finding out about it now? Crime in Italy, they could’ve just followed me around on my boat and I would’ve led ‘em 
right to it. 
     Oh well. The other thing of interest in the paper today is the weather service forecast for Lake Erie – two feet or less. 
For the uninitiated that statement has nothing to do with the kind of swimmers they’re letting into the lake today. It’s a 
prediction of wave height and it means I’m going fishing. (Big surprise, eh?) 
      After I gulped down the banana that is my usual breakfast I’m out in the garage trying to back my boat into the drive-
way. My boat weighs approximately 2,000 pounds and I weigh about 180 pounds so moving that thing at seven o’clock in 
the morning is a daunting challenge. Usually I brace my back and shoulder against the front of the boat while pushing 
with my legs and feet against the back wall of the garage. This requires that I start rocking the boat back and forth until I 
have the swings wide enough that I’m able to exert all my energy into the backward movement and get the whole thing 
rolling. 
     Since my driveway is perpendicular to the garage opening and the driveway is sloped downward I’ve got to be ready 
to swing the boat around as soon as the back of the boat clears the garage opening otherwise the boat is off on it’s own 
into the neighbor’s yard. This morning I manage to get the boat out successfully without anything going wrong, so far. 
     My usual routine from this point is to hook the boat up to the car, connect the lights and lock the tongue which I do 
this morning. Then I get the boat plug that I keep on a shelf on the boat and insert in a hole at the back of the boat. This 
is very important as this prevents the boat from sinking. 
     Next I reposition my downriggers so that the ends are extended over the back of the boat in the ready position. 
Downriggers are a pulley and weight system that allows a fisherman to troll for fish in deep water by lowering a ten 
pound weight suspended on one hundred and fifty pound stainless steel wire to a downrigger arm. The theory is to keep 
your bait in the zone where the fish are at all times. At this point I’m usually ready to go, but I do one thing a little differ-
ently today. 
     Because it’s the middle of June on a beautiful Saturday morning I’m thinking that there is going to be a bunch of boats 
at the boat launch this morning so I’m going to prepare in advance so I don’t have to waste time down there and I can 
launch in a hurry. 
     So I load up my rod holders with my ten foot fishing rods. I’ve even attached two of my favorite lures to the end of the 
lines. I put the downrigger balls onto the downriggers and I make sure I’ve loaded up the cooler with ice and soda. I’ve 
got three of my favorite cigars in the boat’s glove compartment. I am good to go! I hop into the car and turn on the lights 
while looking out the side view mirrors and notice that the trailer lights have come on. “Check”, I say to myself. I put the 
car into gear and begin inching down the driveway slowly, like I usually do. If something is going to go wrong I figure it’ll 
be at the start, won’t it? I slowly make the turn onto my street and I don’t hear any banging or scraping so I figure it’s a 
go. 
     I must’ve gone about a half a mile when I think I hear a sort of buzzing sound so I slow down. Sure enough the buzzing 
sound reduces itself to a clicking. I speed up and it’s back to the buzzing sound again. Just as I am about to leave my 
 neighborhood and get out to the main highway I figure I’d better check out what’s making that sound. So I pull over and  
                                              Continued on page 4 
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Reminiscing  

get out. At first I don’t see anything unusual. I’m not dragging anything, the wheels are still on. Hmmmmmmm; “Oh 
my God!” I hear myself say reflexively when I spot what’s been going on. 
     As I look up at the boat I notice that one of the rods is bent over in half as if it’s connected to some unknown 
whale of a fish, except the fish is nowhere in sight. What is in sight is the trail of my fishing line trailing back into the 
air as far as I can see. Which isn’t too far because there’s a bend in the road about four hundred feet back and the 
line appears to be draped alongside of a tree in someone’s yard .That buzzing sound that I’ve been hearing was the 
drag on my fishing reel as the line has been releasing as I drove along. 
     At this point I’m thinking what an a**hole I am, as I reach up and grab the fishing rod out of the rod holder. There 
was nothing to do then but to reel the line in while I walked back to where it was snagged up, which I hoped wasn’t too 
far. I found out that even when you walk slowly and you reel very fast you cannot make much headway with reeling 
fishing line in. But what choice did I have? 
     As I get to the bend in the road I notice that even though the line is caught in a tree I can see that it continues back 
down the street as far as I can see which is the next bend and a neighbor’s car. I just keep cranking away. At about the 
time I get by the first bend a neighborhood kid comes riding up on his bicycle. 
     “Morning Mr. G” the kid says looking at me suspiciously. I felt like saying “go fry yourself kid” but I just keep reeling 
without acknowledging him at all. I’m just hoping he’s the only one I run into. At the next bend I notice my line has 
wrapped itself around a neighbor’s car antenna and has it bent over from the strain of my pulling. As I tried to just 
yank it free the whole damn antenna snaps off and the tension it was under previously sends it flying across the neigh-
bor’s yard and into his open garage.  
     “Fwwwwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaang!” I just keep on reeling and following my line to it source of snagation. I’m 
only about a block from my house now so I think I might get this done without being noticed by anyone except that 
stupid kid. 
     “Hey Marty, how’s the fishing?” “Oh drat”, it’s one of my neighbors and his wife getting ready to go somewhere 
when they spot me reeling down the street. They both have these big smiles on their faces. Actually she’s smiling while 
he’s rolling around in his yard convulsing with laughter. 
     I didn’t say anything to them either and just keep on reeling as if this were my normal routine. For a moment I con-
sidered going into a jogging motion like I was just out for my morning run but I figured it was too late since they were 
both laughing. 
     I finally reel myself over to my driveway and see that I’ve got the fishing plug stuck up in a branch about 12 feet in 
the air. I can’t reach it since I’m only five foot and ten inches tall. Instead of putting the pole down and going after a 
ladder I just kept yanking on the pole furiously trying to dislodge the plug. 
     Well all that yanking is making some racket with the leaves rustling and all that I eventually attract the attention of 
the neighbor’s dog who comes over sniffing around. “Woof!” At just about that time I give my pole one mighty yank 
and the damn lure comes flying out of the tree and catches the freaking dog by the end of his tail. Well I ain’t sure 
what that dog’s thinking but he let’s out with this high pitched scream and goes running down the driveway at about 
fifty miles an hour with my fishing pole trailing after him. Yip, yip  yeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee! Well not only is 
the dog being pinched by the barbs in his tail but all the racket that my fishing rod and reel is making as he bolts down 
the street is scarring the crap out of him so he’s really picking up speed.  
     I don’t know what else to do so off I go chasing the dog down the street trying to retrieve my stuff. Now all that 
yelping and clatter has brought half the neighborhood to their front doors to see what all the commotion was. I can 
just imagine what they might be thinking. 
     Figuring I haven’t got much to lose I take a flying leap at my clattering fishing rod and land square on it. All of a sud-
den that dog gives off one last shrill yelp and the plug on its tail pulled free. 
     Someone comes out of his house and yells, “What the hell is going on out there?” “I don’t know” I yell back. “I’m 
just trying to help this dog that was running around with a fishing pole stuck to his butt. Good thing I was here to save 
the poor mutt.”  
    With pole in hand I jog off in the other direction toward my boat. I don’t need anymore of this bullcrap. I get back to 
my boat and car and throw the pole into the boat and takeoff down toward the boat launch. 
     My day got worse after that but that’s another story for another time!     Marty G. 
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“Angler diary data submitted by Pennsylvania Steelhead anglers estimates the 
most recent catch rate at about 0.36 Steelhead/angler hour. This is very similar to 
catch rates being reported through recent creel surveys in New York waters of 
Lake Erie. Although this catch rate is low (about 1/2) relative to historical highs 
seen in the early to mid-2000’s, it remains among the highest steelhead angler 
catch rate in the Great Lakes.  

 

2016 Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo 

January 30, 2016 
The NCFF 2016 Northern Ohio Fly Tying Expo will be 

held on Saturday, January 30st at the Cuyahoga Val-

ley Career Center in Brecksville, OH. 

OCBS will have a booth at the Expo. NCFF has a full 

agenda of interesting presentations on fly tying and 

fishing you do not want to miss. 

When: Saturday, January 30, 2016 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. 

Where: Cuyahoga Valley Career Center 

8001 Brecksville Road 

Brecksville, OH 44141 

Cost: Admission - adults - $8; youth 13 to 18 - $5; 

children under 12 - free; free parking 

Fly Fishing and Tying Seminars 
Fishing the Great Lakes 

Fighting and landing large trout and steelhead 

Gearing up for musky 

Fishing Alaska 

Controlling unseen drag 

Tying steelhead and salmon flies 

Features and Activities 

Demonstrations by celebrity fly tyers 

Fly casting demonstrations and mini lessons 

Beginning fly tying 

Vendors of fishing gear, tying supplies, classes and 

trips 
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PFBC Adds Public Fishing Easements during Quarterly Business Meeting 
 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (Jan. 21) – At its quarterly business meeting held (Jan. 21), the Pennsyl-
vania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) purchased three easements and one property along 

Erie County’s Elk Creek, further expanding the public fishing corridor along the popular steelhead 
stream. 
 
“The steelhead fishery in Lake Erie and its tributaries is a popular destination for anglers and gener-
ates tremendous economic benefits to the region,” said PFBC Executive Director John Arway. “And 
our Fishing and Boating Access Strategy ranks this watershed as the top priority for access improve-
ment statewide. With the addition of these easements today, we’re greatly increasing the opportuni-
ties for anglers to fish this stream.” 
 
The access areas include: 
 
 *   Easements of 1,175 and 870 linear feet along Elk Creek in Fairview Township, Erie County. The 
easements are located off of Elk Valley Road downstream of Fairview Township’s Struchen Flats 
property and were acquired for $18,000 and $13,500 respectively. The addition of these two ease-
ments creates a 1-mile corridor of connected public access. 
 *   An easement of 410 linear feet along Elk Creek in McKean Township, Erie County, acquired for 
$5,500. The easement area is located off of Rick Road upstream of the PFBC’s Rick Road access. 
 *   Approximately 1,600 linear feet of frontage on Elk Creek on eight acres of land in McKean Town-
ship, Erie County. The PFBC purchased the land for $100,000.The property is located immediately 
west of Interstate 79 at the end of Skinner Road near McKean. 
To date, the PFBC has acquired more than 20 miles of public fishing access in the Erie watershed 
through easements and land purchases under the Erie Access Improvement Program. 
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On The Water 
 

Angling Tactics for Low Water Steelhead 
 

This past fall was marked by low flows and warm water in 
our tributaries.  Some anglers escaped the issue altogether 
by traveling to the larger waters of New York and Ohio, as 
the simplest way to overcome low water conditions is to tar-
get a bigger river.  For many of us, travelling to fish is not 
always practical, or even possible.  When forced to deal with 
the challenge that extreme low and clear water presents, the 
angler must adjust. 
 

The first important concept relates to the importance of cur-
rent.  Fish stranded in almost completely dead water are 
absolutely the most difficult to catch.  As you move through 
a section of stream, try first to locate fish near the heads of 
pools, in pits, or near drop offs.  Even in very low water, 
there are often at least a few fish that can be found hiding 
under bubbling, turbulent depth changes.  Narrow, channel-
ized areas of the stream bed concentrate flows and force 
water to move through faster than wide, even areas.  Avoid 
places where flows are divided into more than one chan-
nel.  The more water that runs through the exact spot that 
you are fishing, the better. 
 

 Next in importance is to seek out areas which feature deep, 
dark hiding places.  Edges along breaks in the shale, the 
bottom of deep slots, and the foot of drop offs are prime 
examples.  Any piece of water that you cannot see the 
bottom of means that the fish can't see you.  Chrome steel-
head disappear even in clear water, so don't assume that 
there are no fish in hole unless you can identify every detail 
of the bottom.  The places that are the most difficult to check 
for fish are always the most likely places for them to be. 
 

One thing that I have found to be important when fishing to 
steelhead in all but very stained water is the concept of "long 
and lean."  This method was first designed for fishing long, 
deep seams from a drift boat while moving.  The angler simp-
ly flipped the rig off of the side of the boat, occasionally 
mending it, but never recasting until the run shallowed 
out.  Not only do the flies get deep, they fall gracefully and 
flutter through the water column.   Adapting it to the wade 
fisherman only requires a longer cast and a mend or two up-
stream. 
 

The rig consists of 7-10 feet of leader between your indicator 
and your weight.  No more than a BB shot is used, and nor-
mally a single No.1 is plenty.  Slack near the indicator is very 
important.  Three feet of heavy butt section helps with this, 
as it retains some memory and the coils on the surface indi-
cate a dead drift.  The trick is to cast way ahead of your tar-
get, make an immediate upstream mend, and let the rig 
slowly flutter down in.  Pressured fish despise any offering 
that sinks too quickly and unnaturally.  I constantly encoun-
ter anglers who use far too much weight to try to get their 

flies to hang tightly under an indicator.  This is not a natural 
drift at all, as surface currents and bottom currents are in no 
way equal.  As well, heavy rigs cannot follow turbulence.  A 
long, light rig is super sensitive and even the lightest take 
moves the indicator.  These rigs rarely hang up on anything 
as they have no mass to force the hook into getting stuck on 
rocks and roots.  With a 30 foot upstream cast and a single 
mend, depths of six feet are easy to achieve. 
 

If you are forced to fish to fish that are laid up in pool 
tailouts, or suspended in deep slow water, then adjust your 
rig.  Think trout fishing.  A long 3x leader of 10 or even 14 
feet in length with a size 8 or 10 Stimulator dry is a good 
standard.  Add a single or double dropper to the dry, and 
make sure it incorporates a small bead head nymph or an 
egg that sinks.  I sometimes forego the bead head in favor of 
piece of dust shot a foot above a yarn egg on a three foot 
dropper rig.  If you use tin shot, soak them in bleach the 
night before you fish to turn them black and dull.  Tippet for 
a dropper should be 3x-5x, depending on how clear the wa-
ter is, but should always be the strongest that you can get 
away with. 
 

Rods should be downsized from the standard 10 foot seven 
weight to a six.  I hate the idea of a steelhead on a five 
weight.  Only the fastest action fives have enough backbone 
to turn a steelhead, and they are just plain unethical.  Tippet 
below 4x is as well borderline unethical.  Long battles are not 
cool; they are fish killers.  A medium-fast action six weight 
and some quality 4x still gives a fair amount of leverage.  Fish 
in exceedingly warm water should never see any of these 
tactics. 
 

Suspended fish are easier targets during early and late peri-
ods of the day.  Midge hatches are great feeding triggers for 
steelhead quarantined in slow pools when movement isn't 
possible.  Few anglers remember the concept of "match the 
hatch" when fishing for steelhead.  Midges are tiny.  Flies 
should start at size 16 and go all the way down to size 22.  Fly 
patterns should be purpose built for big fish!  Tiemco 2488H 
hooks are key for steelhead midge tying.  2X heavy wire, 
wide gap, forged hooks are requirements for any small fly. 
 

Consider a stealthy approach, and cast ahead of the fish with 
a downstream presentation.  Learn how to execute a Reach 
Cast.  Be patient, and consider the slightest bump of your dry 
a hit.  Set the hook lightly, and turn your rod horizontal dur-
ing the fight to control the fish as best you can.  Limit battles 
to a few minutes.  Low, clear conditions present their chal-
lenges.  Keep your expectations reasonable, and get out 
there and work for them.   
 

Matt Ippoliti 

- Adapted from a previously posted article on the Steelhead 
Jones Blog: http://www.steelheadjones.com/blog/   

http://www.steelheadjones.com/blog/


 

   What is a Lucky Stone? 

 
     I looked up the explanation: on Wikipedia- A lucky stone is actually the unique ear bone or otolith of a Freshwater 
Drum, commonly known as the Sheephead. The Sheephead's otoliths are quite large and look almost polished and ivory-
like. In times past they have been worn as protective amulets, made into jewelry, and traded into areas far from the fish's 
native range. Lucky stones (otoliths) have been found at ancient archaeological sites, where they are thought to have 
been used as good luck charms to ward off illness.  

     Lucky stones wash up on beaches along the Great Lakes, especially Lake Erie. This white "stone" is desirable to col-
lectors as the letter L and the letter J appear naturally on these "lucky stones". The J stones come from the left side of the 
fish and the L stones come from the right side of the Freshwater Drum.  

     University of Minnesota Biologist George R. Spangler gives a technical explanation of the "letters" which appear on 
the lucky stone. "The 'L-shaped groove' is technically known as a 'sulcus.' In the living fish, the sulcus is adjacent to a 
series of neuromast cells in the inner ear. Pressure exerted upon these neuromasts by movement of the otolith due to 
gravity or to acceleration of the fish provides information to the brain regarding the orientation of the fish's body.”  

     Many beachcombers walk the beaches in the morning as the waves tend to wash small rocks, "beach glass" and lucky 
stones to the shore on a daily basis. Lucky stones are also known in other freshwater areas of North America.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucky_stone  

 

     From answers.com - Stones in fish heads are called fish otoliths. 
They are among the strangest and most wonderful bits of vertebrate 
anatomy. They are strikingly sculptural, and their clean surfaces tend to 
display an alluring opalescent sheen. No one is absolutely sure about 
all their functions (which would seem to vary from species to species), 
but it is safe to say that they generally serve in a sensory system very 
much like the saccule/utricle: they sit atop a mat of sensitive hairs and 
their sloshing around gives the fish information about its movement in 
space. Fish that have to deal with complicated spatial environments 
(reefs, kelp beds) usually have bigger otoliths; those open water preda-
tors that stick to swimming fast in straight lines (tuna, billfish) tend to 
have relatively small ones. Otoliths also seem to play a role in under-
water hearing in many species: because they are stone (and therefore of 
a different specific gravity than the rest of the fish), their vibrations in 

response to sound waves are out of phase with those of the animal’s body; these differences can be translated into acous-
tic information. 

http://www.answers.com/Q/What_are_the_stones_inside_a_sheephead_fish%27s_head  

 

Lucky Stones by Naturalist William Hudson  

     If you are one of those folks who still enjoy walking along a beach and collecting shells, driftwood, and other treas-
ures, you may have found a small, pure white, roughly circular little stone about the size of a penny that resembles a flat-
tened pearl or piece of milky glass. If you look closely and find ridges on one side that resemble an “L” or a “C”, you 
may have found a fascinating artifact known as a lucky stone or fish pearl. 

     On the beaches of the Great Lakes these are likely the ear stone or “otolith” of a common freshwater drum called a 
sheepshead. Lucky stones have a very interesting history. Because Native Americans kept lucky stones as charms or to-
kens of good luck, they are often found in archeological sites going back thousands of years. It is also said that Great 
Lakes fishermen and sailors kept lucky stones in their pockets to keep them safe from storms, to give them an edge in a 
card game, or for better luck with the ladies. 

     Although otoliths are present in the skulls of most species of fish, they are particularly large in sheepshead, where 
they are used for hearing and balance. Fish grow otoliths in much the same way as an oyster grows a pearl, building them 
a layer at a time from a mineral known as aragonite. In this way otoliths are similar to both tree trunks and pearls; as a 
fish grows, so does its ear stone, providing those who know how to read it with some very interesting information. 

     Unlike other parts of a fish’s body, otoliths are very persistent and have been found in layers of sediment up to 155 
million years old. In recent years, scientists have found that reading the rings of an otolith can provide information on the 
age, health, and growth rates of a number of species of fish, and trace elements in the rings can reveal the temperature 
and chemical makeup of the water in which the fish lived. Researchers from Bowling Green University, for instance, can 
tell where a fish lived throughout its lifetime by studying levels of strontium, magnesium and other chemicals within the 
layers of an otolith, and scientists from the University of Minnesota have even used them to provide information about 
the climate of the Great Lakes region over thousands of years 

http://www.neonaturalist.com/nature/lucky_stones.html  
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CNX Gas Co will pay DEP and Fish and Boat 

Commission more than $450,000 for water 

withdrawal violations in Washington County  
 
Pittsburgh – In a joint action, the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) and the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission (PFBC) have signed a consent 
assessment and settlement agreement (CASA) with CNX 
Gas Company LLC (CNX) to settle violations of the 
state’s Oil and Gas Act and the Fish and Boat Code.  As 
a result of the agreement, CNX will pay $345,750 to 
DEP and $105,000 to PFBC. 
“Protecting the waters of the Commonwealth is a core 
function of both DEP and the PFBC and this agreement 
underscores the fact that, together, we take this responsi-
bility very seriously, said Eric Gustafson, manager for 
Oil and Gas Operations in the Southwest Oil and Gas 
District Office. “We expect that operators will follow 
their WMP’s and draw-down permits to the letter. DEP 
appreciates the assistance provided by the PFBC in re-
solving this case.” 
PFBC Executive Director John Arway added that “water 
is one of our most precious public resources, which must 
be protected and responsibly managed. DEP water man-
agement plans are engineered to ensure that water is allo-
cated in proper amounts so that all water users can ap-
propriately share the abundant supplies provided by our 
Commonwealth’s streams, rivers and lakes. Non-
compliance with the plans and permits could result in 
harm to other water users like aquatic life and public wa-
ter supplies.” 
CNX did not adhere to its approved plan, and DEP deter-
mined it exceeded its approved daily withdrawal limits 
from a reservoir in North Franklin Township, Washing-
ton County on 43 days between October 23, 2011 and 
June 8, 2013. 
In order for oil and gas operators to remove water from 
water sources in Pennsylvania for the drilling or stimula-
tion of any unconventional natural gas well, a Water 
Management Plan (WMP) must be approved by DEP.   
CNX obtained a draw-down permit from PFBC that set 
further limits on how much water could be removed 
from the reservoir in order to protect aquatic life and 
dam stability. However, on 164 days between October 
21, 2013 and December 23, 2014, during the restricted 
time period, CNX withdrew water from the reservoir 
contrary to the restrictions in their WMP and “draw 
down” permit. This water withdrawal resulted in low 
water levels within the reservoir, drying out the shallow 
shoreline areas of the reservoir and the surrounding for-
ested wetlands. 
In addition, the company failed to keep proper records 
relating to water withdrawals and reservoir levels. 

 
For more info go to: 
www.dep.pa.gov  and www.fishandboat.com 
 

PA Steelhead Association 
(January 2016 Meeting) 

Featuring Guest Speaker 
Edward Mascharka 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PA Fish and Boat Commissioner Mascharka 
spoke at our January membership meeting and 
had several talking points. It was a very interest-
ing discussion and listed below are some of the 
key topics of his presentation: 
 The Steelhead program -  numbers of stocked 

fish, success and benefits. 
 State of the Great Lake Fisheries report (see 

“On the Water from page 2 of this newsletter) 
 Lake Erie Brown Trout initiative 
 Keystone Select Trout Program (Big Brood 

Stocking of 8 delayed harvest streams) 
 The PFBC Fish & Boat App 
 Training of 18 future WCO’s 
 Senate Bill 601 and the use of Lake Erie 

Stamp money for things in addition to habitat 
and access (adds support for public fishing to 
the uses of the stamp funds) 

 Habitat improvement program discussions 
 Budget issues 
 License fee increases by 2020 
 Growing Greener III program in future 
 Pa Steelhead fishing maps availability 
 
You can view Mr. Mascharka’s presentation on 
you tube by clicking on the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6tHCnoZ7SKE 
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Featured Fly 
From the “Fly by Night Guys”  
 

 “Brassie”- Nymph Pattern 

Fly Type: Usually fished as an attractor  nymph. 
Use with an indicator or with a tight line presenta-
tion. 
Target Species: Steelhead, Trout, Pan fish 
Recommended Region: Anywhere in streams, still 
lakes, ponds, etc. 
Imitation: Midge, caddis or  beetle larva; blood-
worms 
 
Material List:  
Hook: shr imp/scud/caddis hook, such as a TMC 2457 or  
2487, or Mustad 80200BR, or Daiichi 1130, or Dai-riki 
125 or 135 in a size #14-20 

Bead (Optional): Brass or  Black Tungsten bead sized to 
hook (1/16 for a size 20), (3 /32 for size 16). Tungsten 
bead can be used for more weight. 

Thread: black size 8/0 Uni Thread or  70 Denier  UTC 
for smallest hooks 

Wire Body: Brassie sized copper  wire (or  desired color ) 
Dubbing Collar: Peacock her l  

 
Description:  In an earlier edition of TightLines we 
showed how to tie a simple midge pattern called the Zeb-
ra midge. The Zebra Midge is one of the fastest, simplest 
flies to tie. Another easy but affective fly is the Brassie. 
The Brassie is a nymph pattern that can imitate midge and 
caddis nymphs as well as bloodworms depending on the 
size tied.  Smaller sizes can be used as midge nymphs, 
while bigger sizes can imitate caddis patterns.  It is tied 
with wire, which makes it get it to the strike zone faster 
than other patterns.  It is very durable which means you 
can catch lots of fish without it coming apart.   
Variations include those tied with red and chartreuse 
wire. Brighter colors can attract steelhead. Since it looks 
like a variety of different food sources and has a shiny 
body and bead to reflect sunlight it can be an attractor 
pattern. The brassie is a simple fly to tie, and peacock herl 
always seems affective for catching trout of any kind. The 
brassie seems to fish well in cold clear water in the win-
ter. Brassies can be tied with or without a bead, but I like 
to tie them with a bead head to get them to sink quicker. 
The Brassie is a great small nymph pattern to use on any 
of stream. It can be fished under a strike indicator or as a 
dropper from a dry fly on streams. 

 

Tying Instructions: 
 
1.  Pinch down the barb and slip the bead on the 

hook small hole first. Attach the thread to the 
hook and build up a bit against the bead so it 
doesn't slip around. Wind the black thread 
back about a 1/3 of the way down the bend 
of the hook. 

 
2.  Start with a 5 or 6 inch piece of Brassie sized 

copper Ultra wire for the body by inserting 
one end of the wire up into the bead and 
thread wrapping it to the near side of the 
hook. Continue the wraps of thread to the 
bend of the hook. One tip I picked up while 
watching videos on tying this pattern sug-
gested spinning the thread bobbin counter 
clockwise here to flatten out the thread to 
create a smooth underbody to help evenly 
wrap the wire. Wrap the flattened thread 
back up ¾ of the way toward the bead and let 
hang there. 

 
3.  Now wrap the wire forward with adjacent 

wraps by rubbing it on the previous wrap to 
keep it tight and neat. Wrap the wire around 
the thread body from the bend to where you 
left the thread hanging, this creates the seg-
mented look. Tie off the wire with several 
wraps of thread and cut the excess wire, then 
advance the thread to the bead. 
 

4. Take a single peacock herl and fold it in half 
around the tying thread, like you would to 
anchor a piece of Krystal flash. Run it up the 
thread to the hook shank and wrap the herl to 
the wire and back up again to secure it to the 
hook shank. Finish leaving your thread just 
behind the bead. Placing a small drop of glue 
or head cement on these wraps with a bodkin 
to help secure it. 

 
5.  Begin taking wraps of peacock herl up the 

shank to the bead. Take one wrap in front of 
your tying thread then pull the thread over 
and take a few more wraps. Cut or break of 
the remaining herl. 

 
6.  Tie off or whip finish to complete the fly.  
 
If any Steelhead Association members have ques-
tions about a fly or wish to see a fly featured in this 

column of the newsletter send an email to in-
fo@PaSteelhead.com with “Fly by Night Guys” in 
the subject line! 
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P. O. Box 29577 Parma, OH 44129 
www.ohiosteelheaders.com 

 

817-706-2506 

https://www.facebook.com/theflyfishingcoach   

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS! 

http://follysend.com/ 
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